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Bridging the bay in quest of a stronger BIMSTEC 

The grouping has potential as a natural platform for development cooperation in 

a rapidly changing Indo-Pacific region. 

Silver jubilee year 

1. Sri Lanka is gearing up to 

host the Fifth Bay of 

Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) Summit, now 

in its silver jubilee year.  

2. Finalising the BIMSTEC 

Charter; BIMSTEC Master 

Plan for Transport 

Connectivity; BIMSTEC 

Convention on Mutual 

Legal Assistance in 

Criminal Matters; BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Facility (TTF); 

cooperation between diplomatic academies/training institutions; present signs 

of optimism as well as the comeback of the Bay of Bengal as a new economic 

and strategic space. 

An area of importance 

1. There is a greater appreciation of BIMSTEC’s potential due to geographical 

contiguity, abundant natural and human resources, and rich historical linkages 

and cultural heritage for promoting deeper cooperation in the region. 

2. Undoubtedly, BIMSTEC has special significance for India in a changing 

mental map of the region. India has made the Bay of Bengal integral to India’s 

‘Neighbourhood First’ and ‘Act East’ policies which can accelerate the 

process of regional integration. BIMSTEC matters for India and the region. 

3. Further, the economic and strategic significance of the Bay of Bengal is 

growing rapidly with a re-emergence of the idea of the ‘Indo-Pacific’ region.  
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4. This notion assumes that 

the growing economic, 

geopolitical and security 

connections between the 

Western Pacific and the 

Indian Ocean regions are 

creating a shared strategic 

space.  

5. The Bay of Bengal is 

evolving as the centre of the 

Indo-Pacific region again. 

The renewed focus has 

given a new lease of life to 

the developmental efforts in 

the region, in particular 

BIMSTEC. 

A bridge between Asia's 

1. BIMSTEC serves as a 

bridge between two major 

high-growth centres of Asia 

— South and Southeast 

Asia. Connectivity is 

essential to developing a 

peaceful, prosperous and 

sustainable Bay of Bengal 

region. The BIMSTEC 

Master Plan for Transport Connectivity will provide the necessary boost to 

connectivity.  

2. There is the growing involvement of educational institutions, industries and 

business chambers through various forums and conclaves which are helping 

to enhance cooperation in the areas of education, trade and investments, 

information technology and communication among others. 
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3. BIMSTEC has huge potential as a natural platform for development 

cooperation in a rapidly changing geopolitical calculus and can leverage its 

unique position as a pivot in the Indo-Pacific region.  

4. There has been tangible progress in BIMSTEC cooperation in several areas 

that include security, counter-terrorism, intelligence sharing, cybersecurity 

and coastal security, transport connectivity and tourism, among others. 

5. India has also implemented its promise to set up a Centre for Bay of Bengal 

Studies (CBS) at Nalanda University, Bihar for research on art, culture and 

other subjects related to the Bay of Bengal.  

 

Centralising tests 

A common test as the sole determinant of merit for admission is problematic. 

Common University Entrance Test (CUET): 

1. The decision to conduct a Common University Entrance Test (CUET) for 

admission in undergraduate programmes in all University Grants 

Commission-funded Central Universities (CUs) from 2022-23 has triggered 

concerns.  

2. No doubt, the proposal is influenced by the National Education Policy, which 

advocates common entrance examinations by the National Testing Agency for 

undergraduate and graduate admissions and fellowships.  

3. The concept as such is not alien to the CUs. Over a dozen CUs admit students 

to undergraduate programmes using Central Universities Common Entrance 

Test (CUCET) scores.  

4. The proposed CUET, in 13 languages, seeks to make it mandatory for 45 CUs 

— there are 54 such institutions — to conduct admissions using a single 

national level test score.  

5. This would spare aspirants from taking multiple entrance tests and also 

eliminate the unfair advantage gained from disproportionate scores in class 

XII.  
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Concerns:  

1. Yet, the CUET may not qualify as a wholesome determinant of merit given 

the educational and regional disparities in India. While a vast majority study 

in State Boards, the test would be based on the NCERT syllabus, followed 

largely in CBSE schools.  

2. The policy limits the Class XII marks as a qualification benchmark and not a 

co-determinant of merit. With the test being introduced just ahead of an 

admission season, students, whose learning process was disrupted by COVID-

19, may find it challenging.  

3. Education Ministers from Tamil Nadu, Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh 

have flagged some legitimate concerns. In the northeast, the argument about 

the test possibly affecting the interest of State domiciles to secure admission 

to a university in the region cannot be ignored.  

4. It has been sufficiently demonstrated that common entrance tests spawn the 

coaching industry and induce cost-heavy hybrid courses from class VI 

onwards, creating a divide between the haves and have-nots.  
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5. The country has miles to go in enabling access to entry-level higher education 

and bridging the gender and economic gap in its university portals.  

6. In such circumstances, it needs to be dispassionately examined if prescribing 

a single entrance test as a sole determinant of merit, either for CUs or for the 

higher education system as a whole, is pragmatic. 

 


