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Current Affairs of the Day 
What India’s Arctic policy aims to do 

India recently unveiled its Arctic policy. The document lays down six pillars of 

engagement:  

• Science and research;  

• climate and environmental protection;  

• economic and human development;  

• transportation and connectivity;  

• governance and international 

cooperation; and  

• national capacity building.  

In sum, it expresses India’s intent and 

readiness to “play its part and contribute 

to the global good” by involving “all 

stakeholders including academia; the 

research community; and business and 

industry.” 

Polar legacy:  

The 27-page policy marks a culmination of India’s polar legacy —  

• the long years of participation and expertise in the Antarctic Treaty System, 

to which India acceded in 1983;  

• the first scientific expedition to the Arctic Ocean in 2007, followed a year later 

by the setting up of the Arctic research station (Himadri) in the Svalbard 

archipelago;  

• and subsequently its election to the Council of the International Arctic Science 

Committee in 2012 before being granted Permanent Observer status in the 

Arctic Council in 2013 along with other Asian States, China, Japan, Singapore 

and South Korea. 
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A region of high-risk climate vulnerability and high-reward economic 

development 

1. Without de-emphasising the exceptionalism of polar research, the document 

factors the reality of economic and strategic issues.  

2. The Arctic is a region of high-risk climate vulnerability and high-reward 

economic development.  

3. The Arctic sea ice has thinned 1.5 metres between 2018 and 2021, opening 

potential commercial ventures, from harnessing onshore and offshore oil and 

gas find to the opening of the Northern Sea Route for shipping and trade. 

Geopolitical risks: 

1. The document comes at a time when seven of the eight permanent members 

of the Arctic Council (Finland, Norway, Sweden, Iceland, the United States, 

Canada and Denmark) have boycotted future talks with Russia over the 

Ukraine crisis.  

2. Russia holds the rotating chairmanship of the Council until 2023. The 

fragmenting world order raises uncertainty about development plans and can 

push back India’s efforts to scale up its engagement. 

How, then, should India navigate its Arctic policy?  

1. First, India needs to advocate for sustainable resource development and 

management. Collaboration in terms of capacity, technology, monetary 

contribution and incentive-based management to protect the ecosystem in the 

region should hereon be structured.  

2. The outcomes of these engagements can also enhance India’s role in the Hindu 

Kush and Himalayas, which are undergoing warming. 

3. Second, both in the foreseeable and unforeseeable future, Russia will remain 

India’s strongest partner in the Arctic. Russia accounts for almost half of the 

Arctic in terms of area, coastline and hydrocarbons, with the region 

contributing 12-15% to Russia’s Gross Domestic Product and almost 20% of 

its exports.  

4. Russia has been explicit about its intention in the Arctic, strongly considering 

it as a sphere of influence with economic, defensive and transport advantages.  
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5. For example, the vast eastern Arctic area, as it thaws owing to global warming, 

is giving Russia access to tens of millions of acres of agricultural land. 

6. It is to India’s advantage that it has, over the years, built its strategic 

partnership with Russia. Resultantly, a strong thrust on the Arctic has emerged 

with India increasing its investments in promising projects.  

7. For Russia, India’s participation in the development of natural resources of 

the Russian Arctic would be beneficial amid increasing western sanctions. As 

Russia gains in terms of resource development in the Arctic, so will India.  

The complex science and the unfolding politico-strategic-economic dynamics 

make the Arctic not far and away. The document comprehensively expresses it. 

 

The future of India-Japan ties 

The Modi-Kishida summit sets the stage for finding solutions to regional 

challenges. 

India-Japan Summit: 

1. The summit, held 

after three years, was 

underpinned by 

several measures 

aimed at deepening 

bilateral economic 

cooperation, 

including Japan’s 

announcement on 

investing five trillion 

yen or $42 billion in India over five years and the unveiling of a new clean 

energy partnership.  

2. There were seven loans worth about 320 billion yen for connectivity, water, 

health care and biodiversity projects and an industrial partnership road map 

meant to encourage Japanese firms to invest in India.  
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3. It is significant that there was also a sustainable development initiative 

specifically for India’s northeastern states — Japan is the only country that 

has focused on progress in this strategic region, pumping in millions of dollars 

in aid. 

Common Geopolitical issues and divergences: 

1. The two countries addressed each other’s strategic concerns in the joint 

statement issued after the summit. There was a strong call for irreversible 

action by Pakistan against terror networks operating from its soil and a 

demand to root out terrorist safe havens and disrupt terror financing channels.  

2. In a nod to Japan’s concerns, the joint statement sought the early conclusion 

of a code of conduct in the South China Sea in line with the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea and referred to collaboration in maritime 

security to meet challenges against the rules-based maritime order in the East 

and South China Seas.  

3. The two sides further signalled their intent to cooperate on regional issues such 

as Myanmar and Afghanistan while condemning North Korea’s 

“destabilising” missile launches. 

4. While Mr Modi refrained from directly mentioning the Ukraine conflict, Mr 

Kishida bluntly said Russia’s aggression had shaken the roots of the 

international order, and that unilateral attempts to alter the status quo were 

unacceptable in any part of the world.  

5. Mr Kishida reportedly pushed the Indian side to do more to convince the 

Russian side to end the aggression, which is one of the few issues on which 

the members of Quad have not been able to present a united front.  

While the immediate focus will remain on the Ukraine crisis, the India-Japan 

Summit has set the stage for finding solutions to more pressing challenges in the 

region. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss objectives of Cheetah 

reintroduction in India.  

 

Q2. Discuss geopolitical convergences and divergences 

of India and Japan.  

 

Q3. Discuss the importance of Russia for Indian 

ambitions in the Arctic region. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements 

1. Cash circulation in India as cash to GDP ratio has 

increased after the pandemic 

2. Cash circulation in India (Cash/GDP) is the 

highest in the world 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


