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Current Affairs of the Day 
 

India, UAE sign free-trade pact, to double trade in 5yrs 

India and the 

United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) 

signed a free-

trade pact with 

the target of 

almost doubling 

two-way trade 

from $60 to $100 

billion in the next 

five years. It is 

India’s first 

comprehensive 

trade pact in a 

decade. 

The comprehensive economic partnership agreement (CEPA) 

1. The two sides also issued a joint vision statement that outlined the future 

course of relations and highlighted areas of focus, including enhanced 

maritime cooperation, joint steps to fight terrorism and measures to boost 

trade, investment and food security. 

2. The agreement will provide benefits such as enhanced market access and 

reduced tariffs to Indian and UAE businesses, and also open up Arab and 

African markets to the Indian side.  

3. Besides the target of $100 billion in trade in goods, the CEPA is expected to 

lead to $15 billion in trade in services in five years. The UAE is India’s third-

largest trade partner and second-largest export destination, while India is the 

UAE’s second-largest trade partner. The UAE is also home to 3.5 million 

Indians. 
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4. PM Modi pointed to the Jammu and Kashmir lieutenant governor’s visit to the 

UAE last month and said Emirati companies had shown interest in investing 

in the region. 

5. He referred to a new memorandum of understanding (MoU) for a food 

corridor and welcomed UAE investments in food processing and logistics. 

Through this, India will become a trusted partner for the UAE’s food security. 

A Quad for Middle-east: 

1. Modi said the new grouping formed by India, the UAE, Israel and the US can 

advance shared goals in technology, innovation and finance. 

2. According to the joint vision statement, the two sides agreed to enhance 

maritime cooperation to maintain peace and security in the region and 

reaffirmed their joint commitment to fight extremism and all forms of 

terrorism, including cross-border terrorism, at regional and international 

levels. 

3. The two sides also agreed on establishing an Indian Institute of Technology in 

the UAE. 

 

Hydrogen policy calls for more incentives: experts 

The ‘Green Hydrogen’ policy announced by the government incentivises 

producers of this form of power but only partially, say experts. 
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Incentives: 

1. A notification by the Power Ministry says that manufacturers of green 

hydrogen or ammonia may purchase renewable power from the power 

exchange or set up renewable energy capacity themselves or through any other 

developer anywhere.  

2. The power ministry has also said that energy plants set up to produce green 

hydrogen/ammonia would be given connectivity to the grid on a priority basis. 

3. Inter-State transmission charges will be waived for 25 years and they can also 

bank unconsumed renewable power, for up to 30 days, with the distribution 

company. 

4. The Centre will also provide single window clearance for green Hydrogen 

projects.  

5. The Centre has set itself a target of setting up a 5 million tonnes (mt) green 

hydrogen production by 2030. Because hydrogen only emits water as a residue 

when burnt, it is pitched as a potential substitute for fossil fuel 

Green Hydrogen: 

1. Hydrogen or ammonia is produced mostly by steam reformation with natural 

gas and sometimes by electrolysis, which is splitting water with electricity 

yielding hydrogen and oxygen. 

2. The power to 

execute both of 

these methods 

is sourced from 

hydrocarbons 

or natural gas. 

Green 

hydrogen 

results when 

the electricity is 

produced from 

a non-fossil 

fuel source such as solar or wind energy but this is currently uneconomical 

and the new policy aims to make this more viable. 
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Grid connectivity 

1. The manufacturers of such hydrogen and the renewable energy plant would 

also be given connectivity to the grid on a priority basis and they would also 

be allowed to set up bunkers near ports for storing this green ammonia for 

export/use by shipping. 

2. Close to 50-70% of the cost of green hydrogen results from input power costs 

of renewable energy, a substantial share being from open access charges.  

3. “The waiving off of central open access charges is a good first step in enabling 

lower-cost distributed production of green hydrogen.  

4. However, States have their own open access charges ranging from 0.27 to 3.8 

₹ per unit (kWh), also depending on whether it is solar or wind. Therefore, a 

concerted effort is required to remove the disparity in these charges to avoid a 

distorted green hydrogen market. 

To make 5 million tonnes of hydrogen a large amount of land, large infrastructure 

and money would be necessary to meet that target. The reality is solar alone 

cannot be a sole green hydrogen producer as there are certain inherent limitations 

in power balancing calculations. 

 

Govt. plans to promote medical infra through ‘heal in 

India’ initiative 

 The government is looking to promote India’s medical facilities and 

infrastructure under a new ‘heal in India’ campaign, with plans to standardise 

processes and treatment packages for foreign nationals. 

 India is one of the sought-after destinations among international patients 

primarily because a significant number of doctors are trained in developed 

countries; English language fluency; state-of-the-art diagnostic equipment etc. 

Patients from abroad come for cancer treatment, organ transplant surgeries, 

plastic surgery etc. 

Rebranding medical tourism to “Heal in India” 

1. The initiative is meant to reframe the industry to steer away from the 

connotations that come with the tag medical tourism, officials said. 
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2. When talking about medical treatment, tourism somehow does not sound 

right, which is why there have been discussions around branding the process 

as ‘heal in India’ wherein we provide health care delivery services to patients 

coming from outside India in a far streamlined manner. 

3. The steps could also include checks on pricing. The Union government also 

plans to have a certified grievance redressal mechanism for international 

patients. 

4. The government also plans a parallel campaign named ‘heal by India’, which 

will look at providing manpower from India in the health care sector based on 

requirements in other countries. 

5. Heal by India initiative is meant to generate job opportunities abroad for our 

trained professionals in the sector, especially those in the allied health care 

that has huge demand outside India.  

6. There are about 56 professional allied health care segments that include x-ray 

operators, technicians, physiotherapists etc, for which there is huge demand. 

MCQs  
Q1. Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

 Type of Hydrogen Energy Used in Production 

1 Blue hydrogen Ocean Thermal Energy 

2 Green hydrogen Solar and Wind 

3 Grey hydrogen Fossil Fuels 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What are Green Hydrogen and Green Ammonia? 

Discuss their strategic significance for India. 

 


