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Current Affairs of the Day 
Remove penal clauses from population control Bill: BJP 

MP 

The Rajya Sabha discussed a 

private member Bill on population 

regulation moved by the Bharatiya 

Janata Party’s Rakesh Sinha. 

Highlights: 

1. During the discussion, another 

BJP member sought the removal 

of penal clauses from the Bill 

stating that if a family was 

penalised for more than two 

children, then the third child 

would develop a feeling that he 

is an unwanted child. This is a 

very dangerous thought for the 

nation.  

2. It could also encourage “sex 

selection” and would lead to female 

foeticide. Women would bear the 

brunt of the two-child norm. 

3. The Bill revitalises efforts towards 

promoting small family norms of 

up to two children per couple. It 

also proposes to ensure healthy 

birth spacing through measures 

related to augmenting the 

availability, accessibility and 

affordability of quality 

reproductive health services. 
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The rationale of the bill: 

1. While moving the Bill, Mr Sinha said India had a land availability of only 1.2 

hectares per person, while the resources that get regenerated automatically was 

0.43 only.  

2. The ecological footprint which we use and the gap between their regeneration 

is 187%. We are an ecological debtor. If this continued for 30 years, then 

resources would be exhausted and people would not be able to lead a dignified 

life. 

3. But in India, whenever population control is discussed, it is always dragged 

into the communal angle. Some people see demographic dividend in the 

growing population but it was being used as cheap labour globally. 

 

Villagers resist sanctuary tag for langur habitat 

1. Neighbours of a 

golden langur habitat 

in western Assam’s 

Bongaigaon district 

have opposed a move 

by the State 

government to 

upgrade it to a 

wildlife sanctuary. 

2. Kakoijana Reserve 

Forest is one of the 

better-known homes 

of the golden langur 

(Trachypithecus 

geei) found only in 

Assam and Bhutan 

and a Schedule-I 

species under the 

Wildlife Protection 

Act of 1972. It is listed as among the world’s 25 most endangered primates. 
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3. The Assam Forest Department had in January issued a preliminary notification 

for converting the 19.85 sq. km. patch of forest into the Kajoijana Bamuni Hill 

Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Sustainable conversion 

1. As primary stakeholders, the 

villagers demanded that the 

“conventional idea of wildlife 

sanctuary” be dropped and the 

reserve forest converted into a 

community forest resource 

“using Forest Rights Act, 

2006, to ensure community 

co-managed system of 

participation for sustainable 

conservation”. 

2. “We consider some of the areas inside the forest as sacred and its sanctity 

should be maintained. The joint forest management committee in the 

surrounding villages are doing a good job in protecting the forest and have an 

intricate relation with the forest,” the memorandum given by villagers said. 

Efforts of conservation 

1. The villagers pointed out that the conservation efforts of the locals had helped 

the authorities concerned to restore the forest canopy from less than 5% to 

more than 70%. 

2. This in turn helped increase the golden langur population from less than 100 

to more than 600 over almost three decades. 

 

RS debates the use of private Bills to amend Preamble to 

Constitution 

1. Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh said that there have been a number 

of instances in the past when a private member’s bill to amend the Preamble 

to the Constitution has been introduced in both the Houses of Parliament and 

that its legislative competence is decided by Council and not the Chair. 
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2. Mr Harivansh stated that during the last session member Manoj Kumar Jha 

had opposed the motion moved by K.J. Alphons to introduce a Bill on the 

subject.  

3. Mr Jha had argued that Preamble is part of the basic structure of the 

Constitution and the Bill may not be allowed for the introduction. 

4. Mr Alphons had moved a Bill to replace the word “socialist” with “equitable” 

in the Preamble. He had said the word carried political connotations. 

5. Following this, a Congress leader said the Preamble cannot be changed when 

questions are being raised about the integrity of our commitment to the Indian 

Constitution, this should not be allowed. 

6. At which, Biju Janta Dal member said: the two words — socialist and secular 

— were added to the Preamble of the Constitution by the 42nd amendment, 

so it can be changed. 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the limitation of examinations as a 

measure of merit. 

Q2. The provision of reservations in Article 16(4) of the 

Constitution is not an exception but an extension of the 

principle of equality enunciated in Article 16(1). Comment. 

Q3. Discuss the salient features of the preamble to the 

Indian Constitution.  

Q4. Does India really need a two-child policy? Give your 

critical opinion. 

MCQs 
Q1. Golden Langurs can be seen in India in the state of  

a. Kerala 

b. Tamilnadu 

c. Assam 

d. Odisha 
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