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Current Affairs of the Day 
6% of MSMEs owned by SC entrepreneurs 

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan top list. 

Highlights:  

1. Maharashtra tops India’s list in the number of micro, small and medium 

enterprises (MSME) owned by entrepreneurs from the Scheduled Castes with 

as many as 96,805 enterprises. 

2. Generally, the proportion of enterprises owned by Scheduled Caste 

entrepreneurs in the overall national tally of MSMEs is 6%. 

3. Tamil Nadu with 42,997 enterprises and Rajasthan with 38,517 units occupy 

the second and third slots. 

4. The fourth, fifth and sixth slots belong to Uttar Pradesh (36,913 units), 

Karnataka (28,803 enterprises) and Punjab (24,503 units) respectively.  

5. As on January 23, 2022, the number of SC-owned enterprises at the all-India 

level was 4,53,972, of which micro enterprises accounted for 4,50,835, small 

3,004 and medium 133. 

6. The Udyam system of registration, which came into force on July 1, 2020, is 

a prerequisite for any MSME (regardless of the social category of ownership) 

to avail itself of concessions or benefits from the Central and State 

governments. 

Government schemes 

1. This stipulation is only in respect of MSMEs, which want to get covered under 

schemes of the governments including priority sector lending of banks.  

2. Otherwise, the enterprises, which had registered themselves under the 

previous system such as Udyog Aadhar Memorandum (UAM), can carry on 

their business. 

 

 



 

2 

 

29.01.2022         Saturday 

Neglected Tropical Diseases Day: India can beat them but 

that needs bold action 

An integrated approach for better access to healthcare & WASH; Climate action, 

gender equity & mental health also need focus 

Neglected Tropical Diseases 

1. NTDs is an umbrella term that refers to 20 medically diverse, communicable 

diseases that flourish in impoverished environments, tend to coexist, cause 

significant morbidity and/or mortality and can be battled using effective 

methods.   

2. NTDs are known to cause permanent disabilities, impact mental and emotional 

health and well-being 

and affect over 1.7 

billion people across 

the world. 

3. For instance, a 

parasitic NTD called 

Lymphatic Filariasis, 

colloquially referred to 

in Hindi as Hathipaon 

or Elephant Feet, is the 

second-leading cause 

of permanent disability 

in the world. 

4. It attacks the human 

lymphatic system and 

can cause painful 

swelling of limbs 

(lymphoedema) and 

genitalia (hydrocele) 

among others. In fact, 

disfigurement of breast 

and genitalia are 

common. 
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5. Similarly, another parasitic NTD, Visceral Leishmaniasis, commonly known 

as Kala-Azar or Black Fever, is transmitted by sandflies and is fatal if left 

untreated. 

6. Lymphatic Filariasis is endemic in 328 districts across 21 states / Union 

territories. Kala-Azar is endemic in 54 districts across four states of India and 

together, these diseases affect 650 million and 140 million people in the 

country, respectively. 

Way Forward to tackle these: 

1. The Government of India is 100 percent committed to ending NTDs like 

Lymphatic Filariasis and Kala-Azar, in line with global elimination and 

control targets. 

2. Preventive methods like Mass Drug Administration (MDA) rounds are 

periodically deployed in endemic areas during which anti-filarial medicines 

are provided free-of-cost to at-risk communities. 

3. Vector-control measures like Indoor Residual Spraying rounds are undertaken 

in endemic areas to prevent sandfly breeding. The government also supports 

morbidity management and disability prevention for those affected by 

lymphoedema and hydrocele. 

4. State and central governments have also introduced wage compensation 

schemes for those suffering from Kala-Azar 

5. COVID-19 led to the temporary halting of public health programmes in 

several countries. Lymphatic Filariasis and Kala-Azar elimination 

programmes in India also faced disruptions.  

6. To face the challenge, India adapted, innovated and bounced back with 

renewed vigor. Despite a devastating second wave of the pandemic, over 70 

per cent of the districts that had targeted MDA, distributed anti-filarial 

medicines to eligible populations. 
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India as leader: 

1. Despite the challenge posed to health systems infrastructure by COVID-19, 

India has made strides in its quest to beat NTDs. For instance, 2021 witnessed 

improved case surveillance, case detection and case prevalence rates with 

respect to Kala-Azar. 

2. Thirty-five per cent fewer cases of the disease were reported in 2021, as 

compared to 2020 and all reported cases were treated. India is at the cusp of 

eliminating Kala-Azar, with 99 per cent Kala-Azar endemic blocks having 

achieved the elimination target. 
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3. India is poised to emerge as a global leader in the battle against NTDs, but 

success in this decade will demand bolder action.  

4. As India stands firm on its commitment to eliminate NTDs, multi-stakeholder 

and cross-sectoral partnerships and collaboration will continue to play a 

central role in sustaining the momentum gained. 

An integrated approach to improving access to quality healthcare, water, 

sanitation, hygiene, addressing climate change and ensuring gender equality, 

mental health and well-being must lie at the core of eliminating these diverse 

NTDs. 

 

Climate and food price rise: Extreme weather events 

triggering unprecedented food inflation 

Unfavorable, unreliable weather hurt agriculture, in turn pushing food prices our 

of reach across the world. 

High WPI: 

1. At 14.23 per cent, India’s wholesale inflation rate in November 2021 was the 

highest in three decades.  

2. Wholesale price index (WPI) inflation is always a cause of concern as it can 

raise retail inflation.  

3. What’s worse, the price rise has been continuous — December 2021 was the 

ninth straight month of double-digit percentage increases in the WPI. Experts 

predict the situation to remain the same through the end of this financial year 

(March 30, 2022). 

4. High December inflation was unexpected: The government had reduced taxes 

on fuels — a major add-on to overall inflation. So, why does inflation remain 

high? 

High Food Inflation:  

1. As it emerges, food inflation — particularly the rise in prices of vegetables 

and a few grains — has been a driver of this episode of overall inflation. 

India’s wholesale price inflation peaked in November 2021 due to a surge in 

primary food inflation that hit a 13-month high. 
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2. Prices of seasonal vegetables jumped unprecedentedly in many states. And 

this was due to extreme weather events; and this trend is not limited to India. 

3. Food inflation is rising across the world. On January 7, 2022, the Food and 

Agricultural Organization’s (FAO’s) Food Price Index showed that food 

prices were at a decade-high, with an average rise of 28 per cent over the 

previous year.  

4. Adjusting for inflation, the average food prices in the first 11 months of 2021 

were at the highest in 46 years. 

5. FAO attributes the current food price rise primarily to climatic conditions. 

Between 1956 and 2010, there were nine double-digit inflation episodes. Of 

these, seven were caused by drought conditions, according to the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI).  

6. In the past six decades, there have been three major episodes of significantly 

high food prices globally: 1970s, 2007-08 and 2010-14. All these were 

triggered by weather shocks followed by factors such as increase in oil prices, 

trade policy interventions and biofuel consumption.  

7. The current episode seems to be entirely driven by weather anomalies. The 

fact is by changing the rain and its distribution, climate change is altering the 

very axis of agriculture. 

Warming world, hotter prices 

1. While the inflation figure captured headlines, a crucial analysis of the reasons 

behind this sustained increase in food prices slipped public attention.  

2. Extreme weather events had damaged crops, leading to a collapse of the 

supply of vegetables at a time of the year when they usually flood the markets. 

3. In 2014, when inflation was an emotive political agenda, RBI pointed out: One 

of the traditional explanations for rising food prices has been the supply-side 

shocks related to weather either because of droughts or floods. 

4. The current global food inflation is driven predominantly by wheat, which 

reported price rise due to drought and high temperature in major producing 

countries. In 2021, as various trade reports show, spring wheat production 

declined by 40 per cent in the United States.  
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5. Russia, the world’s largest exporter of wheat, also harvested less and has now 

imposed a tax on wheat export to ensure ample stock for domestic 

consumption.  

6. Unusual frosts in Brazil’s coffee bean producing areas in July 2021 have led 

to a production dip of up to 10 per cent. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What are Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD)? 

Discuss India's strategy to deal with these.  

Q2. Extreme weather events triggering unprecedented 

food inflation globally. Discuss with recent examples.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is considered a Neglected 

Tropical Diseases (NTD)? 

1. Kala-Azar 

2. Lymphatic Filariasis (Elephant Feet) 

3. Malaria 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


