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Current Affairs of the Day 
Kerala government’s move to dilute Lokayukta’s powers 

raises questions, goes against CPM postures on public 

corruption 

The Kerala government needs to 

recall the Lokayukta ordinance. 

Failing to do so could be viewed as 

a compromise on the part of the Left 

towards strengthening institutional 

checks against public corruption. 

Highlights:  

1. The CPM-led Kerala government’s decision to bring an ordinance to limit the 

powers of the anti-corruption watchdog is questionable.  

2. By turning the quasi-judicial institution into a toothless advisory body, whose 

orders will no longer be binding on the government, the ordinance, which is 

awaiting the governor’s assent, will effectively neutralise the Lokayukta Act, 

touted as model legislation. 

Corruption and Political Nexus: 

1. The Opposition has spoken out against the proposed amendment and alleged 

that it is aimed at containing the political fallout in the event of the Lokayukta 

passing adverse orders on complaints against Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 

and the Higher Education Minister. 

2. Earlier 2020, the then higher education minister was forced to resign following 

a ruling by the Lokayukta: In a case pertaining to an allegedly illegal 

appointment of a relative of the minister in the state minorities corporation, it 

had held that Jaleel’s conduct was unbecoming of a minister.  

3. Again a complaint has been filed against the new Higher Education Minister 

before the Lokayukta in the VC appointment case.  

4. The government has refuted the Opposition’s charge that the ordinance has 

been drafted to protect the ministers and has claimed that the proposed 



 

2 

 

28.01.2022         Friday 

changes are in line with two high court rulings. But its defence appears 

unpersuasive.  

The Kerala government needs to recall the Lokayukta ordinance. Failing to do so 

could be viewed as a compromise on the part of the Left towards strengthening 

institutional checks against public corruption. 

 

Central Asia meet forms Afghan group 

1. Overcoming the 

lack of land 

connectivity 

between India 

and Central 

Asia’s 

landlocked 

countries was 

one of the “main 

issues of 

discussion” 

during the first 

India-Central 

Asia Summit 

hosted by Prime 

Minister 

Narendra Modi with the Presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

2. The leaders also spoke at length about concerns over Afghanistan, sharing the 

“same concerns and same objectives” in broader terms and agreed to set up a 

Joint Working Group (JWG) of senior officials. 

3. Concerns discussed were the need for immediate humanitarian assistance, 

ensuring the formation of a truly representative and inclusive government, 

combating terrorism and drug trafficking, and preserving the rights of women, 

children and minorities. 
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More meetings proposed 

1. PM Modi also proposed a number of high-level exchanges between the two 

sides, including biannual summits and annual meetings of the Foreign, Trade 

and Cultural Ministers and Secretaries of Security (National Security 

Advisers). 

2. Summit parties also accepted a plan to build a “Central Asia Centre” in New 

Delhi.  

3. They also announced two “Joint Working Groups” on Afghanistan and the 

Chabahar port project. 

4. Further development of mutual connectivity is essential for enhanced trade 

and commerce between India and Central Asian countries in the context of 

their landlocked nature and lack of overland connectivity with India. 

 

India, Iran and Uzbekistan are planning to Use Chabahar Port: 
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International North-South Transport Corridor 

 

 

Fly Ash Management and Utilisation Mission: Will it boost 

handling, disposal of bye-product 

The NGT’s order 

to establish a fly 

ash mission 

comes after at 

least 8 cases 

where remedial 

action and relief 

were sought from 

it against 

violations by coal 

thermal power 

plants 
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Fly Ash Management and Utilisation Mission 

1. The National Green Tribunal (NGT) directed the constitution of a ‘Fly Ash 

Management and Utilisation Mission’.  

2. The Mission’s primary goal will be to ‘coordinate and monitor issues relating 

to the handling and disposal of fly ash and associated issues.’ 

3. The Mission is to be jointly headed by the secretaries, of the Union Ministry 

of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Union Ministry of 

Coal and Power and the chief secretaries of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 

Pradesh. 

4. The secretary of MoEF&CC will be the nodal agency for coordination and 

compliance. The Mission may also monitor scientific management and 

utilisation of fly ash by power projects outside Singrauli and Sonbhadra, in 

coordination with chief secretaries of concerned states. 

5. The NGT’s order comes after at least eight cases where remedial action and 

relief were sought from the Principal Bench against violations by coal thermal 

power plants. 

These cases dealt with: 

1. The mandate for scientific management and utilisation of fly ash. 

2. The draining of industrial effluents and fly ash in the Rihand Reservoir. 

3. The breach in the fly ash pond of the Sasan Ultra Mega Power Plant resulted 

in the deaths of six persons including an eight-year-old boy washed away in 

fly ash slurry. 

4. The serious gaps in storing of fly ash in ponds and dykes and associated failure 

to prevent unintentional and undesirable emissions from it.   

Fly Ash: 

1. Fly ash is an unwanted unburnt residue of coal combustion in a coal thermal 

power plant. It is emitted along with flue gases during the burning of coal in a 

furnace and collected using electrostatic precipitators. 

2. The fly ash collected with the help of precipitators is converted into a wet 

slurry to minimise fugitive dust emissions. It is then transported to the 

scientifically designed ash ponds through slurry pipes lines. 
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3. Gross under-utilisation of this by-product over the years has led to the 

accumulation of 1,670 million tonnes of fly ash according to the Summary of 

Ash Generation and Utilisation during 2020-2021 by the Joint Committee 

earlier constituted by the NGT.      

Value addition 

1. There are some overlaps and distinctions in the responsibilities allocated to 

the committees under the Fly Ash Notification, 2021 and the Fly Ash 

Management and Utilisation Mission as directed by the NGT. 

2. The new fly ash notification of December 2021, has made provision for the 

‘enforcement, monitoring, audit and reporting of the progress of fly ash 

utilisation and implementation of the clauses of the notification by coal 

thermal power plants and user agencies. 

3. The Notification holds the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and State 

Pollution Control Boards (SPCB) / Pollution Control Committees (PCC) 

responsible for monitoring the effective implementation of mandates under it. 

4. However, along with these statutory regulators, the Mission also extends the 

responsibility of fly ash management to the chief secretaries of the states.  

5. The Notification mandates the individual thermal power plant to upload 

monthly information regarding ash generation and utilisation on its web 

portal. 

6. The Mission as directed by the NGT, on the other hand, will make the 

roadmaps and progress in fly ash utilisation available for all thermal power 

plants and their clusters, on the MoEF&CC website on a quarterly basis for 

the knowledge of all stakeholders. 

7. This indeed should be helpful as this will act as a one-stop platform for all 

information regarding fly ash management. 
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Some other provisions under the Mission and the Fly Ash Notification, 2021 

 

 

A strong hand 

1. The order by the NGT takes note 

of the ‘unscientific handling and 

storage’ of the fly ash by coal 

thermal power stations. The Fly 

Ash Management and Utilisation 

Mission are expected to streamline 

the fly ash management process. 

2. The Mission will hold its first 

meeting within one month to 

assess the fly ash management 

situation in coal power plants and 

to prepare action plans to build road maps for ash utilisation by individual 

plants. These meetings shall be conducted each month, for a year. 
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Climate change will force transboundary fish stocks to 

move from habitats, migration paths: Report 

Shifts in regions highly 

dependent on fishery can lead to 

conflicts between countries. 

Highlights:  

1. Fish stocks that move across 

two or more exclusive 

economic zones (EEZ) 

would be greatly impacted 

by climate change, according 

to a new study. By 2030, 23 

per cent of the transboundary 

fish stocks would have shifted, it said.   
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2. Around 78 per cent of the world's EEZs would see at least one shifting stock, 

the paper published in Global Change Biology noted. 

3. By 2100, a total of 45 per cent of fish stocks are expected to shift from their 

historical habitats and migration paths globally and 82 per cent of EEZ waters 

would experience at least one shifting stock, according to Timing and 

magnitude of climate-driven range shifts in transboundary fish stocks 

challenge their management. 

Challenges:  

1. Many countries that are highly dependent on fisheries for livelihood and food 

security would emerge as hotspots for transboundary shifts. These hotspots 

would see early shifts in the distribution of a great number of important 

transboundary fish stocks. This can lead to conflicts between countries, the 

report highlighted.  

2. Projections show that the first shift must have occurred in 2006. Exclusive 

economic zones of Latin America, the Caribbean, Melanesia and Polynesia 

are set to experience shifts significantly earlier as water temperatures increase. 

Countries in northern Europe and eastern Asia would experience range shifts 

later. 

3. In some countries like Ireland, shifting stocks would account for less than 1 

per cent of fishing revenue, while in others like the Marshall Islands, over 90 

per cent of the fishing revenue would be affected. 

Changing climate and shifting habitats: 

1. As a result of changing ocean conditions, many marine species are shifting 

their habitat to remain within their optimal environmental niche.  

2. Existing international fisheries agreements need to be looked into for their 

capacity to address the social and ecological implications of climate change-

driven transboundary shifts. This is needed to limit the potential conflicts 

between the countries. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1.  Discuss challenges posed to the fisheries sector by 

Climate Change. Suggest Remedies. 

Q2. What are the major constituents of Fly Ash?  Discuss 

hazards linked to Fly ash management. Describe 

various uses of fly ash particularly in agriculture, 

construction and environment amelioration.  

Q3. Account for Higher levels of Informalization in the 

Indian Economy. Discuss the effectiveness and 

limitations of steps taken by the government in recent 

years for the formalization of the economy. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following may be a component of Fly ash? 

1. Unburnt Carbon 

2. Silica 

3. Aluminium Oxide 

4. Iron Oxide 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1, 2 and 3 

b. 2, 3 and 4 

c. 1, 2 and 4 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 


