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Current Affairs of the Day 
Saudi Arabia hits back at Houthi rebels after UAE drone 
attack 

Green coloured region is Marib 

1. An airstrike killed 
about 14 persons 
in a building in 
the Yemeni 
capital of Sana’a 
during strikes 
across the city 
launched by the 
Saudi-led 
coalition fighting 
the Houthi group. 

2. The UAE has 
armed and 
trained Yemeni 
forces that 
recently joined fighting against the Houthis in Yemen’s energy-producing 
regions of Shabwa and Marib. 

3. Houthi-claimed attack on two sites in the UAE set off explosions in fuel 
trucks, killed three persons, including two Indians and a Pakistani. 

4. In response, the UAE said it reserved the right to respond to “terrorist 
attacks and criminal escalation”. 

Who are the Houthis? 

1. Founded in the 1990s by Hussein Badreddin al-Houthi, a member of 
Yemen’s Shia majority, the Houthi movement has a pretty straightforward 
slogan or sarkha: “God is great, death to America, death to Israel, the curse 
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on the Jews, victory to Islam.” After Yemeni soldiers killed Hussein in 2004, 
his brother Abdul Malik took over. 

2. After Yemen’s civil war in 1962-70, the once-powerful Zaidis first started 
to get sidelined. They were further alienated from the 1980s onwards when 
Sunni ideals were increasingly rising to prominence in neighbouring Saudi 
Arabia.  

3. At the time, several disgruntled Shia Yemenis, unhappy with their long-
time authoritarian president and Saudi ally Ali Abdullah Saleh, joined Saudi 
militant groups who were fighting against Riyadh. 

The Bab el-Mandeb Strait is a strategic route for oil and natural gas shipments 
(It is near Houthi Affected/controlled areas in Yemen), Other significant 
geographical areas in the area, Suez Canal, Strait of Hormuz, Persian Gulf, Red 
Sea, Gulf of Aden, countries bordering these geographical features 
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Marital rape, gender-neutral laws come up at NCW meet 

1. At a consultation organised by the National Commission for Women on 
amendments to criminal law, there was unanimity among speakers that 
marital rape should be criminalised.  

2. The meeting also discussed rising instances of cybercrime against women 
and the need for gender-neutral rape laws. 

3. The NCW will send the recommendations to the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
which is looking at a review of the criminal laws, including the Indian Penal 
Code, 1860, the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and the Indian Evidence 
Act, 1872.  

4. The meeting comes at a time the Delhi High Court is hearing multiple 
petitions on making marital rape an offence and the Centre has sought 
more time to present its stand. 

5. The petitions have sought striking down the exception to Section 375 of the 
IPC, which says forcible sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with 
his own wife, the wife not being 18 years, is not rape.  

6. There was agreement among all present that marital rape exemption 
cannot continue. There was one voice that raised concerns about evidence 
gathering. 

‘Strict burden of proof’ 

1. According to some experts, there should be a better investigative process 
and a strict burden of proof so that it doesn’t happen that someone is 
miffed and makes a marital rape allegation.” 

2. The meeting also discussed the interpretation of consent. There should be 
a broader understanding of when consent stands vitiated.  

3. Anything obtained with fraud or force where force means fear of injury to 
body, mind and reputation is considered in cases of extortion and we are 
demanding that the same standard should be applied to consent in sexual 
offences as well. The focus has to be on violence and not morality, said Ved 
Kumari, Vice-Chancellor, National Law University, Odisha. 
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4. On the issue of the age of marriage being raised for women to 21 years to 
make it equal to that of men, most speakers agreed that 18 years should 
be the age of marriage for both men and women. 

5. The meeting also discussed the need for gender-neutral anti-rape laws 
which the civil society has demanded to recognise same-sex assaults 
among gay, lesbian and bisexual people as well as sexual crimes against 
transgender persons. 

6. There was a lot of emphasis on cyber-crimes against women as well as 
making revenge porn and online stalking punishable. 

 

Rising sea levels prompt Indonesia to relocate the capital 

1. Indonesia’s parliament 
passed a law 
approving the 
relocation of its 
capital from slowly 
sinking Jakarta to a 
site 2,000 kilometres 
away on the jungle-
clad Borneo island 
that will be named 
“Nusantara”. 

2. The House of Representatives vote provides the legal framework for the 
move citing rising sea levels and severe congestion on densely populated 
Java island. 

3. Home to more than 30 million people in its greater metro area, Jakarta has 
long been plagued by serious infrastructure problems and flooding 
exacerbated by climate change. 

4. The new capital will cover about 56,180 hectares in East Kalimantan 
province on the Indonesian part of Borneo. 
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5. Early plans for the new capital depict a utopian design aimed at creating 
an environmentally friendly “smart” city, but few details have been 
confirmed. 

6. Environmentalist critics of the capital’s move have warned it could damage 
ecosystems in the region. 
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‘Germany may consider halting Nord Stream 2’ 

Germany is ready to discuss halting the Nord Stream 2 pipeline should Russia 
attack Ukraine, responding to increasing domestic and international pressure 
amid a Russian military build-up on Ukraine’s borders. 
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No one died of hunger in recent times: Centre 

The court is hearing a petition that highlights how starvation deaths continue 
to eat into the right to life. 

Highlights:  

1. The Supreme Court’s questions on hunger deaths saw the Union government 
insist that no one died of starvation in recent times across the country, 
even during the pandemic. 

2. Thanks to the progress made by the nation since Independence and the 
comprehensive policies and steps taken by both State and Central 
governments, there have been no starvation deaths in the country during 
recent times, even during adverse situations like the pandemic. 

3. But the court’s insistence on specific data to back the claim of zero deaths 
saw a scattered response from the government.  

4. The Centre’s reply in court spanned from urging the court to ask the States 
for the data to making sweeping comments about malnutrition in 
“developing countries” and reading statistics out of a 2015 health survey 
report and a newspaper article. 

5. “Our limited question is whether your officers have the latest information 
on starvation deaths. Ask your officers to furnish some information,” the 
CJI asked. 

Conscious effort to identify starvation deaths 

1. Petitioners intervened to submit that starvation deaths could only be 
detected through autopsy. The authorities have to make a conscious effort 
to identify starvation deaths. 

2. The CJI underscored that the “hunger of the poor on the streets has to be 
satisfied”. 

Welfare schemes 

1. Mr Venugopal (Attorney General of India) said that the Centre was on the 
front foot in food welfare schemes. We have 131 food-related programmes. 

2. That malnutrition exists is not disputed by us. That community kitchens 
are needed is not disputed. The problem is the funding, he observed.  
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3. The States have to source the funds for community kitchen programmes 
by themselves, even if by additional taxation, and the panchayats were 
obliged under the Constitution to provide the logistics for distribution. 

4. The Bench asked the Centre to explore the possibility of a “model” 
community kitchen scheme by which it could support the States to ensure 
food security for the poor.  

5. It said it was not up to the judiciary to formulate a “uniform” community 
kitchen scheme for the States, but the Centre ought to do it in consultation 
with the States. 

6. The Attorney-General agreed to convey to the Union government the court’s 
suggestion to provide the States with an additional 2 per cent food grains. 

Best Practice: 

The petition was filed jointly by various activists. It drew attention to how 
Tamil Nadu’s Amma Unavagam had become a roaring success by involving 
peers in self-help groups, employing the poor to serve hygienic food to 
eradicate the problem of hunger on the streets. 

 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Discus need for “Model Community Kitchens” in India 
to mitigate Hunger on streets.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following countries is planning to shift its 
capital due to frequent flooding in its current capital caused 
by sea-level rise? 

a. New Zealand 

b. USA 

c. Russia 

d. Indonesia 

 


