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Current Affairs of the Day 
BrahMos advanced variant test-fired 

1. An extended range sea-
to-sea variant of the 
BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missile was test-
fired from INS 
Visakhapatnam. 

2. BrahMos is joint 
collaboration between 
India and Russia and is 
capable of being 
launched from land, 
sea, sub-sea and air against the surface and sea-based targets, with a 
range, capped at 290 km initially. 

1. The range of the missile was originally capped at 290 km as per obligations 
of the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR). Following India’s entry 
into the club in 2016, officials said the range would be extended to 450 km 
and to 600km at a later stage. An extended range missile had been tested 
earlier. 

2. INS Visakhapatnam, with a displacement of 7,400 tonnes, is the first of 
four ingeniously designed and built Project-15B class stealth guided-missile 
destroyers and was commissioned in November 2021. 

 

Multilateral Export Control Regimes (MECRs) 

MECR are voluntary and non-binding agreements created by the major supplier 
countries that have agreed to co-operate in their effort to prevent and regulate 
the transfer of certain military and dual-use technology. It aims at preventing 
the proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). 

 They are independent of the United Nations. 

 Their regulations apply only to members and it is not obligatory for a 
country to join. 

 India is now a member of three of the four MECRs, except the Nuclear 
supplier Group. 
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There are currently four such regimes under MECR 

 The Nuclear 
Suppliers 
Group (NSG), 
for the control 
of nuclear-
related 
technology. 

 The Australia 
Group (AG) 
for control of 
chemical and 
biological technology that could be weaponized. 

 The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) for the control of rockets 
and other aerial vehicles capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction. 

 The Wassenaar Arrangement on Export Controls for Conventional Arms and 
Dual-Use Goods and Technologies. 

 

The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) 

 



 

3 

 

12.01.2022         Wednesday 

The Wassenaar Arrangement 

 
 

Australia Group 
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INS Visakhapatnam 
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Nuclear Suppliers Group 

 
 

India’s passport rank improves to 83 from 90 

1. India’s passport power has 
improved this quarter compared to 
2021. It now ranks at 83rd position 
in the Henley Passport Index, 
climbing seven places from 90th 
rank last year.  

2. Since 2005, Henley Passport Index 
ranks the world’s passports 
according to the number of 
destinations their holders can 
access without a prior visa and is 
based on data from the International Air Transport Association (IATA). 
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Growing disparity 

1. India now has visa-free access to 60 destinations worldwide with Oman 
and Armenia being the latest additions. India has added 35 more 
destinations since 2006. A statement by Henley and Partners said that in 
2006 an individual could, on average, visit 57 countries visa-free. 

2. Today, that number has risen to 107, but this overall increase marks a 
growing disparity between countries in the global north and those in the 
global south. 

 

SC to hear plea seeking probe into Haridwar hate speech 
today 

1. A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana is scheduled 
to urgently hear a petition seeking the arrest and trial of people who made 
hate speeches, inciting violence towards Muslims, at the Haridwar Dharma 
Sansad. 

2. The hate speeches consisted of open calls for genocide of Muslims in order 
to achieve ethnic cleansing. The speeches are not mere hate speeches but 
amount to an open call for the murder of an entire community.  

3. The speeches, thus, pose a grave threat not just to the unity and integrity 
of our country but also endanger the lives of millions of Muslim citizens, 
the petitioners said. 

4. The petitioners had said no investigation or arrests had been made despite 
the registration of FIRs. Video footage raises suspicions of the police being 
hand in glove with the orators of hate.  

5. The petition has sought an independent, credible and impartial probe by a 
special investigation team into the hate speeches. 

‘Police inaction’ 

1. The petitioners said, despite the passage of almost three weeks no effective 
steps have been taken by the police authorities, including non-application 
of Sections 120B, 121A and 153B of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 that 
squarely apply to hate speeches. 

2. The blatant inaction by the police also came to the forefront when a police 
officer’s video went viral on the Internet, wherein one of the speakers 
openly acknowledged the officer’s allegiance with the organisers and 
speakers of the Dharma Sansad... the police authorities are hand in glove 
with the perpetrators of communal hate, the petitioners argued. 
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MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Discuss reasonable restrictions on right to free speech. 

Enumerate legal provisions in India against Hate speech. 

MCQs  
Q1. Planetary pressure-adjusted Human Development 

Index (HDI) is released by 

a. United Nations Development Programme 

b. United Nations Environment Programme 

c. The World Economic Forum 

d. Oxfam 

 


