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Current Affairs of the Day 
What is a Sikh Takht? 

A Takht, which means a throne, is a seat of temporal authority for Sikhs. There 
are five Sikh Takhts, three in Punjab and one each in Maharashtra and Bihar. 

 

Akal Takht: Located in Amritsar, it is the oldest of the Takhts, and considered 
supreme among the five. It was set up in 1606 by Guru Hargobind, whose 
succession as the sixth Guru after the execution of his father, Guru Arjan Dev, 
is considered a turning point in Sikh history. The Akal Takht, a raised platform 
that he built in front of the causeway leading to the sanctum sanctorum of 
the Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple), symbolised the coming together of the 
temporal authority and the political sovereignty of the Sikh community (Miri) 
with the spiritual authority (Piri). It is seen as the first marker of Sikh 
nationalism. The Akal Takht is a five-storey building today; the first storey 
houses the Guru Granth Sahib. 

The other four Takhts are linked to Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh 
Guru. 

Takht Keshgarh Sahib: Located in Anandpur Sahib in Punjab. It was here that 
Guru Gobind Singh raised Khalsa, the initiated Sikh warriors, in 1699. 

Takht Patna Sahib: Guru Gobind Singh was born here in 1666. 

Takht Hazur Sahib: In Nanded, where Guru Gobind Singh spent time and where 
he was cremated in 1708. 

Takht Damdama Sahib: In Talwandi Sabo of Bathinda. Guru Gobind Singh 
spent several months here. 
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Govt. says ₹8 lakh EWS income cap ‘best way forward’ 
1. The Centre, in the Supreme Court, backed its committee’s recommendation 

to retain the ₹8-lakh annual income criterion to identify the economically 
weaker sections (EWS) of society as the “best way forward” and urged the 
court to let NEET counselling continue. 

2. The government, meanwhile, said the NEET admission process could not 
wait for the conclusion of “lengthy arguments” in court. 

 

English is the language of the court, says Gujarat HC 

1. A Division Bench 
of the Gujarat 
High Court has 
asked a 
journalist facing 
contempt of 
court 
proceedings to 
speak only in 
English as that 
was the 
language in the 
higher judiciary. 

2. In the High 
Court, there is a 
rule that even if 
any party does 
not hire a lawyer and appears in person, he has to speak and argue in 
English only. The Bench also underlined that Article 348 of the Constitution 
mandates that the language of the High Court would be English. 

Part XVII of the Indian Constitution deals with the official languages 
in Articles 343 to 351. 

 Article 343 (1) states that the Official Language of the Union government 
shall be Hindi in Devanagari script. 

 Article 351 gives power to the Union Government to issue a directive for the 
development of the Hindi language. 
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 According to Article 348, language to be used in the Supreme Court and in 
high courts and for bills, acts etc will be in the English language until 
Parliament by law provides otherwise. 

 However, as per Clause (2) of Article 348, the Governor of a state, with the 
previous consent of the President of India, can authorize the use of the 
official language of the state in proceedings before its high court. 

 

To sustain momentum in exports, the government must 
reorient trade policy, steer away from protectionism 

The government should embrace free trade agreements, not shun them. It 
should seek greater integration with global supply chains. 

Indian Exports Performance: 

1. India’s exports have continued their stellar performance with merchandise 
exports rising to $37.3 billion in December, recording a growth of 37 per 
cent over last year, and a similar increase over the pre-pandemic levels.  

2. For the first nine months of the year (April-December), exports stood at 
$299.74 billion, up almost 26 per cent over their 2019 levels.  

3. Considering that India’s exports have hovered around $300 billion for several 
years, that this has been achieved in the first nine months alone, is 
welcome news.  

4. It suggests that by the end of this financial year, exports may well end up 
touching the $400 billion mark, though the rapid surge in Omicron cases in 
the US and European economies may yet impact orders in the weeks and 
months ahead. 

Front Runners: 

1. The disaggregated merchandise trade data shows that excluding oil, exports 
for the first nine months of the year stood at $257 billion, an increase of 
almost 25 per cent over the pre-pandemic levels.  

2. A sharp rise is observed across product categories in December — from 
engineering and electronic goods to textiles. This performance is in line with 
estimates that indicate that global trade has surpassed its pre-pandemic 
levels.  

3. According to a report by UNCTAD, the value of global trade in goods is about 
15 per cent higher than before Covid struck, though trade in services is yet 
to recover to earlier levels.  
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Trade deficit widens 

1. Over the same period, a sharp surge has also been seen in the country’s 
imports. Merchandise imports rose to $59.3 billion in December, up almost 
50 per cent from the pre-pandemic levels.  

2. Over the entire April-December period, imports have risen by almost 22 per 
cent over the 2019 levels, leading to a widening of the trade deficit.  

3. Excluding oil and gold, imports in December were led by electronic goods, 
machinery and chemicals, which suggests a broad-basing of demand. 

Need a broader trade policy: 

1. To build on this momentum, and to increase India’s share in global trade, 
the government must reorient its broader trade policy. There are already 
indications of this effect.  

2. Going by recent statements from the government, trade agreements with 
the EU, Australia, UK and UAE, among others, are being worked upon with 
greater urgency.  

3. The government was moving towards gaining access to markets for textile 
products through free trade agreements. The upcoming Union budget is also 
expected to focus more heavily on trade-related packages.  

The government should embrace free trade agreements, not shun them. It 
should seek greater integration with global supply chains. It must pivot away 
from protectionism, bring down tariffs, and push forward with reforms that 
boost export competitiveness, and allow for deeper and more comprehensive 
trade agreements. 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss opportunities and limitations in 
export-oriented growth for India. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements 

1. A Takht, which means a throne, is a seat of 
temporal authority for Sikhs 

2. All Sikh Takhts are situated in Punjab 
Which of the above is/are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2  
d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


