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Current Affairs of the Day 
Supreme Court to hear EWS quota case today 

1. A three-judge Special Bench of the Supreme Court, led by Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud, is scheduled to hear a case raising questions on the ₹8 lakh 
annual income limit criterion 
fixed to identify the 
economically weaker sections 
(EWS) of society for extending 
reservation benefits. 

2. The government underscored that 
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test for postgraduate 
courses (NEET-PG) counselling 
was suspended since late 
November because of the 
questions raised about the 
criterion in the EWS quota.  

3. Medical admissions were getting 
delayed, and the issue had to be 
resolved quickly. Resident doctors 
in Delhi had recently organised a 
massive protest over the delay in the counselling schedule, leading to 
violence. 

 

Sri Lanka Cabinet clears oil tank deal 
1. Sri Lanka’s Cabinet has given its nod for a new deal to jointly develop the 

Trincomalee oil tank farm with India. 

2. The signing of the agreement will mark a milestone for New Delhi in a long-
stalled, controversial project in Sri Lanka’s eastern Trincomalee district, 
which has an enviable natural harbour. 

3. While Indian involvement in a strategic national asset is viewed with 
suspicion by Sri Lanka’s Sinhala nationalist forces, New Delhi has been 
keen on partnering with Sri Lanka in developing storage tanks of the Second 
World War era, since it was first discussed around the time of the India-Sri 
Lanka Accord of 1987. 
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Northeast should be growth driver: PM 

1. Prime Minister 
made a pitch for 
oil palm 
plantations while 
envisaging the 
northeast as the 
driver of India’s 
growth story. He 
banked on 
farmers in the 
northeast to cash 
in on the Centre’s 
₹11,000-crore oil 
palm mission. 

2. India spends 
thousands of 
crores of rupees 
on importing 
palm oil. Much of 
our mission to let 
the farmers 
benefit hugely 
from oil palm 
cultivation will 
happen in the 
northeast, 
including 
Manipur, he said 
against the 
backdrop of 
protests in the 
region against the 
initiative. 

3. He credited the 
Centre-State 
coordination for 
extinguishing the fire of insurgency and security in the northeast. There is 
the light of peace and development. Hundreds of youth in the region have 
joined the mainstream of development by shunning guns. 
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China to ‘modernise’ nuclear arsenal 
1. China said it will continue to “modernise” its nuclear arsenal and called 

upon the U.S. and Russia to reduce their own stockpiles a day after global 
powers pledged to prevent such weapons from spreading. 

2. In a rare joint statement setting aside rising West-East tensions, the U.S., 
China, Russia, Britain and France reaffirmed their goal of creating a world 
free of atomic weapons and avoiding a nuclear conflict. 

3. The five nuclear powers also committed to full future disarmament from 
atomic weapons, which have only been used in the conflict in the U.S. 
bombings of Japan at the end of the Second World War. 
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4. But squaring that rhetoric with reality will not be easy at a time of 
spiralling tensions between those same global powers not seen since the 
Cold War. 

5. There are growing global concerns about China’s rapid military 
modernisation, especially after its armed forces last year announced they 
had developed a hypersonic missile that can fly at five times the speed of 
sound. 

The U.S. has also said China is expanding its nuclear arsenal with as many as 
700 warheads by 2027 and possibly 1,000 by 2030. China defended its nuclear 
weapons policy and said Russia and the U.S. — by far the world’s largest 
nuclear powers — should make the first move on disarmament. The U.S. and 
Russia still possess 90% of the nuclear warheads on Earth. They must reduce 
their nuclear arsenal in an irreversible and legally binding manner. 
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MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss opportunities and challenges in the 
National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP). 

 

MCQs 
Q1. With reference to ‘palm oil’, consider the following 
statements: (Pre 2021) 

1. The palm oil tree is native to Southeast Asia 

2. Palm oil is a raw material for some industries 
producing lipstick and perfumes 

3. Palm oil can be used to produce biodiesel 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 


