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Current Affairs of the Day 
House panel to review Bill on raising marriage age of women 

1. As the Lok 
Sabha sent 
the Bill 
which seeks 
to raise the 
age of 
marriage for 
women to 21 
to a standing 
committee. 

2. The age of 
marriage 
should be 
uniformly 
applicable to 
all religions, 
caste, creed, 
overriding 
any custom 
or law that 
seeks to discriminate against women.  

3. The Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021 would also 
amend the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1972; the Parsi Marriage and 
Divorce Act, 1936; the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937; 
the Special Marriage Act, 1954; the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955; and the 
Foreign Marriage Act, 1956. 

4. In the 19th century, the age of marriage of girls was 10. In 1940, this was 
raised from 12 to 14, and in 1978, it was 15. Today, for the first time both 
men and women on the basis of equality can take a decision to get married 
at the age of 21.  

5. From 2015 until 2020 we have stopped 20 lakh child marriages, according 
to research. The NFHS-5 data tell us that nearly 23% of girls under 18 were 
married. 
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Govt. disagrees with India’s rank in World Press Freedom 
Index 

 

1. The World Press Freedom Index is published by a foreign non-government-
organisation, Reporters Without Borders.  

2. The government does not subscribe to its views and country rankings and 
does not agree to the conclusions drawn by this organisation for various 
reasons, including very low sample size, little or no weightage to 
fundamentals of democracy, adoption of a methodology that is 
questionable and non-transparent, lack of clear definition of press freedom, 
among others. 

 

Record demand for coal power in 2021, way off Net Zero: IEA 

 Global demand for coal-fired electricity has grown 6 per cent in 2021and 
generation 9 per cent, according to a new report. The generation has 
increased 12 per cent in India and 9 per cent in China, a record for both. 
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 On the supply side, coal production did not keep pace with demand, stated 
the Coal 2021 Report. Shortages occurred due to supply chain issues and 
adverse weather conditions leading to “power outages and idled factories”, 
found the IEA.  

 In response, however, major coal-producing countries such as China, India, 
Indonesia and Russia are expected to boost production. As a result, coal 
production will hit its highest level in 2022 and then plateau as demand 
flattens, the IEA projected. 

Ideal and reality 

1. The 2018 Report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
titled Global Warming of 1.5°C stated that to limit global temperature rise 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, coal use for power 
generation needs to peak by 2020 and be reduced quickly afterwards.  

2. It emphasised that the use of coal should reduce steeply in all 1.5°C-
consistent pathways and its share in the electricity mix should be reduced 
to close to nil by 2050 (with an approximately 66 per cent reduction by 
2030). 

3. Yet, the IEA report found that coal’s share of the global power mix in 2021 
is expected to be 36 per cent. This is 5 per cent lower than its 2007 peak 
but not in line with the IPCC’s recommendations. 

4. Recovery from the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic in most 
major economies has been driven by fossil fuel use.  

Coal phase-out plan: 

1. Several countries made commitments to phase out coal power or stop 
financing coal abroad through announcements like the Global Coal to Clean 
Power Transition Statement and the Powering Past Coal Alliance.  

2. Despite this, the new IEA report finds that the 2021 rebound in coal 
consumption and future trends will result in three gigatonnes higher CO2 
emissions from coal in 2024 than its Net Zero Emissions by 2050 Scenario 
(NZE). The NZE outlines a roadmap for the energy sector to achieve net-
zero carbon emissions by 2050.  

3. China dominates coal use globally; “it is the largest consumer, producer 
and importer – has no parallel with any other country”, said IEA in the 
report. The country’s coal consumption is more than half of the global total, 
despite efforts to expand hydro, wind, solar and nuclear power, the report 
noted. 
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India Plans to phase down coal: 

1. In India, coal comprised 74 per cent of the power mix in 2021, up from 72 
per cent in 2020. As electricity access expands, coal demand is expected 
to increase by 3.9 per cent on average till 2024, IEA said. 

2. India’s ground reality is complex. Keeping its multiple developmental goals 
of energy access, livelihoods and poverty reduction in mind, the transition 
away from coal must be done with clear strategic intent and deliberate 
planning.  

3. At the same time, the co-benefits of transitioning to a zero-carbon energy 
system as soon as possible are undeniable. And the Union government’s 
domestic efforts do not echo its global statements.  

Coal is the single largest source of global carbon emissions, and this year’s 
historically high level of coal power generation is a worrying sign of how far 
off track the world is in its efforts to put emissions into decline towards Net-
Zero. 

 

MCQs 
Q. Consider the following statement 

1. Indian is a member of the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) 

2. To be a member of IEA countries require strategic 
oil reserves equivalent to 90 days of domestic 
demand 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q. Despite progressive aspects, linking electoral rolls 
with Aadhaar raises apprehensions. Critically Discuss. 

 


