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Current Affairs of the Day 
‘52 habeas corpus pleas pending in SC’ 
A total of 52 petitions relating to “habeas corpus matters” are pending in the 
Supreme Court as of December. A habeas corpus is a writ used to challenge 
the unlawful detention or imprisonment of a person and protects fundamental 
rights. 
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Other Writs of Supreme Court: 
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Ecologists oppose changes to Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

Environmentalists have expressed concern over amendments to the Biological 
Diversity Act, 2002 on the grounds that it prioritises intellectual property and 
commercial trade at the expense of the Act’s key aim of conserving biological 
resources. Amendments to the Act were introduced as a Bill in the Lok Sabha 
recently. 

Compliance Burden:  

1. The amended bill was drafted in response to complaints by traditional 
Indian medicine practitioners, seed sector, and industry and researchers 
that the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 has increased compliance burden. 
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2. The bill was enacted for conservation of biological diversity and ensuring 
fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the use of biological 
resources with 
indigenous and 
local 
communities 
imposed a heavy 
“compliance 
burden” and 
made it hard to 
conduct 
collaborative 
research and 
investments and 
simplify patent 
application 
processes. 

3. The text of the 
Bill also says 
that it proposes 
to “widen the scope of levying access and benefit-sharing with local 
communities and for further conservation of biological resources.” 

4. The Bill seeks to 
exempt 
registered 
AYUSH medical 
practitioners 
and people 
accessing 
codified 
traditional 
knowledge, 
among others, 
from giving 
prior intimation 
to State 
biodiversity 
boards for 
accessing 
biological resources for certain purposes. 
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Opposition:  

1. A statement from the Legal Initiative for Forest and Environment (LIFE) 
said the Bill would “undo all the efforts made in the last few years to 
implement the Biological Diversity Act.” 

2. There was not a “single provision in the proposed amendment to protect, 
conserve or increase the stake of local communities in the sustainable use 
and conservation of biodiversity.” 

3. LIFE said the amendments were done to “solely benefit” the AYUSH 
Ministry.  

4. The Bill in the current form would pave the way for “biopiracy” and would 
mean AYUSH manufacturing companies would no longer need to take 
approvals and thus defeat the purpose for which the Act was created in 
the first place. 

 

High levels of uranium in groundwater of eastern Karnataka’s 
57 villages: Study 

1. Uranium concentration in groundwater exceeded 30 μg/l, more than the 
WHO-prescribed limit  

2. In 78 per cent and 66 per cent of the villages studied, therefore, uranium 
concentration exceeded permissible limits given by the World Health 
Organization (30 μg / l) and Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (60 μg /l) 
respectively. 

3. Uranium in drinking water raises concerns because of its chemical toxicity. 
Uranium (U) has no known essential biological functions. Chronic exposure 
to low-level U isotopes (radionuclides) may be interlinked with cancer 
etiology and at high exposure levels, also kidney disease. 

4. None of the borewells from which water has been sampled is anywhere in 
the vicinity of nuclear facilities or urban waste disposal channels, the study 
noted. 

 

As told to Parliament (December 16, 2021): Environmental 
facts 

Frequency of natural disasters 

1. Natured disasters such as cyclones and floods have increased in the country 
in the last few years. 
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2. There was a significant rise [0.86 per decade] in the frequency of post-
monsoon (October-December) very severe cyclonic storms in the northern 
Indian Ocean during the 
past two decades 
(2000-2018). 

3. The frequency of 
extremely severe 
cyclonic storms over the 
Arabian Sea increased 
during the same period. 

4. There was also an 
increased frequency of 
localised heavy rainfall on sub-daily and daily timescales that has 
enhanced the flood risk over India, contributing to an increased frequency 
and impacts of floods in urban areas. 

Air pollution in metro cities 

1. At least Rs 4,400 crore have been released in the Union Budget 2020-21 to 
tackle air pollution in 42 cities / urban agglomerations with a million-plus 
population. 

2. City-specific action plans have been prepared for the identified 132 non-
attainment and million-plus cities including metro cities and have been 
rolled out for implementation in these cities. 

3. These action plans focus on city-specific short- / medium- / long-term 
actions to control air pollution from sources such as vehicular emissions, 
road dust, burning of biomass / municipal solid waste, construction 
activities, industrial emissions, etc. 

4. Public Grievance Redressal System and Graded Response Action Plan have 
been developed and hot spots identified. 

5. City-level implementation committees and Air Quality Management Cells 
at the urban local bodies level have also been constituted to monitor the 
progress of city action plans at the ground level. 

Encroachment of water bodies 

1. Works related to the enumeration of water bodies, their protection from 
encroachment or diversion for use for other purposes, comes under the 
purview of the state government concerned.  
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2. However, from time to time, the Union Ministry of Jal Shakti conducts the 
census of minor irrigation schemes in the country, which captures data 
regarding water bodies in rural areas associated with irrigation. 

3. There are 516,303 water bodies in the rural areas of the country being used 
for minor irrigation purposes, out of which 53,396 are not in use for various 
reasons such as non-availability of water, siltation, salinity, etc., 
Bishweswar Tudu, minister of state for Jal Shakti (water resources) told 
the Lok Sabha. 

Cost economics of renewable energy sources 

1. The country has seen record low renewable energy tariffs of Rs 1.99 per 
kilowatt-hour for solar power and Rs 2.43 per KWh for wind power, quite 
favourable as compared to the tariff of electricity produced from non-
renewable energy sources. 

2. In line with the Prime Minister’s announcement at the 26th Conference of 
the Parties (CoP26) to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), the ministry is committed to achieving 500 GW 
of installed electricity capacity from non-fossil sources by 2030. 

Heavy metals in groundwater 

Lead, Cadmium, Chromium, Uranium and Arsenic in groundwater beyond the 
permissible limit has been encountered in three districts in Punjab. 

Old dams 

1. India has 1,175 large dams 
(including one dam of 
Punjab, Nangal dam) more 
than 50 years old 
(constructed in or before 
1971), according to the 
National Register of Large 
Dams (2019) maintained by 
the Central Water 
Commission. 

2. The country has 227 large 
dams having more than 100 
years of service life 
(constructed in or before 
1921), Tudu said. 
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MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following states has the highest number 
of Large Dams in India? 

a. Maharashtra 

b. Madhya Pradesh 

c. Gujarat  

d. Chhattisgarh 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Discuss various writs of the Supreme court. 

 


