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Current Affairs of the Day 
Govt. to revisit income criterion for EWS quota 

1. The Union Government has taken a 
considered decision to revisit the criteria 
for determining the economically 
weaker sections in terms of the 
provisions of the Explanation to Article 
15 of the Constitution inserted by the 
Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act 
2019, a Bench led by Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud recorded in its order. 

2. The court was hearing a case filed by 
NEET aspirants challenging a July 29 
notification announcing a 27% quota to 
OBCs and 10% reservation to the EWS in 
the All India Quota (AIQ) category. 

3. The EWS quota was meant for persons 
who earned less than ₹8 lakh annually 
and did not benefit from any other 
existing reservation. 

 

‘Bring in three-rate GST structure’ 
1. The Government can rationalise the GST 

rate structure without losing revenues by 
rejigging the four major rates of 5%, 
12%, 18% and 28% with a three-rate 
framework of 8%, 15% and 30%, as per 
a National Institute of Public Finance 
and Policy (NIPFP) study. 

2. Multiple rate changes since the 
introduction of the GST regime in July 
2017 have brought the effective GST rate 
to 11.6% from the original revenue-
neutral rate of 15.5%. 



 

2 

 

26.11.2021         Friday 

 

 

NFHS says women outnumber men 

 The fifth edition of the 
National Family Health 
Survey (NFHS) has 
confirmed signs of a 
demographic shift in 
India. For the first time 
since the NFHS began in 
1992, the proportion of 
women exceeded men: 
there were 1,020 women 
for 1,000 men. In the last 
edition of the survey in 
2015-16, there were 991 
women for every 1,000 
men. 

 Only the decadal Census 
is considered the official marker of population trends in India and has a 
wider surveillance programme. The NFHS surveys are smaller, but are 
conducted at the district level and are a pointer to the future. 
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Changing demographics: 

1. However, the sex ratio at birth for children born in the past five years only 
improved from 919 per 1,000 males in 2015-16 to 929 per 1,000, underscoring 
that boys, on average, continued to have better odds of survival than girls. 

2. Most Indian States and Union Territories (UTs) had more women than men, 
the NFHS-5 shows.  

3. A State-wise breakup of the NFHS data also shows that India is on its way 
to stabilising its population, with most States and UTs having a Total 
Fertility Rate (TFR) of less than two.  

4. Only six states — Bihar, Meghalaya, Manipur, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh 
— have a TFR above two.  

 

Centre mulls new testing modes after anaemia surge 

Concerned at the rise in cases of anaemia in India across the spectrum of its 
population, as revealed by the National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5), 
the Centre plans to change the mode of testing for it, along with initiating 
discussions with the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
on whether “racial 
characteristics” ought to be 
accounted for in determining 
anaemia levels in India. 

1. The survey found that 
anaemia in children had 
increased from 58.6% in 
the NFHS-4 to 67% in the 
NFHS-5. The NFHS-4 was 
conducted in 2015-16 and 
NFHS-5 in 2019-21. 

2. Anaemia in pregnant 
women increased to 
52.2% from 50.4%, and 
the percentage of women 
(15-49 years) who were 
anaemic also increased 
from 53% to 57%. The percentage of men aged 15-49 who were anaemic 
also rose from 22.7% to 25%. 
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3. The Centre has an ongoing programme called Anaemia Mukt Bharat 
(Anaemia-free India) to reduce the proportion of anaemia among children 
to 40%, pregnant women to 32% and lactating women to 40% by 2022. 
The current NFHS shows a lack of progress towards these goals. 

Anaemia  

1. Anaemia is commonly characterised by low levels of iron in the body. 
Anaemia is also believed to result from a lack of nutrition and inadequate 
intake of fresh fruits and vegetables as well as a deficiency of vitamin B-
12.  

2. The official said the Government would work with States that showed the 
most serious deterioration to determine if its ongoing programme of 
providing folic acid tablets and deworming pills was inadequate.  
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MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Discuss advantages and challenges associated with a 
decentralized financial system created by digital currencies and 
assets. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following are possible uses of cryptocurrency? 

1. As a medium of exchange 

2. To store value  

3. To hedge against inflation 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 1 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2, and 3 

 


