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Current Affairs of the Day 
The birth of Raimona, Assam’s sixth national park 

1. In June this year, the Assam government 
declared the state’s sixth national park, 
Raimona National Park, spreading over 
an area of 422 sq. km. in the Kokrajhar 
district under the Bodoland Territorial 
Region (BTR) combining parts of Ripu-
Chirang reserve forests. 

2. Known for its 
legendary 
elephant 
herds and rare 
butterflies, 
Raimona 
national park 
is also home 
to Gee’s 
golden langur, 
one of the 
world’s most 
endangered 
primates, and 
other rare 
species such 
as Bengal 
tiger, clouded 
leopard, gaur, 
and chital. 

3. The 
establishment 
of the park is 
expected to 
help boost 
biodiversity 
conservation, transboundary wildlife management, and ecotourism. 
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Rooftop solar prepares prosumers in Odisha for power cuts 
during disasters 

1. In 2019, during Cyclone Fani, some households in Odisha with off-grid 
rooftop solar systems, were able to access electricity when conventional 
power remained cut off for weeks. 

2. Now, solar development agencies in Odisha are also giving additional 
storage facilities for on-grid solar rooftop consumers in cyclone-prone areas 
in the state for electricity supply during disaster situations. 

3. Odisha’s on-grid prosumers, those who produce and consume energy, are 
reporting reduced power bills after switching to rooftop solar under the net-
metering regime. However, expensive installations and lack of timely 
subsidy from the union government are still some of the challenges for the 
expansion of rooftop solar in the state. 
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Geographical Information System (GIS) plans for around 
75% Gram Panchayats completed 

Contributions of Mahatma Gandhi NREGS has 
enhanced significantly by using the GIS-Based 
Planning approach and impacts of which is visible 
at ground level. The development of quality assets at 
the Gram Panchayat level has been taking place 
through proper planning and decision making 

1. Mahatma Gandhi NREGS has always emphasized 
Natural Resource Management (NRM) based planning to enhance the 
livelihood and NRM resource base in rural areas.  

2. The systematic development of land, harnessing of rainwater following 
watershed principles and creation of income-generating assets has become 
an important aspect of Mahatma Gandhi NREGS works.  

3. The planning of works under Mahatma Gandhi NREGS are now carried out 
using advanced technologies viz. Geographical Information System (GIS) 
and Remote Sensing (RS). 
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4. Leveraged for this purpose is the much acclaimed ‘Bhuvan’ space 
technology solution from the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) of 
the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). 

5. To further facilitate Gram Panchayat level planning of Mahatma Gandhi 
NREGS activities across India, Yuktdhara Geospatial Planning portal has 
been developed on Bhuvan Platform by National Remote Sensing Centre 
(NRSC), Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) under the guidance of 
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA division MoRD.  

6. This planning portal also helps the other Ministries and Departments to see 
the geographical location of planned assets on a map in the web 
management system, which integrates planning for works, optimises 
convergence plans and facilitates effective monitoring of the 
implementation of works and creation of assets. 

7. The Ministry is also working towards integrating climate data with the 
above data through a joint initiative with FCDO of the UK, known as CRISP-
M, which will further enable the local communities to understand the 
impact of changing climate in terms of various geophysical parameters 
and make smart decisions on them.  

 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Discuss the factors which make farmers of Northwest 
India a potent pressure group as compared to farmers of 
the rest of India. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements  

1. Raimona National Park is situated in the Bodoland 
Territorial Region 

2. It is famous for the Golden langurs 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


