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Current Affairs of the Day 
‘Navy’s plan for a 170-ship force on course’ 
1. The Navy’s plan for a 170 ship force is underway, and some changes in 

timelines are being finalised. The Navy had budgeted for a second 
indigenous aircraft carrier in its Maritime Capability Perspective Plan 
(MCPP). 

2. The Navy will commission the first Project-15B class stealth-guided missile 
destroyer Visakhapatnam on November 21, and the fourth Scorpene-class 
submarine Vela on November 25. 

Expanding capacity 

1. We live in a time when global and regional balances of power are shifting 
rapidly and the region of most rapid change is undoubtedly the Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR). 

2. The Navy currently has 130 ships and had earlier planned to achieve 
securing 200, which was revised to 170 ships by 2027. 

3. The timeline is now being revised as the Navy is revising its MCPP for the 
next 15 years, which is expected to be ready by next year and will be in 
line with the 10-year Integrated Capability Development Plan (ICDP) being 
formulated by the Department of Military Affairs to bring in service 
integration. 

4. China has been rapidly expanding its Navy, rolling out more ships than any 
other country amid its expanding global footprint, especially in the Indian 
Ocean Region. 

 

There’s a need for transparency in the transfer of judges 

When the process is opaque, there are speculations about bias or favouritism. 
Collegium must suggest correctives 

Transfer of a Judge: 

1. Of course, all high courts are equal and high court judges across the country 
enjoy the same powers and privileges.  

2. Article 222 of the Constitution deals with the transfer of judges and states 
that the President may, after consultation with the Chief Justice of India 
(CJI), transfer a judge from one high court to another.  
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3. This article has been subject to extensive judicial review and interpretation 
and recalling the historical context may be helpful to understand its 
present-day usage and contours. 

4. Post-Emergency, a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court interpreted 
Article 222 in the Sankalchand H Sheth case. While concurring with the 
majority, Justice P N Bhagwati held that the transfer of a judge from one 
court to another inflicts many injuries on the individual.  

5. He noted that the consent of the judge proposed to be transferred as part 
of the scheme and language of Article 222. He also held that if the power 
of transfer is vested solely with the executive, it undermines judicial 
independence and eats into the basic features of the Constitution. 

6. Subsequently, the Supreme Court decided three cases popularly known as 
the “First, Second and Third Judges’ Cases”, which interpreted Article 222 
and its working. Cumulatively, the First and Second Judges’ cases resulted 
in the formation of the Collegium System by interpreting “consultation” 
with the CJI to really mean “concurrence”.  

7. Such concurrence is of the Supreme Court as an institution and is arrived 
at by the CJI upon discussion with the two senior-most judges. The Third 
Judges’ case expanded the collegium to include the five senior-most judges, 
including the CJI. 

Judges speak primarily 
through their decisions. 
When reasons for 
transfer are not known, 
it leads to speculation 
that only 
“inconvenient” judges 
get transferred. This 
could be seen as 
degrading the work a 
judge is doing. The 
objective here is not to 
question the collective 
wisdom of the 
Collegium. But when the judiciary misses no opportunity to uphold the basic 
structure doctrine and preserve at all cost its independence, there is a need for 
transparency in judicial functioning to dispel all notions of favouritism, bias 
or governmental interference.  
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Explained: S-400 purchase & implications 

What is S-400? 

Considered one of the most advanced and potent air defence systems in the 
world, S-400 Triumf has the capability to protect against almost all sorts of 
aerial attacks, including drones, missiles, rockets and even fighter jets. The 
system, intended to act as a shield over a particular area, is a long-range 
surface-to-air missile system. 

How does it work? 

1. S-400 detects an aerial threat approaching the air defence bubble (the 
area it has to protect), calculates the trajectory of the threat, and fires 
missiles to counter it. 

2. It has long-range surveillance radars that send information to the 
command vehicle. On identifying the target, the command vehicle orders a 
missile launch. 

3. Think of the Iron Dome, recently used by Israel to protect against incoming 
rockets from Gaza May. Only, S-400 has the capacity to protect a much 
larger area from threats that are much farther. 

Why has India bought them? 

To protect against attacks by missiles, or fighter jets from China or Pakistan. 
From the perspective of the Indian Air Force, “there is no alternative system 
capable of serving its long-range air defence requirements, from the 
standpoint of either capability or cost”.  

Why is the US upset with it? 

There are several reasons.  

1. One is that the US wants India to wean off its traditional reliance on 
Russian defence systems.  

2. But the larger cause of concerns about the deal for the Indo-American 
relationship lies in a 2017 law passed by the US named Countering 
America’s Adversaries through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), whose objective is 
to counter American adversaries Iran, Russia and North Korea through 
punitive measures.  

3. The Act empowers the US President to impose sanctions on persons who 
engage in a “significant transaction” with Russian defence and intelligence 
sectors. The US imposed sanctions on Turkey, a longstanding NATO ally, in 
December 2020 over its purchase of the system. 
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India and the US 
have a 
comprehensive global 
strategic partnership 
and India has a 
special and privileged 
strategic partnership 
with Russia. India 
has always pursued 
an independent 
foreign policy. This 
also applies to our 
defence acquisitions 
and supplies which 
are guided by our 
national security 
interests. 
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MCQs  
Q1. Consider the following statements  
1. Article 222 of the Constitution deals with the transfer of 

judges  
2. Cumulatively, the First and Second Judges’ cases resulted 

in the formation of the Collegium System by interpreting 
the President’s “consultation” with the CJI to really 
mean “concurrence” 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2  
d. Neither 1 nor 2 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. The recent ordinance that allows the Centre to extend 
the tenure of the Director of the CBI is timely and merited. 
Critically Discuss. 

 


