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The next step is a constitutional right to health 

The pandemic has exposed and aggravated the cracks in our healthcare 
systems, and this is a lesson we cannot afford to ignore and not learn. 

Through the eyes of citizens: Farmers, Women and Children 

1. Farmers are the primary protectors of our fundamental right to life. Yet, 
the majority remain at a loose end when it comes to their own rights and 
well-being, and that 
of their families.  

2. Without an anchor 
during times of severe 
illness or disease, 
generations of 
children of small and 
landless farmers, and 
unorganised, migrant 
and seasonal workers 
are thrown into 
bondage and debt by 
having to pay for 
medical costs from their limited earnings.  

3. Employment benefit schemes do not reach them, and the ones that do are 
mostly on paper. The implementation of the right to health can provide 
simple, transparent and quality health care to those who are most in need 
of such care. 

4. Women bear a disproportionate burden of the gaps in our healthcare 
system. The taboos and patriarchal expectations surrounding their health 
leads to immense avoidable suffering.  

5. In addition, social and economic challenges prevent them from freely and 
openly accessing the little care that is available. A ‘Right to Health’ would 
mean that services reach the woman where and when she needs them. 

6. Bachpan Bachao organisation has rescued over 1,00,000 such children from 
child labour, bonded labour, and trafficking. When rescued, these children 
are ridden with complex health impacts of working — primarily 
tuberculosis, skin diseases, eyesight impairment, and malnutrition, besides 
the substantial mental health impact.  

7. These children have been denied a safety net of early childhood care and 
protection, the consequences of which are felt for a lifetime. The ‘Right to 
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Health’ will help transition the children in exploitative conditions into a 
safer future. 

 

Need for a constitutional ‘Right to Health’ 

1. A constitutional ‘Right to 
Health’ will transform not 
only the health and well-
being of our people but will 
act as a leap for the 
economic and 
developmental progress of 
the nation.  

2. Presently, any investment 
in health care fails to 
translate into a sense of 
security and sanctuary for 
the people of India. 
Instead, the complex and 
often corrupt means of accessing even existing health care only adds to 
the suffering instead of alleviating it.  

3. The vision for Ayushman Bharat will be strengthened with a constitutional 
‘Right to Health’. The immediate financial security that will come with the 
constitutional ‘Right to Health’ will be seen as a measurable impact on 
family savings, greater investment, and jobs creation on the one hand, and 
in the long-term emotional, psychological and social security of people. 

 


