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Current Affairs of the Day 
Malaria vaccine: India needs it too, say experts 

The anti-malaria vaccine, Mosquirix, has been developed by pharma major 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). It has been termed as partially effective due to low 
efficacy. 

1. Malaria experts say 
that India should 
prepare to get the first 
vaccine against the 
disease so as to 
immunise people in 
select states, despite 
its declining disease 
burden. The World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) has recently 
approved the vaccine. 

2. India contributed to 
the largest drop in 
cases in the WHO’s 
South-East Asia region 
— six million from 
approximately 20 
million. This is 
according to the 
WHO’s latest World 
Malaria Report. 

3. But the cases can flare up at any time. Malaria is sensitive to rain, 
precipitation and other such weather conditions that have been erratic. 

4. Insecticides sprayed to get rid of the malaria parasite as well as mixed into 
bed nets were a source of environmental pollution. 

5. The nets are a big problem as they are treated with insecticides treated 
with polyester. It is an environmental hazard and their disposal is a big 
problem. Vaccines were required in India to get rid of these, he added. 
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Study finds high level of pharma contaminants in Cauvery 

1. A new study has 
found that the 
waters of the 
Cauvery river in 
south India are 
polluted by a range 
of emerging 
contaminants that 
include 
pharmaceutically 
active compounds, 
personal care 
products, plastics, 
flame retardants, 
heavy metals and 
pesticides, among 
many others.  

2. Of these, 
pharmaceutical 
contamination was 
found to be 
particularly serious 
as their presence in water bodies even in minuscule amounts can harm 
human beings and the ecosystem in the long run. 

3. In the study, a team of researchers from the Indian Institute of Technology-
Madras (IIT-M). 
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Practice 
MCQ 

Q. Recently, the Union government set up the National Asset 
Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL). Consider the 
following statements in this regard 

1. It has been constituted as a Bad bank under the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949 

2. It is wholly owned by the central government 

3. It will resolve future stressed assets only 

Which of the above is/are incorrect? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q. Data based revolution is a big possibility in Indian 
agriculture but it has many challenges. Discuss. 

 


