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Current Affairs of the Day 
NS2, a win-win proposition 

1. While the Iran-Pakistan-India gas 
pipeline, the Iran-India undersea 
pipeline, and the Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India pipeline 
remain pipe dreams, the Nord Stream 
2 (NS2) running from Russia to 
Germany across the Baltic Sea is now 
complete despite controversy.  

2. NS2’s manufacture began in 2016 and 
construction in 2018. The 1,224 km, 
$11-billion underwater link is the 
shortest, most economical and 
environment-friendly route to double 
Russia’s gas export to Germany.  

3. The pipeline offers stability to the 
strategically important energy trade 
because Russia’s dependence on the European Union and vice-versa are 
increased and this should promote realism. 
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‘Pandora Papers’ expose top world leaders 

1. More than a dozen heads of 
state and government, 
including the King of Jordan 
and the Czech Prime 
Minister, have hidden millions 
in offshore tax havens, 
according to an investigation 
published by the ICIJ media 
consortium. 

2. The so-called “Pandora 
Papers” investigation — 
involving some 600 journalists 
from media including The 
Washington Post, the BBC and The Guardian — is based on the leak of 
some 11.9 million documents from 14 financial services companies around 
the world. 

3. The “Pandora Papers” are the latest in a series of mass ICIJ leaks of 
financial documents that started with LuxLeaks in 2014 and were followed 
by the Panama Papers, the Paradise Papers and FinCen. 
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The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) 

1. It is an independent, Washington, D.C.-based international network of more 
than 200 investigative journalists and 100 media organizations in over 70 
countries.  

2. Launched in 1997 by the Center for Public Integrity, ICIJ was spun off in 
February 2017 into a fully independent organization working on "issues such 
as "cross-border crime, corruption, and the accountability of power."  

3. The ICIJ has exposed smuggling and tax evasion by multinational tobacco 
companies (2000), "by organized crime syndicates; investigated private 
military cartels, asbestos companies, and climate change lobbyists; and 
broke new ground by publicizing details of Iraq and Afghanistan war 
contracts." 

 

Vikrant to sail out for Phase 2 trials 

1. The maiden sea trials of the 
indigenous aircraft carrier 
Vikrant have progressed very 
well. Vikrant is expected to be 
delivered to the Navy in April 
and likely to be 
commissioned in August 
2022. 

2. During the maiden sea trial, 
Vikrant’s performance, 
including hull, main 
propulsion, power generation 
and distribution and auxiliary 
equipment, were tested.  

3. Only five or six nations currently have the capability of manufacturing an 
aircraft carrier — India joins this elite club now. Experts and Navy officials 
said India has demonstrated the capacity and self-reliance to build what 
is considered to be one of the most advanced and complex battleships in 
the world. 

4. India’s earlier aircraft carriers were either built by the British or the 
Russians. The INS Vikramaditya, currently the Navy’s only aircraft carrier 
that was commissioned in 2013, started out as the Soviet-Russian Admiral 
Gorshkov. The country’s two earlier carriers, INS Vikrant and INS Viraat, 
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were originally the British-built HMS Hercules and HMS Hermes before 
being commissioned into the Navy in 1961 and 1987 respectively. 

 
 

7 out of 106 names suggested as HC judges cleared so far: CJI 
1. Chief Justice of India N.V. 

Ramana said the government 
had so far cleared seven of the 
106 names recommended as 
High Court judges by the 
Supreme Court Collegium since 
May. 

2. The CJI said the appointments, 
as they came through from the 
government side, would take 
care of the issues of pendency in 
the High Courts to some extent. 
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Toxic firecrackers 

The story so far:  

The Supreme Court observed that six 
major fireworks manufacturers had 
violated orders requiring them not to 
use prohibited chemicals such as 
Barium salts and to label the 
firecrackers in compliance with the 
law.  

What did the Supreme Court rule 
three years ago? 

Three years ago, the court ruled out 
a full ban on firecrackers and issued 
orders stipulating that only 
reduced emission and green 
crackers be allowed, with 
tight restrictions on timings 
when they could be burst.  

What is the controversy? 

1. Firecrackers use fuel and 
oxidisers to produce a 
combustion reaction, 
and the resulting 
explosion spreads the 
material in a 
superheated state. The 
metal salts in the 
explosive mix get 
‘excited’ and emit light.  

2. The interaction between 
the firecracker fuel and 
the oxidiser releases 
energy. Metals in the 
mix, which have a 
varying arrangement of 
electrons in shells 
outside their nucleus, produce different wavelengths of light in this 
reaction, generating spectacular colours.  
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3. Barium compounds, 
for example, produce 
green light and 
Strontium and 
Lithium salts, red. But 
as many studies 
show, the burning of 
firecrackers is an 
unusual and peak 
source of pollution, 
made up of particles 
and gases.  

4. The Central Pollution 
Control Board 
conducted a study in 
Delhi in 2016 and 
found that the levels 
of Aluminium, 
Barium, Potassium, 
Sulphur, Iron and 
Strontium rose sharply on Deepavali night, from low to extremely high.  

5. This has resulted in litigation calling for a total ban on firecrackers, and 
court orders to restrict the type of chemicals used as well as their volume. 
Many crackers also violate legal limits on sound. 

Can green crackers make a difference? 

1. The Central government says the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, through its National Environmental Engineering Research 
Institute (CSIR-NEERI), Nagpur, has come out with firecrackers that have 
“reduced emission light and sound” and 30% less particulate matter using 
Potassium Nitrate as oxidant.  

2. These crackers are named Safe Water Releaser, which minimises Potassium 
Nitrate and Sulphur use, but matches the sound intensity of conventional 
crackers, Safe Minimal Aluminium, where Aluminium use is low and Safe 
Thermite Crackers with low Sulphur and Potassium Nitrate. These crackers 
are to be identified using unique QR codes to guide consumers.  

3. The Supreme Court had also previously ordered that the Petroleum and 
Explosives Safety Organisation should certify the composition of fireworks 
only after being assured that they were not made of banned chemicals. 
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What are the concerns of the digital health missions? 

The story so far:  

1. The Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Mission (ABDM) aims to give every 
citizen a unique digital health ID that 
involves their health records being 
digitally protected and making 
health a “holistic and inclusive 
model”. 

2.  Under the mission, users can access 
and link personal records with their 
unique ID to create a longitudinal 
health history. The model will stress 
preventive healthcare and, in case of 
disease, easy, affordable and accessible treatment. 

How will it work? 

1. In order to be a part of the ABDM, citizens will have to create a unique 
health ID – a randomly generated 14-digit identification number. The ID 
will give the user unique identification, authentication and will be a 
repository of all health records of a person.  

2. The Ministry said the Digital Ecosystem will enable a host of other facilities 
like digital consultation, consent of patients in letting medical practitioners 
access their records, and so forth. It’s also geared up to connect the digital 
health solutions of hospitals across the country with each other.  

What about privacy issues? 

1. The citizen’s consent is vital for all access. A beneficiary’s consent is vital 
to ensure that information is released. Records are stored under retention 
policies and can be accessed only with the consent of users, said the Health 
Ministry.  

2. Besides, users can delete and exit the service any time they want. The 
account could be reactivated after which the user can share the ID at any 
health facility or share health records over the ABDM network.  

What are some of the challenges? 

1. India has been unable to standardise the coverage and quality of the 
existing digital cards like One Nation One Ration card, PM-JAY card, 
Aadhaar card, etc., for accessibility of services and entitlements.  



 

8 

 

04.10.2021         Monday 

2. The data migration and inter-State transfer are still faced with multiple 
errors and shortcomings in addition to concerns of data security.  

3. The defence of data security by expressed informed consent doesn’t work 
in a country that is plagued by the acute shortage of healthcare 
professionals to inform the client fully.  

4. With the minuscule spending of 1.3% of the GDP on the healthcare sector, 
India will be unable to ensure the quality and uniform access to healthcare 
that it hoped to bring about. 

5. Personalised data collected at multiple levels are a “sitting gold mine” for 
insurance companies, international researchers, and pharma companies.  

6. COVID-19 has taught us that the availability of the private sector is not 
homogeneous and it can’t provide quality service which is charged 
transparently and is affordable to the common man.  

India’s public health system has to be strengthened and rejuvenated much 
more before we bring in the fancy Digital Health Mission. Experts add that 
lack of access to technology, poverty, and lack of understanding of the 
language in a vast and diverse country like India are problems that need to be 
looked into. 

 

Why is the government 
against caste census? 

The story so far:  

1. In an affidavit filed in the 
Supreme Court, the Union 
government has ruled out 
conducting a Socio-Economic 
Caste Census (SECC), stating 
that a caste census (except 
that for the Scheduled Castes 
and the Scheduled Tribes done 
traditionally) was unfeasible, 
“administratively difficult and 
cumbersome”.  

2. The affidavit was in response 
to a writ petition by the 
Maharashtra government 
seeking directions to the Union 
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government to collect data on the Backward Class of Citizens (BCC) of 
rural India during the enumeration of the 2021 census.  

3. The petition also wanted the Centre to disclose the raw caste data on other 
backward classes (OBCs) collected during SECC-2011.  

What is the substance of the Centre’s affidavit? 

1. The government’s affidavit covers three different aspects of the caste 
census issue, as reflected in the writ petition. It first explains why it cannot 
make public the caste data collected under the SECC-2011.  

2. Then it argues that the judiciary cannot direct the government to conduct 
a caste census because it is a “policy decision” not to do so, and the 
judiciary cannot interfere with government policy.  

3. And finally, it elaborates on why it is neither practical nor administratively 
feasible to attempt a caste census. 

What is the status of the data collected under the SECC-2011? 

In its affidavit, the government acknowledges that the SECC-2011’s caste data 
of 130 crore Indians have been with the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment for five years.  

Why won’t the government make raw data public? 

1. The flaws in the data stem primarily from the fact that no registry of 
castes was prepared before conducting the 2011 caste census.  

2. This resulted in mistakes by enumerators, who spelt the same caste in 
dozens of different ways. With no consistent way to aggregate or segregate 
same or similar castes with variant spellings, the number of caste 
categories ballooned.  

3. In Maharashtra, for instance, the existing SC, ST and OBC categories, as 
per government records, are only 494. But the 2011 caste census yielded 
4,28,677 castes.  

4. While the State’s population was 10.3 crore, about 1.17 crore (more than 
11%) were found to be of ‘no caste’. Also, 99% of the castes enumerated 
had a population of fewer than 100 persons.  

5. At the national level, whereas the total number of castes as per the last 
caste census of 1931 was 4,147, the SECC-2011 showed the presence of 46 
lakh different castes.  

6. Since the total number cannot be “exponentially high to this extent”, the 
government has said this entire data set is flawed and the census 
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unreliable, rendering it unusable for the purposes of reservations and 
policy.  

7. For these reasons, it has refused to make public even the raw caste data 
of the SECC-2011. 

Why will castes not be counted along with the regular 2021 census? 

1. The government has cited numerous administrative, operational and 
logistical reasons to argue that collecting caste data during the 2021 census 
is unfeasible and attempting it could endanger the census exercise itself.  

2. It begins by pointing to the difference in caste categories according to 
different lists. While the Central list contained 2,479 OBC castes, there 
were 3,150 OBC castes as per the lists of all the States and Union Territories 
taken together.  

3. If a caste-related question is included, it would “return thousands of castes 
as the people use their clan/gotra, sub-caste and caste names 
interchangeably”.  

4. Since enumerators are part-timers with 6-7 days of training and “not an 
investigator or verifier”, the affidavit states, “it would be difficult to 
meaningfully tabulate and classify caste returns.” 

5. Secondly, the preparatory work for a census starts three to four years 
earlier. As for the census, the questionnaires have already been finalised 
and field-tested. It is, therefore, not possible to add additional questions 
about caste now.  

6. Third, unlike in the case of the SCs and the STs, there is no constitutional 
mandate for the Registrar-General and Census Commissioner, India, to 
provide the census figures of the OBCs and the BCCs.  

7. And lastly, it has cited the 2014 Supreme Court judgment setting aside two 
orders of the Madras High Court directing the Centre to conduct a caste 
census.  

8. As per this Supreme Court judgment, what information to collect in a census 
is a policy decision of the government, and while the court may find a 
certain policy untenable, it was “legally impermissible” for the court to 
dictate to the government what policy it ought to follow. 

What are the arguments of those demanding a caste census? 

1. Political parties batting for the caste census cite the need for caste-wise 
data to justify the extension of reservations to various communities.  
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2. On the other hand, there is also a large body of scholarly work, done by 
sociologists, political scientists and historians, which bypass the welfare 
argument to assert that India’s fundamental mistake in its battle to 
overcome caste was not doing a caste census.  

3. According to these scholars, formal blindness to caste in a casteist society 
results in a denial of the web of caste-based privileges that continue to 
funnel opportunities to those at the top of the caste hierarchy.  

4. They point out that while the very term ‘caste’ has come to be associated 
with ‘lower castes’, the SCs or the OBCs, the upper castes tend to appear 
“casteless”.  

5. They argue that in order to abolish caste, it is essential to first abolish 
caste-derived privileges, and in order to do that, the state must first map 
castes and their socio-economic status privileges/deprivations, which is 
what a caste census seeks to do. 

 

A tiny plant that can ‘digest’ low-density plastic sheets 

From the murky waters of a 
lake in Chennai, researchers 
isolated an alga that breaks 
down low-density polyethene.  

1. Researchers from the 
University of Madras and 
Presidency College, 
Chennai, have isolated an 
alga species that shows 
promise as an agent of 
biodegradation of plastic 
sheets.  

2. According to the Central Pollution Control Board’s annual report for the year 
2011-12, the plastic waste generated in a year amounted to 5.6 million 
metric tonnes. Only 60% of the plastic used in India was collected and 
recycled. The metros alone contributed some 21.2% of the total waste, led 
by Delhi, followed by Chennai, Kolkata and Mumbai. 

3. The usual means of disposal of plastic waste involves incineration, land-
filling and recycling. These methods have limitations and also sometimes 
produce side effects that are hazardous to the environment. Hence, 
researchers are on the lookout for biodegradation methods that are safe 
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and environment friendly. It is in this context that the present study gains 
importance. 

Common alga, epiphyte 

1. In earlier studies, species of bacteria that degrade plastic have been 
studied.  

2. In the present study, this role is played by the microalga Uronema 
africanum Borge. This is a species of microalgae that is commonly found 
in Africa, Asia and Europe. In Rangoon, Burma, it was noted to be an 
epiphyte, attaching itself to other algae and plants. 

 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. India needs a sensible regulatory framework for India to catch 
up with the rapidly changing commercial dynamic in outer space. 
Discuss the success and future challenges of the Indian space 
programme. 

 

Practice 
MCQ 

Q. Which of the following does best explain Nord Stream 2 (NS-
2)? 

a. A Part of Gulf stream hot current 

b. A Gas Pipeline between Russia and Germany 

c. Russia made a quantum communication channel 

d. New commercial sea route in arctic sea 

 


