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Current Affairs of the Day 
Renunciation of Indian citizenship is now simpler 

1. The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has 
simplified the process for Indians who want 
to renounce their citizenship. Provisions have 
been made for applicants to upload 
documents online, with an upper limit of 60 
days for the renunciation process to be 
completed. 

2. Over 6.7 lakh Indians renounced their 
citizenship between 2015-19, the Lok Sabha 
was informed in February. 

3. In 2018, the MHA revised Form XXII under the Citizenship Rules for 
declaration of renunciation of citizenship, which for the first time included 
a column on “circumstances/reasons due to which applicant intends to 
acquire foreign citizenship and renounce Indian citizenship”. 

4. The Ministry issued new guidelines on September 16 stating that the form, 
after being filled online, has to be downloaded, signed and submitted at 
the District Magistrate’s office, if the applicant is in India, or at the nearest 
Indian mission, if she or he is in a foreign country. 

 

Methods of Acquiring Citizenship of India 

5 ways of acquiring Indian citizenship are: 

1. By Birth 

2. By Acquisition or Incorporation of Territory 

3. By Descent 

4. By Registration 

5. By Naturalization 
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The Citizenship Act, 1955 also lays 
down the three modes by which an 
Indian citizen, whether a citizen at the 
commencement of the Constitution or 
subsequent to it, may lose his 
citizenship. These are renunciation, 
termination and deprivation. 

1. A renunciation is a voluntary act by 
which a person after acquiring the 
citizenship of another country gives 
up his Indian citizenship. 

2. Termination takes place by 
operation of law. When an Indian 
citizen voluntarily acquires the 
citizenship of another country, he 
automatically ceases to be an Indian 
citizen. 

3. Deprivation is a compulsory termination of the citizenship of India obtained 
by Registration or Naturalization. Citizenship is deprived on the basis of an 
order of the Government of India, in cases involving the acquisition of Indian 
citizenship by fraud, false representation and concealment of a material 
fact or being disloyal to the Constitution etc. 

 

September PMI signals uptick in manufacturing expansion 

1. Manufacturing activity expanded 
at a slightly improved pace in 
September, IHS Markit’s survey-
based Purchasing Managers’ Index 
(PMI) signalled, even as raw 
material shortages and high fuel 
and transport costs intensified 
price pressures and pushed input 
cost inflation to a five-month 
high. 

2. The index rose last month to 53.7, 
from August’s 52.3, marking the third straight month of expansion, with 
consumer goods showing the highest growth in output and international 
sales picking up momentum.  
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3. Business confidence also 
improved on expectations of 
increased production in the 
year ahead, despite the 
pandemic.  

4. A PMI number greater than 
50 indicates expansion in 
business activity. A number 
less than 50 shows 
contraction. The rate of 
expansion is also judged by 
the difference from the 
mid-point (50) and also by the previous month's data.  

 

Purchasing Managers’ Index 

1. PMI is an indicator of business activity — both in the manufacturing and 
services sectors. 
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2. It is a survey-based measure that asks the respondents about changes in 
their perception of some key business variables from the month before. 

3. It is calculated separately for the manufacturing and services sectors and 
then a composite index is constructed. 

4. IHS Markit produces the PMI for India. The IHS Markit India Manufacturing 
Purchasing Managers’ Index measures the performance of India’s 
manufacturing sector. The index is derived after a survey of 500 
manufacturing companies. 

 

Exports rise 21%, exceed pre-pandemic Sept. level 
1. India’s merchandise exports grew 21.3% year-on-year to $33.44 billion in 

September and were 28.5% higher than the pre-COVID level of September 
2019.  

2. Merchandise imports, however, grew faster to $56.38 billion, 84.8% higher 
than September 2020 and almost 50% over the pre-pandemic level, as per 
preliminary estimates. 

3. Total merchandise exports in the first half of the year amounted to $197.11 
billion, close to 57% higher than 2020 and 23.8% more than in 2019. This 
means exports will have to gain further momentum over the rest of the 
year to meet the government’s $400 billion targets for 2021-22. 

4. The trade deficit hit a record of almost $23 billion in September, widening 
the overall trade deficit in the current fiscal year to $78.81 billion, more 
than a tripling from a year earlier, but still 11.4% below the 2019 level. 

Q. With reference to the international trade of India at present, which of the 
following statements is/are correct? (SET B-2020 Prelims) 

1. India’s merchandise exports are less than its merchandise imports. 
2. India’s imports of iron and steel, chemicals, fertilizers and machinery 

have decreased in recent years. 
3. India’s exports of services are more than its imports of services. 
4. India suffers from an overall trade/current account deficit. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1,3 and 4 
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Why Canada marked first National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation this year 

The aim of the holiday is to educate and 
remind the citizens of the history of 
indigenous children and remember their 
suffering. 

1. Canada marked its first-ever National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation on 
Thursday to honour the lost children 
and survivors of the country’s indigenous residential schools, their families 
and communities. 

2. The aim of the holiday is to educate and remind the citizens of the history 
of indigenous children and remember their suffering. All citizens were 
encouraged to wear the colour orange to highlight how indigenous children 
were robbed of their culture and freedoms. 

 

‘Ethanol production absorbed 2 MT of sugar’ 
1. Almost two million tonnes 

(MT) of sugar were 
diverted for ethanol 
production during the last 
sugar season (October 
2020 to September 2021). 

2. The ethanol journey has 
just begun. And, we look 
forward to new technological interventions in future, and align our policies 
and programmes in a manner that we make the best of these value chains 
and enrich all stakeholders... and also help economies not only in India but 
globally to prosper. 

Sugarcane ethanol: 

Sugarcane ethanol is an alcohol-based fuel produced by the fermentation of 
sugarcane juice and molasses. Because it is a clean, affordable and low-carbon 
biofuel, sugarcane ethanol has emerged as a leading renewable fuel for the 
transportation sector. 
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There are two principal residues from sugarcane-to-ethanol production 
including bagasse (solid residue) and vinasse (liquid residue). Normally, 
bagasse is used to provide heat/steam/electricity for the ethanol plant. 
However, vinasse could not be used as an energy source and has to be treated 
before disposal. Therefore, vinasse is still a major burden for sugarcane ethanol 
production. 

Indian Target: 

The government had last year set a target of 10 per cent ethanol blending in 
petrol by 2022 and 10 per cent ethanol blending in a diesel by 2030. But seeing 
the kind of strides that the country has made in the past seven years, we 
have decided to reduce the timeline by five years now India is to achieve 20% 
blending by 2025. 
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Practice 
MCQ 

Q. Which of the following countries recently observed its first-
ever National Day for Truth and Reconciliation? 

a. Canada 

b. Germany 

c. France 

d. England 

 

MAINS 
DAWP 

Q1. Discuss benefits and challenges associated with the adoption 
of ethanol blending. 

 

Q2. “For all the attention it has received, the goal of scientific 
waste management and full sanitation that Mahatma Gandhi 
emphasised even a century ago remains largely aspirational 
today”. Critically examine. 

 


