
 

1 

 

30.09.2021         Thursday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
Probe shows the use of toxic material in firecrackers: SC 

1. The Supreme Court said a preliminary 
enquiry by the CBI into the firecracker 
industry, including in Tamil Nadu, revealed 
rampant violation of its ban on the use of 
toxic ingredients like barium and its salts. 

2. The court said loose quantities of barium 
were purchased from the market. 
Firecracker covers did not show the 
manufacture or expiry dates. 
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24 lakh pre-primary students to get meals 

1. The Centre has rebranded the 26-year-old national mid-day meal scheme 
to give a hot 
cooked meal to 
11.8 crore 
government 
school students 
from Classes I to 
VIII, with the 
Cabinet 
approving a 
proposal to 
rename it as the 
PM POSHAN 
(Poshan Shakti 
Nirman) 
scheme. 

2. From the next 
financial year, it 
will also cover 
the 24 lakh 
children studying in balvatikas, the pre-primary section of government 
schools. 

3. The extension of mid-day meals to pre-primary students, who are to be 
incorporated into the formal education system, was a key recommendation 
of the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 and the population of 
balvatikas — which offer one year of pre-school classes — is expected to 
rise from the existing 24 lakh as the policy is implemented. 

4. However, there has been no progress on the NEP’s other recommendation 
to start offering breakfasts to school students as well.  

5. The PM POSHAN scheme has been approved for the next five-year period 
until 2025-26, with a collective outlay of ₹1.31 lakh crore, including ₹31,733 
crores as the share to be borne by the State governments.  

6. It will improve nutritional status, encourage education and learning and 
increase enrolments in government schools 
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India, Australia sign ‘Terms of Reference’ for the navy to 
navy talks 

1. The Indian Navy and the Australian 
Navy signed the ‘Terms of Reference’ 
(ToR) for the conduct of the navy to 
navy talks under the framework of 
the ‘Joint Guidance for the India-
Australia Navy to Navy Relationship’ 
document, signed by the two Navy 
Chiefs in August. This is the first such 
document signed by the Indian Navy 
with any country. 

2. The document set the navy to navy 
talks as the principal medium for guiding the bilateral cooperation, the 
Indian Navy said in a statement. “The document would be pivotal in 
consolidating the shared commitment to promoting peace, security, 
stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region,” it stated. 
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3. The ToR detailed the modalities for an engagement at various levels 
between the two navies and streamlined the process, an official source 
said. 

4. The document provided flexibility for the implementation of separate 
agreements based on the specific outcomes of the talks.  

5. The highlights of the document included close cooperation in regional and 
multilateral fora, including the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), 
Western Pacific Naval Symposium (WPNS) and Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA). 

 

IORA Members: 23 

The Indian Ocean 
Rim Association 
is an inter-
governmental 
organisation that 
was established 
on 7 March 1997. 
IORA’s apex body 
is the Council of 
Foreign Ministers 
(COM) which 
meets annually. 
The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) assumed the role of Chair from November 2019 - November 
2021, followed by the People's Republic of Bangladesh.  

Promoting sustained growth and balanced development within the Indian 
Ocean region, IORA strengthens cooperation and dialogue with the Member 
States namely: 

Europe (1) French Republic (Due to Indian ocean island 
territories) 

Africa (5) Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, South 
Africa 

South Asia (4) Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Maldives 
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Indian Ocean Island 
countries (4) 

Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles 

Southeast Asia (4) Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore 

Australia (1) Australia 

Middle east (4) Iran, Yemen, United Arab Emirates, Oman 

All sovereign States of the Indian Ocean Rim are eligible for membership of 
the Association. To become members, States must adhere to the principles 
and objectives enshrined in the Charter of the Association. 

Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 

1. The Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, commonly known as IONS, is a forum 
to increase maritime cooperation among the littoral states of the Indian 
Ocean Region.  

2. The forum helps to preserve peaceful relations between nations, and thus 
is critical to building an effective maritime security architecture in the 
Indian Ocean Region and is also fundamental to our collective prosperity. 

3. The inaugural IONS Seminar was held by the Indian Navy in 2008. IONS 
includes 24 nations that permanently hold territory that abuts or lies 
within the Indian Ocean and 8 observer nations: 

Members 

1. South Asian Littorals: Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan, Seychelles, Sri 
Lanka and United Kingdom (British Indian Ocean Territory) 

2. West Asian Littorals: Iran, Oman, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates 

3. East African Littorals: France (Reunion), Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
South Africa, and Tanzania. 

4. South-East Asian and Australian Littorals: Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 
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Western Pacific Naval Symposium 

The Western Pacific Naval Symposium are a series of biennial meetings of the 
Pacific nations to discuss naval matters held on even-numbered years. A WPNS 
workshop is held on odd-numbered years in between the symposiums. 

At the International Seapower Symposium in 1987 agreement was reached "to 
establish a forum where leaders of regional navies could meet to discuss 
cooperative initiatives". The first meeting was held in 1988. 

Member countries as of 2010: Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, 
France, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, People's 
Republic of China, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, 
Tonga, United States of America, Vietnam.  

Observers: Bangladesh, India, Mexico, Peru, The United Kingdom.  

 

Cabinet approves ECGC listing, ₹6,000 crores for export cover 

1. The Cabinet approved 
an infusion of more 
than ₹6,000 crores into 
entities providing 
export insurance cover 
to facilitate additional 
exports worth in excess 
of ₹5.6 lakh crore over 
the next five years. It 
also approved the 
listing of state-run 
Export Credit 
Guarantee Corporation 
(ECGC) on the stock exchanges. 

2. Apart from spurring exports, these decisions will also create close to 62 
lakh more jobs. 

3. By September 2021, India’s exports had touched $185 billion [in 2021-22]. 
This is the highest in India’s history in the first six months of a financial 
year. 

4. The Cabinet has decided to give the ECGC ₹4,400 crores as capital, which 
will enable it to provide insurance policies worth ₹88,000 crores. 7% of 
ECGC beneficiaries were micro, small and medium enterprises. 
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PRACTICE MCQs Q. In Which of the following groups is India a member? 

1. Western Pacific Naval Symposium (WPNS) 

2. Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) 

3. Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 1 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2, and 3 

 

Mains 
DAWP 

Q. What are green crackers? Discuss their need and 
advantages. 

 


