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A line to Kabul 
UNSC resolution, India’s first engagement with Taliban, speak of new 
realities in Afghanistan — and the navigation challenges. 

The resolution: 

1. The United Nations Security Council resolution on Afghanistan has 
shown up the big power rift in the new geopolitics of Asia since 
the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan.  

2. Russia and China abstained and the US, France, UK and 10 non-
permanent members voted for the resolution. The reason for the 
divide is not far to see. In the virtual surrender of the US to the 
Taliban, Russia senses an opportunity to get into the driver’s seat 
in Asia.  

3. Over the last decade or so, Russia opened channels of 
communication with the Taliban and shelved its Afghan war 
humiliation to repair relations with Pakistan.  

4. Beijing, through its proximity to both Russia and Pakistan, hopes 
to fill the vacuum left behind by the US. The Russia-China-
Pakistan cooperation on Afghanistan could become more 
apparent in the coming days. 

Engaging with the Taliban: 

1. India has made its first big readjustment to the emerging reality 
with a publicly acknowledged engagement with a Taliban 
representative. 

2. But an indication of the mood in Kabul came with the outreach 
to Delhi last week, calling for the continuation of Afghanistan’s 
friendly ties with India, and stressing their economic, historic, and 
cultural linkages.  
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3. India held up a mention in the UNSC resolution adopted recently 
of Resolution 1267 (under which Lashkar-e-Toiba and Jaish-e-
Mohammed are designated as terrorist organisations) as evidence 
of inclusion of India’s concerns.  

4. The irony is that the Taliban has been designated under 1267 
since 1999, and so have some of its top members. As chair of the 
Taliban Sanctions Committee this year, India could even find 
itself presiding over the folding up of this committee. 

The reality is that the world is preparing to do business with the 
Taliban. No window dressing can obfuscate this and none is required. 
What Delhi makes of the opening provided by its first hesitant public 
engagement with the Taliban is more important. 

 

 


