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In interim measure, SC allows women to take the NDA exam 

1. The Supreme Court issued an interim order allowing women candidates to 

take the National Defence Academy (NDA) examination, scheduled to be held 

on September 5, while questioning why “co-education is a problem” in the 

armed forces. 

2. The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) is directed to take out the 

necessary corrigendum in view of the interim orders today and give it wide 

publicity so that the intent of the order is translated into benefit at the ground 

level. The directive is subject to further orders from the court. 

3. The court snubbed the Union of India’s affidavit “broadly” suggesting that 

Sainik schools have “started the process of admitting women and it will be 

further expanded”. 

4. As far as Rashtriya Indian Military College (RIMC) is concerned, it is stated 

that it is a 99-year-old institution, which will complete 100 years next year. 

The question is whether it completes its 100 years with gender neutrality or 

not! 

5. The Bench orally observed that it was “absurd” that women were not allowed 

to appear for the NDA even after the Supreme Court, in a judgment, had 

directed permanent commission for women in the Army. 

 

‘Days of 50% cap are numbered’ 

OBC Bill a consolidation of the electoral dominance of OBCs: political scientist. 

Revisiting 50% Cap: 

1. The demand for a caste-based census or lifting the cap on 50% reservation 

heralds the onset of ‘Mandal III’, the approach of a new Mandal politics and 

its implications. 

2. Given the unprecedented political consensus on the recently passed 

Constitution 127th Amendment Bill in the otherwise fractious Parliament, it 

seems that India is fast becoming a ‘consociational’ or a power-sharing 

democracy within the majoritarian polity.  

3. The passage of the OBC Bill symbolises the consolidation of the electoral 

dominance of OBCs and their consequent rise to the pyramid of political 

power. 
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4. Arguably, if Mandal was about a battle for job reservation in the 1990s and 

the reservation in college admission in 2008 was dubbed Mandal II, then this 

demand for a caste-based census or lifting the cap on 50% reservation heralds 

the onset of Mandal III — a complex and transformative phase of 

consociational settlements in Indian democracy. 

5. The demand for a caste-based census arises from the continuing deficits of 

democracy in India. Without the benefit of reliable caste-census data, the 

Mandal Commission estimated the share of the OBCs in India’s population to 

be 52%.  

6. But for some strange reasons of constitutional engineering or political 

expediency, only 27% reservation was given to the OBCs. This led to the 

perpetuation of a deceptive dichotomy between demography and demos. 

7. For many years, the 50% cap on reservations in jobs and educational 

institutions have been a redline not to be crossed. But demands from non-

Mandal communities for reservations are rising.  

Taming the power of Parliament 

1. The 50% cap on the reservation is like the doctrine of basic structure in the 

Kesavananda Bharati case — a smart judicial innovation to ensure that the 

power of Parliament is not misused for subverting the constitutional principles 

of governance.  

2. The Constitution does not lay down any specific bar on the quantum of 

reservation or quota in jobs and educational institutions. 

3. Tamil Nadu’s historic 69% quota law — under judicial scrutiny for more than 

three decades — seems to have become the legal lodestar for States like 

Maharashtra, Haryana, Telangana, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh vigorously 

breaching the cap beyond 50% to include agitating non-Mandal communities 

like Marathas, Jats, Gujjars in the reservation net. The days of 50% cap or 

‘creamy layers’ are numbered. 

What will be the political and electoral implications of this? 

1. There will be two scenarios simultaneously playing out — one national and 

one regional. The first is the challenge of incorporating resurgent Mandal 

castes into a BJP dominant national polity and the second is the gradual 
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politicisation of non-Mandal OBCs along with “lower backwards” in various 

regions.  

2. The intersection of these two trends will reshape the political and electoral 

landscape of parliamentary and Assembly elections in the near future. 

Other Backward Castes, including Mandal and non-Mandal castes, are a complex 

mixture of traditional inheritance, colonial invention and contemporary 

realignment of politics of social justice. If they are united by the democratic 

impulses of social justice politics, they are also internally fragmented in their 

pursuit of power. So, the influx of non-Mandal castes into reservation is bound to 

exacerbate competitive tensions and frictions over-sharing of their common-pool 

resources. 

 

India can do more, hints climate official 

Alok Sharma, President-designate, United Nations Conference of Parties (COP), 

said he hoped India would consider more ambitious emissions targets. Mr Sharma 

is visiting India as part of a larger international tour building consensus among 

nations for concrete outcomes ahead of the 26th round of climate talks. 

More ambitious climate targets: 

1. A major theme building ahead of the climate talks to be held in Glasgow, 

Scotland, in November is the question of how many nations can commit to a 

net-zero target and by when.  

2. Net-zero or carbon neutrality is when more carbon is sucked out from the 

atmosphere or prevented from being emitted than what a country emits and is 

critical to ensuring that the planet does not heat up an additional half a degree 

by 2100. 

3. A little over 120 countries have committed, with varying degrees of firmness, 

to reaching carbon neutrality by 2050. Five countries have net-zero pledges 

set for after 2050, including Australia and Singapore, which have not set a 

firm target yet. 

4. China, the world’s biggest emitter, has committed to peaking its emissions 

before 2030 and achieving net-zero by 2060. 

5. The United States has said it would achieve net-zero by 2050 and nearly halve 

emissions by 2030. India is among the major countries that have not 
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committed to a 2050 plan but has said it is one of the countries that has 

delivered on one of the 2015 Paris Agreements main goals that is taking steps 

to ensure that its emissions do not put the globe on a road to heating one degree 

more than present by the turn of the century.  

6. Further, India’s position is that it has among the lowest per capita emissions, 

is not responsible for the climate crisis, which the science establishes is due to 

historical emissions by developed countries, and cannot compromise on 

ensuring economic growth of its vast citizenry. 

Renewable energy 

1. India’s NDC includes reducing the emissions intensity of GDP by 33%–35% 

by 2030 below 2005 levels; increase the share of non-fossil-based energy 

resources to 40% of installed electric power capacity by 2030, with help of the 

transfer of technology and low-cost international finance including from 

Green Climate Fund and to create an additional (cumulative) carbon sink of 

2.5–3 GtCO2e through additional forest and tree cover by 2030.  

2. It has committed to installing 450 GW of renewable energy by 2030 of which 

100 GW is reportedly installed. 

3. A thorn of contention is the over $100 billion that was to have come to 

developing countries from developed ones for clean energy investments and 

mitigation that continues to be outstanding.  

4. Delivering the $100 billion a year is a matter of trust. Germany and Canada 

will be setting out a delivery plan until 2025 and have it in place before COP 

26. For the years beyond 2025, which will certainly require trillions of dollars, 

much is expected to come from the private sector. 

The Union Cabinet approved ratification of the Kigali Amendment to the 

Montreal Protocol that envisages phasing out of hydrofluorocarbons (HFC) by 

80-85% of present levels by 2040 in a phased manner by all signatory countries. 

The HFCs is used in refrigeration and contribute to global warming. India in 2016 

committed to phasing down HFC in four steps from 2032 with a 10% reduction 

in 2032, 20% in 2037, 30% in 2042 and 80% in 2047. 
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Centre to boost oil palm farming 

The Centre will offer price assurances, viability gap funding and planting material 

assistance to oil palm farmers to boost domestic production and reduce 

dependence on imports via a new mission approved by the Cabinet. 

The National Mission on Edible Oils – Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) 

1. Over a five-year period, the financial outlay for the National Mission on 

Edible Oils – Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) will amount to ₹11,040 crore of which 

₹8,844 crore is the share of the Central government, according to an official 

statement.  

2. The Mission hopes to increase oil palm acreage by an additional 6.5 lakh 

hectares by 2025-26 and grow production of crude palm oil to 11.2 lakh tonnes 

by 2025-26 and up to 28 lakh tonnes by 2029-30. 

Price mechanism 

1. The government will develop a mechanism to fix and regulate palm oil prices. 

So if the market is volatile, then the Centre will pay the difference in price to 

the farmers through direct benefit transfer. 

2. This is the first time the Centre will give oil palm farmers a price assurance, 

with industry mandated to pay the viability gap funding of 14.3% of crude 

palm oil prices.  

3. In a bid to encourage oil palm cultivation in northeastern India and in the 

Andaman and Nicobar islands, the Centre will bear an additional cost of 2% 

of the crude palm oil prices in these States. The scheme has a sunset clause, 

ending November 1, 2037. 

4. The Mission will also more than double the support provided for the cost of 

planting materials. 

5. Asked about biodiversity concerns involved in monoculture plantations, Mr 

Tomar said an assessment by the Indian Institute of Oil Palm Research had 

found 28 lakh hectares across the country which could be safely used for oil 

palm cultivation. Less than four lakh hectares are currently planted with oil 

palm. 
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Praise from industry 

1. The Oil Palm Developers & Processors Association hailed the Cabinet 

decisions and said it has been relentlessly urging the government to usher 

reforms in the sector.  

2. The decisions would benefit farmers and make it viable for the industry to 

continue contributing towards making the country self-sufficient in edible oil 

requirements and consequently save foreign exchange. 

 

China to curb ‘excessive income’ in a push for ‘common 

prosperity’ 

In the wake of a regulatory crackdown targeting alleged monopolistic behaviour 

of some of China’s biggest private sector companies, China’s Communist Party 

leadership has signalled that next in its sights is the country’s wealth. 

Targeting rich: 

1. Party General Secretary and President Xi Jinping said measures will be 

introduced to curb “excessive incomes” and promote “common prosperity”. 

2. Mr Xi was quoted as saying by official media that “common prosperity is an 

essential requirement of socialism”. Specific measures were not mentioned 

but an adjustment to the taxation structure is one possibility, analysts said. 

3. A readout of the meet said, “rather than being egalitarian or having only a few 

people prosperous, common prosperity refers to affluence shared by everyone, 

both in material and cultural terms, and shall be advanced step by step”. 

4. Mr Xi said “common prosperity” would be essential “to strengthen the 

foundation for the party’s long-term governance” ahead of “the second 

centenary goal”, referring to 2049 when the People’s Republic of China turns 

100.  

5. Ending absolute poverty was the party’s goal for the “first centenary”, marked 

this year when the party turned 100. The meeting “called for establishing a 

scientific public policy system and a reasonable distribution system”.  

6. The readout said China’s “reform and opening period” saw the party 

“summarise both positive and negative historical experiences”, referring to the 
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turmoil of the Mao years, realising that “poverty is not socialism” and 

“allowing some people and regions to get rich first”.  

7. Since the 18th Party Congress in 2012, the party “placed greater importance 

on gradually achieving common prosperity for all people”, the readout said. 

 

China won’t recognise the Taliban until government formation 

China indicated it would not consider recognising the new Taliban regime in 

Kabul until a government was formed. 

Highlights:  

1. Beijing was earlier this week the first major country to say it “stands ready to 

develop good-neighbourly, friendly and cooperative relations with 

Afghanistan” in the wake of the dramatic takeover by the Taliban and the fall 

of Kabul. 

2. The Chinese Foreign Ministry clarified it was yet to recognise the Taliban 

regime and that would not happen until government formation. 

3. It is a customary international practice that the recognition of a government 

comes after its formation. China’s position on the Afghan issue is clear and 

consistent. We hope that Afghanistan can form an open, inclusive and broadly 

representative government that echoes the widely shared aspirations of its own 

people and the international community, it said 

4. Regardless of whether the Taliban does or does not follow through on its stated 

commitment of forming a truly “inclusive” government — an eventuality that 

is by no means a given considering the group’s past record and the history of 

its treatment of women and minority groups — it appears to be a question of 

when and not if China does recognise the Taliban. 

5. Several countries, including India, the U.S. and the U.K., have said they will 

not recognise a government that takes power by force and it remains to be seen 

how they will deal with the new regime in Kabul. 

Terror outfits 

China’s message has been that it would be open to working with the Taliban but 

called on the grouping to “make a clean break” from its links with terror outfits, 

particularly the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) that has carried out 

attacks in China’s Xinjiang region. 
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April-June GDP growth to be ‘deceptively high’ at 20%: ICRA 

1. India’s GDP is estimated to grow at the “deceptively high” level of 20% for 

the April-June quarter but would still remain far below the pre-COVID level, 

rating agency ICRA said. 

2. ICRA said the low base of the last fiscal year, when GDP had contracted by 

close to 24%, ‘conceals’ the impact of the second wave of COVID-19 

infections. 

3. Economic activity has been boosted by robust government capital 

expenditure, merchandise exports and demand from the farm sector, it said, 

estimating the GDP to grow by 20% and the gross value added (GVA) to 

register a growth of 17% for the June quarter.  

4. GVA is estimated to contract 15% compared with the preceding March 

quarter, showing the impact of the second wave. 

5. ICRA cautioned that the organised sector was expected to have gained at the 

cost of the less formal space. Available statistics were often unable to capture 

the pain experienced by the latter, which might result in an overestimation of 

growth under the present circumstances, it added. 


