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Current Affairs of the Day 

GS Paper II 

 ‘States too must ensure cases are not filed under Sec. 66A’ 

 

GS Paper III 

 Clinical trials of ‘Ashwagandha’ soon 

 Punjab paddy farmers are taking to a new technique 
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‘States too must ensure cases are not filed under Sec. 66A’ 

States and their agencies share an “equal responsibility” to ensure that people are 

not booked under Section 66A of the Information Technology Act for expressing 

themselves freely on social media, the Centre has submitted in an affidavit to the 

Supreme Court. 

Highlights:  

1. Section 66A was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in a 

judgment in 2015. An apex court bench led by Justice Rohinton F. Nariman 

said it was “distressing,” “shocking” and “terrible” that people are still booked 

and tried under Section 66A even six years after the apex court struck down 

the provision as unconstitutional and a violation of free speech. 

2. Justice Nariman had authored the judgment trashing Section 66A in a petition 

filed by law student Shreya Singhal, who highlighted cases of young people 

being arrested and charged under the ambiguous provision for their social 

media posts. 

3. In its response, the Centre said the police and public order were “State 

subjects” under the Constitution. 

4. “Prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution of crimes and capacity-

building of the police are primarily the responsibility of the States,” the Centre 

submitted in the affidavit. 

5. It said law enforcement agencies share equal responsibility to comply with the 

apex court judgment. They take action against cybercrime offenders as per the 

law. 

6. The Centre said the Ministries of Information and Technology and Home 

Affairs had done their best to disseminate knowledge about the Supreme Court 

judgment in the Shreya Singhal case. Section 66A had prescribed three years’ 

imprisonment if a social media message caused “annoyance” or was found 

“grossly offensive”. 
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Clinical trials of ‘Ashwagandha’ soon 

 The Ministry of Ayush has collaborated with the U.K.’s London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) to conduct a study on 

‘Ashwagandha’ for promoting recovery from COVID-19. 

 A Ministry release said the All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), an 

autonomous body under the Ministry of Ayush, and the LSHTM recently 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to conduct clinical trials of 

‘Ashwagandha’ on 2,000 participants in three U.K. cities — Leicester, 

Birmingham and London (Southall and Wembley). 

‘Indian winter cherry’ 

1. ‘Ashwagandha’ (Withania somnifera), commonly known as ‘Indian winter 

cherry, is a traditional Indian herb that boosts energy, reduces stress and makes 

the immune system stronger.  

2. It is an easily accessible, over-the-counter nutritional supplement in the U.K. 

and has a proven safety profile. The positive effects of ‘Ashwagandha’ have 

been observed in long COVID-19, which is a multi-system disease with no 

evidence of its effective treatment or management.  

3. It added that the successful completion of the trial could be a major 

breakthrough and could give scientific validity to India’s traditional medicinal 

system. 

4. Recently, a number of randomised placebo-controlled trials of AG in humans 

in India had demonstrated its efficacy in reducing anxiety and stress, 

improving muscle strength and reducing symptoms of fatigue in patients 

treated for chronic conditions. 

 

Punjab paddy farmers are taking to a new technique 

Punjab Agricultural University’s (PAU) upgraded technology for the direct 

seeding of rice (DSR), the ‘tar wattar’ (good soil moisture) DSR, seems to have 

caught the fancy of paddy farmers in the State. 

Highlights:  

1. A rise in the area planted under the novel DSR technique indicates that farmers 

are moving away from the traditional practice of puddle transplanting. 
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2. The Ludhiana-based University introduced the DSR technique in 2020, an 

improved version of the earlier DSR (dry) technique. 

3. In the new technique, pre-sowing irrigation is applied in a levelled field and 

the primed seed is sown immediately 

4. Yield levels after a large-scale adoption of the DSR technique in 2020 had 

convinced farmers about its viability. 

5. The DSR method saves a lot of groundwater because the crop does not need 

frequent irrigation as in the case of a puddled paddy field.  

6. The method is also pocket-friendly as manual transplanting is getting costlier 

with each passing season. This method also addresses the shortage of farm 

labour. 


