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Current Affairs of the Day 

Rahul, Prashant Kishor, ex-EC Lavasa on the list of spyware 

targets 

Analysis confirms Pegasus attack or attempts on 10 Indian numbers, says report. 

 

Highlights:  

1. Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi, former Election Commissioner 

Ashok Lavasa, election strategist Prashant Kisho appeared on a leaked list of 

“potential” or actual targets for spying by the Israeli company NSO’s Pegasus 

spyware, news website The Wire and other international publications 

reported. 

2. The phones targeted were infiltrated by malicious software called Pegasus, 

which is sold by the NSO Group. The spyware can secretly unlock the target’s 
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phone, computer or other devices, collect information and transfer it to another 

device without the permission of the user. 

3. The Israeli company has said it sells Pegasus only to government agencies to 

fight terrorism and other serious crimes and that it does not operate the 

spyware licensed to its clients. 

 

A wake-up call for security on the Internet: WhatsApp CEO 

Following revelations that the NSO group’s Pegasus software may have been 

used to snoop on journalists, politicians and activists worldwide, including 

holders of 300 Indian phone numbers, WhatsApp CEO Will Cathcart has called 

on governments and companies to take steps to hold the Israeli technology firm 

accountable. 

Highlights: 

1. In a tweet, Mr Cathcart said, “This is a wake-up call for security on the 

Internet. The mobile phone is the primary computer for billions of people. 

Governments and companies must do everything they can to make it as secure 

as possible. Our security and freedom depend on it.” 

2. WhatsApp in 2019 sued the NSO group, accusing it of using the former’s 

messaging service to conduct cyber-espionage on roughly 1,400 user 

accounts, including those of journalists and human rights activists. 

3. Mr. Cathcart added that there was a need for more companies and 

governments to take steps to hold the NSO group accountable. 

 

Rain deficit may hit oilseed farmers 

1. The lull in the monsoon post-June 23 has resulted in a 32% rainfall deficit 

during that period and is likely to push farmers into changing their Kharif crop 

patterns, according to an analysis by CRISIL research. 

2. Especially in the northwest and central India, which are seeing rainfall deficits 

as high as 55%, farmers may be forced to move from oilseeds such as soybean 

and groundnut to crops that have lower water requirements, such as cotton and 

maize. 
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3. The southwest monsoon arrived in the country on June 3 this year and had 

covered almost 93% of Kharif acreage by June 23, a week before its usual 

onset. Until that point, there had been a 28% surplus rainfall.  

 

Oxfam report highlights sharp inequalities in health indicators 

Sharp inequalities exist across different caste, religious, class and gender 

categories on various health indicators, according to a report by Oxfam India. 

Highlights:  

1. The report, titled “India Inequality Report 2021: India’s Unequal Healthcare 

Story”, shows that the “general category is better off than SCs and STs, Hindus 

are better off than Muslims, the rich are better off than the poor, men are better 

off than women, and the urban population is better off than the rural 

population” on most health determinants, interventions and indicators.  

2. The findings are primarily based on secondary analysis from rounds 3 and 4 

of the National Family Health Survey and various rounds of the National 

Sample Survey. 

3. The report shows that while women’s literacy has improved across social 

groups over the years, SC and ST women lag behind the general category by 

18.6% and 27.9% respectively. 

4. There exists a gap of 55.1% between the top and bottom 20% of the population 

in 2015-16. Though the female literacy rate among Muslims (64.3%) is lower 

than all religious groups, inequality has reduced over time. 

5. As far as sanitation is concerned, 65.7% of households have access to 

improved, non-shared sanitation facilities in the general category while SC 

households are 28.5% behind them and ST are 39.8% behind them. 

An examination of health interventions 

The share of institutional deliveries in India has increased from 38.7% in 2005-

06 to 78.9% in 2015-16, but inequalities persist, with ST households 15% below 

the general category, Muslims 12% behind Hindus and a 35% gap between the 

poorest and richest 20% of the population. 
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Climate change has added over 1,000 lakes in Swiss Alps: study 

1. Climate change has dramatically altered the Swiss Alp landscape — at a 

quicker pace than expected — as melting glaciers have created more than 

1,000 new lakes across the mountains, a study showed. 

2. The inventory of Swiss Glacial lakes showed that almost 1,200 new lakes have 

formed in formerly glaciated regions of the Swiss Alps since the end of the 

Little Ice Age around 1850. 

3. Glaciers in the Swiss Alps are in steady decline, losing a full 2% of their 

volume last year alone, according to an annual study by the Swiss Academies 

of Science. 

4. And even if the world were to fully implement the 2015 Paris Agreement two-

thirds of the Alpine glaciers will likely be lost, according to a 2019 study. 

 

‘India on course for 11% growth this fiscal, to meet deficit goal’ 

1. Playing down concerns about high inflation and rising commodity prices, 

Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) Krishnamurthy Subramanian said that India 

was on course to grow at about 11% and meet the fiscal deficit target of 6.8% 

of gross domestic product this year. 

2. Asserting that the Union Budget’s plan to scale up capital spending by 35% in 

FY22 would boost construction activity and create jobs in the informal sector, 

this would boost demand and enable the country to get growth without high 

inflation. 

3. We should not repeat the mistakes of bank-led infra funding which led to this 

entire bad assets’ problem, he said, asserting that a limited focus on revenue 

expenditure after the 2008 crisis had led to runaway inflation. 

4. Inflation, he contended, was a ‘touch higher’ due to temporary supply-side 

effects from recent economic restrictions. 

5. India’s failure to undertake supply-side reforms after the 2008 crisis led to a 

triple whammy of high fiscal and current account deficits with runaway 

inflation. 


