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India to launch deep ocean mission 

1. The Union Cabinet has approved the long-pending deep ocean mission, which 

among other things involves developing a submersible vehicle that will allow 

a crew to plunge 6,000 metres into the ocean and hunt the floor for precious 

metals. If this works, India will be among a handful of countries able to launch 

an underwater mission at such depths. 

2. The Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) will be the nodal Ministry 

implementing this multi-institutional mission. 

3. There are six components to the programme. A manned submersible will be 

developed to carry three people to a depth of 6,000 metres in the ocean with a 

suite of scientific sensors and tools.  

4. An integrated mining system will be also developed for mining polymetallic 

nodules at those depths in the central Indian Ocean. “The exploration studies 

of minerals will pave way for the commercial exploitation in the near future, 

as and when commercial exploitation code is evolved by the International 

Seabed Authority, a United Nations organisation,” says an accompanying 

press note. 

5. The second component involves developing Ocean Climate Change Advisory 

Services, which entails developing a suite of observations and models to 

understand and provide future projections of important climate variables on 

seasonal to decadal time scales. 

Microbes, minerals 

1. The next component is searching for deep-sea flora and fauna, including 

microbes, and studying ways to sustainably utilise them.  

2. The fourth component is to explore and identify potential sources of 

hydrothermal minerals that are sources of precious metals formed from the 

earth’s crust along the Indian Ocean mid-oceanic ridges.  

3. The fifth component involves studying and preparing detailed engineering 

design for offshore Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) powered 

desalination plants. 

4. The final component is aimed at grooming experts in the field of ocean biology 

and engineering. This component aims to translate research into industrial 
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applications and product development through on-site business incubator 

facilities. 

India has been allotted a site of 75,000 square kilometres in the Central Indian 

Ocean Basin (CIOB) by the UN International Sea Bed Authority for the 

exploitation of polymetallic nodules (PMN). These are rocks scattered on the 

seabed containing iron, manganese, nickel and cobalt. 

Being able to lay hands on a fraction of that reserve can meet the energy 

requirement of India for the next 100 years, say officials at the Earth Sciences 

Ministry. 

 

Automation to cull 3-mn IT jobs by 2022: report 

1. With automation taking place at a much faster pace across industries, domestic 

software firms that employ over 16 million are set to slash headcount by 3 

million by 2022, which will help them save $100 billion, mostly in salaries 

annually, Bank of America said in a report. 

2. About 9 million of them are employed in low-skilled services and BPO roles, 

as per industry association Nasscom. Of these 9 million roles, 30%, or about 

3 million, will be lost by 2022, principally driven by the impact of robot 

process automation or RPA.  

3. Roughly 0.7 million roles are expected to be replaced by RPA and the rest due 

to other technological upgrades and upskilling, according to the report. 

4. TCS, Infosys, Wipro, HCL, Tech Mahindra and Cognizant and others appear 

to be planning for a 3-million reduction in low-skilled roles by 2022 because 

of RPA upskilling. 

 

‘India to have 330 mn 5G connections by 2026’ 

1. 5G will represent about 26% of mobile subscriptions in India at the end of 

2026 with an estimated subscription base of 330 million, according to Ericsson 

Mobility Report. 

2. Also, 4G subscriptions are expected to rise from 680 million in 2020 to 830 

million in 2026, increasing at a CAGR of 3%. 
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3. The number of smartphone subscriptions, which stood at 810 million in 2020, 

was expected to touch more than 1.2 billion by 2026. 

4. COVID-19 has accelerated India’s digital transformation as consumers 

increasingly rely on digital services to fulfil their business or personal needs,’. 

 

Direct tax receipts jump this FY 

1. India’s direct tax receipts in the first two-and-a-half months of 2021-22 have 

doubled to almost ₹1.86 lakh crore from the comparable period last year when 

the national lockdown hit collections. 

2. Economists said the tax figures suggest the economy could post double-digit 

growth in the first quarter. 

3. The jump in the direct tax collections reflects healthy exports and a 

continuation of various industrial and construction activities, given the lower 

stringency of the staggered regional lockdowns in 2021 versus the nationwide 

lockdown in 2020. 

Vivad Se Vishwas 

1. The substantive rise in inflows could be attributed to a dispute resolution 

scheme Vivad Se Vishwas that concluded recently.  

2. Taxpayers have taken advantage of the scheme and have settled their old 

disputes and litigation with the income tax department along with depositing 

their tax dues. This seems to be the main reason” for the jump in receipts. 


