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G7 agrees to boost climate finance, calls on others to join 

1. G7 leaders agreed to raise their contributions to meet an overdue spending 

pledge of $100 billion a year to help poorer countries cut carbon emissions 

and cope with global warming, calling on other developed countries to join 

the effort.  

2. But climate groups said the promise made in the summit’s final communique 

lacked detail, most importantly a figure for the increases. 

3. In the communique, the seven nations — the U.S., Britain, Canada, France, 

Germany, Italy and Japan — reaffirmed their commitment to “jointly mobilise 

$100 billion per year from public and private sources, through to 2025”. 

4. There was a clear push by leaders at the G7 summit in southwestern England 

to try to counter China’s increasing influence in the world, particularly among 

developing nations. 

5. Developed countries agreed at the UN in 2009 to together contribute $100 

billion each year by 2020 in climate finance to poorer countries, many of 

whom are grappling with rising seas, storms and droughts made worse by 

climate change. 

 

MHA order inviting citizenship applications faces SC challenge 

1. A recent order of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) inviting non-Muslim 

refugees such as Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists belonging to Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh and Pakistan residing in 13 districts of Gujarat, Rajasthan, 

Chhattisgarh, Haryana and Punjab to apply for Indian citizenship is 

increasingly becoming the focus of challenge before the Supreme Court. 

2. A recent petition said the government order “utterly discriminates and 

deprives a class of persons namely, the Muslims”. 

3. The order does not withstand the test of Article 14 in as much as it treats people 

within a particular class, or persons entitled to apply for citizenship by 

registration and naturalisation, unequally by virtue of their religion. 

4. Petitioner urged the court to declare the MHA order “unconstitutional, 

discriminatory and ultra vires” as it seeks to “utterly deprive the Muslims to 
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seek for citizenship by registration and naturalisation unequally by virtue of 

their religion under Sections 5 and 6 of the Citizenship Act, 1955”. 

5. The order delegates the power to grant citizenship by registration and 

naturalisation to the Collectors of these districts. 

6. The petition said the Home Ministry’s Order was a ruse to implement the 

“malafide designs” of the controversial Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) 

to grant Indian citizenship on the sole basis of religion. 

7. According to the CAA, Indian citizenship would be given to non-Muslim 

persecuted minorities from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan — Hindu, 

Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, Parsi and Christian — who came to India till December 

31, 2014. 

8. The petitioner said the CAA was already under challenge before the Supreme 

Court and the May 28 order intends to circumvent judicial scrutiny. 

 

A year after the Galwan clash, China strengthening its base along 

the LAC 

1. A year since the clash between the Armies of India and China in the Galwan 

Valley in eastern Ladakh, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has 

built additional accommodation in the depth areas along the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) on its side and is preparing for the long haul, according to 

official sources. 

2. Construction of field hospitals and procurement of additional snow mobility 

vehicles by the PLA also indicate that they are preparing for the long haul and 

permanent winter occupation of these posts. 

3. China is also intensifying construction work behind the main confrontation 

points in Aksai Chin. 

4. The PLA has also conducted exercises in Tibet and opposite Arunachal 

Pradesh. The PLA soldiers were trained in anti-tank rocket launchers, grenade 

launchers, anti-aircraft machine guns and other weapons, according to inputs. 
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Rare earth metals at the heart of China-U.S. rivalry 

Fight for supremacy: In 2019, the U.S. imported 80% of its rare earth minerals 

from China, says U.S. Geological Survey. The EU gets 98% of its supply from 

China, the European Commission said last year. Beijing’s dominance in these 

minerals, the key to the future of manufacturing, is a cause for concern for the 

West. 

Highlights:  

1. At a time of frequent geopolitical friction among those three powers, 

Washington and Brussels want to avoid this scenario by investing in the 

market for 17 minerals with unique properties that today are largely extracted 

and refined in China. 

2. The expected exponential growth in demand for minerals that are linked to 

clean energy is putting more pressure on the U.S. and Europe to take a closer 

look at where the vulnerabilities are and the concrete steps these governments 

can take. 

3. Rare earth minerals, with names like neodymium, praseodymium and 

dysprosium, are crucial to the manufacture of magnets used in industries of 

the future, such as wind turbines and electric cars. And they are already being 

used in consumer goods such as smartphones, computer screens and telescopic 

lenses. 

 

Tree of the coffee family discovered in Andaman and Nicobar 

1. A 15-metre-tall tree that belongs to the genus of the coffee family has recently 

been discovered from the Andaman Islands by a team of researchers from 

India and the Philippines. The new species, Pyrostria laljii, is also the first 

record of the genus Pyrostria in India, the researchers said. 

2. Plants belonging to the genus Pyrostria are usually found in Madagascar, but 

the recently discovered species are new to science. 

3. It was first reported from the Wandoor forest in South Andaman. The other 

places in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands where the tree could be located 

are the Tirur forest near the Jarawa Reserve Forest and the Chidiya Tapu 

(Munda Pahar) forest. 
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4. Pyrostria lalji has been assessed as ‘Critically Endangered’ based on the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List criteria. 

5. While the genus Pyrostria is not found in India, there are several genera from 

the family Rubiaceae that are common in India. These plants, including 

cinchona, coffee, Adina, hamelia, Ixora, gallium, gardenia, mussaenda, Rubia, 

morinda, have a high potential for economic value.  

6. Another physical feature that distinguishes the tree from other species of the 

genus is its umbellate inflorescence with eight to 12 flowers. 


