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10.06.2021        Thursday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
Centre announces hike in MSP for paddy, pulses, oilseeds 

Highlights:  

1. The Central 

government has 

hiked the minimum 

support price 

(MSP) for common 

paddy to ₹1,940 a 

quintal for the 

coming Kharif 

season, less than 

4% higher than last 

year’s price of 

₹1,868. The 

decision was taken 

by the Cabinet 

Committee on 

Economic Affairs. 

2. In a bid to 

encourage crop 

diversification, 

there were slightly 

higher increases in the MSP for pulses, oilseeds and coarse cereals. Both tur 

and urad dal saw the MSP rise by ₹300, a 5% increase to ₹6,300 a quintal, 

while the highest absolute increase was for sesamum, whose MSP rose 6.6% 

to ₹7,307.  

3. Groundnut and nigerseed saw an increase of ₹275 and ₹235 respectively. 

However, maize saw a minimal hike of just ₹20 to ₹1,870 a quintal. 

MSP: 

1. The MSP is the rate at which the government purchases crops from farmers, 

and is based on a calculation of at least one-and-a-half times the cost of 

production incurred by the farmers.  
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2. This year, the MSP for bajra was set at 85% above the cost of production, 

while the MSP for urad and tur will ensure 60% returns. The MSPs for the 

remaining crops were mostly set around the stipulated 50% above the cost of 

production. 

‘Deliberate policy move’ 

1. The Centre said the higher rate of returns being promised for urad, tur and 

oilseeds was a deliberate policy move. The differential remuneration is aimed 

at encouraging crop diversification. 

2. Concerted efforts were made over the last few years to realign the MSPs in 

favour of oilseeds, pulses and coarse cereals to encourage farmers to shift to 

the larger area under these crops and adopt best technologies and farm 

practices, to correct the demand-supply imbalance.  

3. The added focus on Nutri-rich Nutri-cereals is to incentivise its production in 

the areas where rice-wheat cannot be grown without long term adverse 

implications for groundwater table. 

 

Hybrid hearings to continue in courts 

1. Supreme Court e-Committee Chairperson Justice D.Y. Chandrachud has 

written to the Chief Justices (CJs) of the High Courts that hybrid hearings will 

have to continue considering the pandemic situation, dispelling notions that 

courts may revert to the physical hearing mode soon. 

2. The onset of the pandemic in March 2020 witnessed a quick transition within 

the judiciary from physical hearings to videoconferencing. 

3. Justice Chandrachud noted that 96,74,257 cases were examined through 

videoconferencing across the country during the pandemic. 

Uniform mechanism 

1. Justice Chandrachud, who has spearheaded the transition of the courts from 

physical to virtual mode, said the committee was working on a uniform 

videoconferencing mechanism for courts across the country. 

2. However, until then, the letter requested the CJs to “opt for a suitable video 

conferencing solution from any of the available options”. 
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Quad vaccine partnership goal still on track: U.S. official 

1. A top Biden administration official has said the Quad group of countries — 

India, Australia, the U.S. and Japan — are on track to meet their goal of 

producing at least 1 billion vaccines for the Asia region by the end of 2022, 

despite the massive COVID-19 wave that has hit India in recent weeks.  

2. The Quad vaccine partnership was announced at a summit-level meeting in 

March before the pandemic situation in India deteriorated significantly. 

 

U.S. Senate passes huge innovation Bill 

1. The U.S. Senate passed a sweeping industrial policy Bill on Tuesday aimed at 

countering the surging economic threat from rival China, overcoming partisan 

divisions to support pumping more than $170 billion into research and 

development. 

2. It also represents the largest investment in scientific research and 

technological innovation “in generations”. 

3. It is seen as crucial for U.S. efforts to avoid being out-manoeuvred by Beijing 

as the adversaries compete in the race to technological innovation. 

Key areas 

1. The proposal aims to address a number of technological areas in which the 

U.S. has fallen behind China. The Bill allocates $52 billion in funding for a 

previously approved plan to increase domestic manufacturing of 

semiconductors.  

2. It also authorises $120 billion over five years for activities at the National 

Science Foundation to advance priorities, including research and development 

in key areas such as artificial intelligence and quantum science.  


