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News: The Supreme Court indicated in a judgment that a straitjacket and literal 

interpretation of a penal provision on dowry death may have blunted the battle 

against the “long-standing social evil”. 

Highlights:  

1. Dowry deaths accounted for 40% to 50% of homicides in the country for 

almost a decade from 1999 to 2018. The judgment pronounced by a Bench, 

led by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana, called dowry harassment a 

“pestiferous” crime where women are subjected to cruelty by “covetous” 

husbands and in-laws. 

2. In 2019 alone, 7,115 cases of dowry death were registered under Section 304-

B of the Indian Penal Code. 

3. But the language used in Section 304-B has always flummoxed courts. Courts 

have often opted for a strict and narrow reading of the provision, which was 

one of the many legal initiatives introduced against dowry. 

4. Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana, who authored the judgment, said courts 

should instead interpret Section 304-B liberally while keeping in mind the 

law’s intention to punish dowry and bride-burning. 

5. According to Section 304-B, to make out a case of dowry death, a woman 

should have died of burns or other bodily injuries or “otherwise than under 

normal circumstances” within seven years of her marriage.  

6. She should have suffered cruelty or harassment from her husband or in-laws 

“soon before her death” in connection with the demand for dowry. 

Absurd interpretation 

1. Over the years, courts had interpreted the phrase 'soon before' in Section 304-

B as 'immediately before'. This interpretation would make it necessary for a 

woman to have been harassed moments before she died. Such “absurd” 

interpretations should be avoided, the apex court noted in the recent judgment. 

2. Instead, Chief Justice Ramana said the prosecution needed to show only a 

“proximate and live link” between the harassment and her death. 

3. The court further said the phrase “otherwise than under normal circumstances” 

in the Section also calls for a liberal interpretation. “Section 304-B, IPC does 

not take a pigeonhole approach in categorizing death as homicidal or suicidal 

or accidental.  
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4. The reason for such non-categorization is due to the fact that death occurring 

in ‘other than under normal circumstances can, in cases, be homicidal or 

suicidal or accidental,” Chief Justice Raman noted. 

5. The judgment also raised concern about the casual way in which trial courts 

examined accused persons in dowry death cases under Section 313 of the Code 

of Criminal Procedure. 

6. The examination of the accused about the incriminatory material against him 

should be done in a fair manner. The court must put incriminating 

circumstances before the accused and seek his response. He should be given 

sufficient opportunity to give his side of the story. The court should question 

the accused fairly, with care and caution. 

 

 
News: The Centre has decided to give about ₹100 each to children studying in 

Class 1 to Class 8 in government schools, who are beneficiaries of the Mid-Day 

Meal scheme. However, Right to Food activists says this is insufficient to provide 

the nutrition security envisaged by this measure. 

Highlights:  

1. The money, ₹1200 crore in total, will be given to 11.8 crore children through 

direct benefit transfer as a one-time payment, according to an Education 

Ministry.  

2. The money comes from the cooking cost component of the scheme. This 

decision will help safeguard the nutritional levels of children and aid in 

protecting their immunity during challenging pandemic times. The Central 

Government will provide additional funds of about ₹1200 crore to States and 

Union Territories. 

Fund’s allocation 

1. The Central allocation for the Mid-Day Meal scheme in 2021-22 is ₹11,500 

crore. Its largest component is cooking costs, which cover the prices of 

ingredients such as pulses, vegetables, cooking oil, salt, and condiments.  

2. Children are being given cash in lieu of the mid-day meal in some places and 

dry rations in others. Either way, the quantities/amounts are too low to be 

even adequate for one nutritious meal a day.  

3. Experts suggested enhanced take-home rations, including eggs, vegetables, 

fruits, dal/chana, oil be given in order to ensure nutrition security. 
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4. A development economist at IIT-Delhi and a Right to Food activist, said, with 

approximately 200 school days, each child should be getting something like 

₹900-₹1300 annually as a cooking cost component.  

5. All of last year, hardly any State did both — provide free grain and transfer 

these cooking costs. The government should transfer last year’s arrears also.  

 

 
News: India’s economic outlook has weakened again, albeit slightly, with worst-

case scenario forecasts suggesting the toll from the COVID-19 pandemic could 

be much deeper, stoking fears the job crisis may worsen over the coming year, a 

Reuters poll found. 

Highlights:  

1. Renewed restrictions to curb the current wave have stalled economic activity, 

leaving many millions out of work. 

2. While the consensus pointed to healthy growth figures later this year, all 29 

economists, in response to an additional question, warned the outlook was 

either weak and prone to further downgrades or fragile, with a limited 

downside. 

3. Recovery in India was strong in the months before the second wave. This leads 

to believe the recovery can rebound quickly after the number of new infections 

has come down. But vaccination implementation needs to pick up pace in 

order to have an effect. 

4. Therefore, new surges of the virus hang above recovery like the sword of 

Damocles. Until a large share of the population is vaccinated there remains 

this downside risk of new waves and subsequent lockdowns hampering the 

recovery. 

5. Underscoring concerns that a slow vaccine rollout may make a bigger dent in 

the economy, the consensus showed in a worst-case scenario the economy 

would average just 6.8% growth this fiscal year after its deepest-ever recession 

last year. 

6. There is going to be a significant demand shock to the economy, some of that 

could be permanent demand destruction, thereby pushing more out of the jobs 

market and keeping the unemployment rate elevated over the coming year. 
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