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Current Affairs of the Day 

 

 
GS II 
➢ Declare mucormycosis an epidemic: Centre to States 

➢ India in touch with Iran over Farzad B, says govt. 

➢ China completes Tibet highway 

➢ U.S., Russia at odds over military activity in the Arctic 
 

GS III 
➢ World’s largest iceberg breaks off from Antarctica, says ESA 

➢ EU lawmakers back patent waiver for vaccines 

➢ Aerosols can travel up to 10 m; ventilation is the key, says govt. 
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News: The Union government has asked the States to declare mucormycosis, the 

fungal infection being reported in COVID-19 patients, an epidemic. 

Highlights:  

1. Health and Family Welfare Ministry said declaring the black fungus infection 

seen in COVID-19 patients an epidemic would lead to health facilities 

screening for it and reporting all such cases to the government. 

2. A new challenge in the form of a fungal infection, namely mucormycosis, has 

emerged and is reported from many States amongst COVID-19 patients, 

especially those on steroid therapy and deranged sugar control. This infection 

is leading to prolonged morbidity and mortality amongst COVID-19 patients. 

 

 
News: The Ministry of External Affairs on Thursday said there is a possibility of 

India becoming a part of the projects unfolding in the Farzad B gas field in Iran 

at a later stage. The statement from the Ministry after Iran announced that it will 

develop the gas field domestically and signed a deal with Petropars. 

Highlights:  

1. The comment shows that India continues to consider itself a player in the gas-

rich Farzad B region discovered by ONGC Videsh Ltd. 

2. The National Iranian Oil Company signed a deal with the Petropars Group, 

announcing that the gas field would be developed with domestic support. It 

came as a setback to the Indian efforts in Farzad B, which has spanned more 

than a decade. 

 

 
News: China has completed the construction of a strategically significant 

highway through the world’s deepest canyon in Tibet along the Brahmaputra 

river, enabling greater access to remote areas along the disputed border with 

Arunachal Pradesh in India. 
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  India in touch with Iran over Farzad B, says govt. 

 China completes Tibet highway 
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Highlights:  

1. The highway took seven years to complete and passes through the Grand 

Canyon of the Yarlung Zangbo river, as the Brahmaputra is called in Tibet.  

2. This is the “second significant passageway” to Medog county that borders 

Arunachal, the official Xinhua news agency reported, directly connecting the 

Pad township in Nyingchi to Baibung in Medog county. 

3. The highway will reduce the distance between Nyingchi city and Medog from 

346 km to 180 km and will cut the travel time by eight hours. 

4. The construction, which began in 2014, is part of a wider infrastructure push 

in border areas in Tibet. In November, China began work on a strategically 

important railway line — its second major rail link to Tibet after the Qinghai-

Tibet railway that opened in 2006 — that will link Sichuan province with 

Nyingchi. 

5. That project was considered important enough for President Xi Jinping to 

officially launch it, as he called it “a major step in safeguarding national unity 

and a significant move in promoting the economic and social development of 

the western region”. 

Civilian settlements 

1. Another part of the border infrastructure push is the construction of new 

civilian settlements, along with the expansion of existing smaller hamlets, 

along with border areas, some of which lie in disputed territories claimed by 

India and Bhutan, to strengthen China’s control over the land. 

2. In 2017, the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) government launched a plan to 

build “moderately well-off villages” in border areas, under which 628 “first 

line and second line villages”, referring to those right on the border and others 

in remote areas slightly further within, would be developed in the prefectures 

of Ngari, Shigatse, Shannan and Nyingchi, along China’s borders with India, 

Bhutan and Nepal. 

3. Last year, satellite images emerged showing a new village called Pangda built 

2-3 km into what Bhutan sees as its land. On January 18 this year, another 

village built 4-5 km into what India sees as its territory in Arunachal was seen 

via satellite images.  

4. Indian officials said this land has been under China’s effective control since 

1959 and there were military barracks there earlier. The civilian settlements, 
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along with the new infrastructure connectivity, are seen as aimed at bolstering 

China’s control over the areas. 

 

 
 News: The Biden administration is leading a campaign against Russian attempts 

to assert authority over Arctic shipping and reintroduce a military dimension to 

discussions over international activity in the area. 

Highlights:  

1. As Russia assumed the rotating chairmanship of the Arctic Council, the U.S. 

rallied members to oppose Moscow’s plans to set maritime rules in the 

Northern Sea Route, which runs from Norway to Alaska, and its desire to 

resume military talks within the eight-nation bloc. Those talks were suspended 

in 2014 over Russia’s actions in Ukraine. 

2. The effort reflects growing concerns in Washington and among some NATO 

allies about a surge in the Russian military and commercial activity in the 

region that is rapidly opening up due to the effects of climate change. 

3. At a meeting of the Arctic Council, U.S. said the group should maintain its 

focus on peaceful cooperation on environmental issues, maritime safety and 

the well-being of indigenous people in the region. 

4. The US stressed the importance of upholding “effective governance and the 

rule of law” to ensure that the “Arctic remains a region free of conflict where 

countries act responsibly.” 

5. Several other Foreign Ministers, including those from Canada, Iceland, 

Finland, Norway and Sweden, echoed the USA’s call to keep the Arctic 

peaceful and free of conflict. 

 

 
News: A huge ice block has broken off from western Antarctica into the Weddell 

Sea, becoming the largest iceberg in the world and earning the name A-76. 

Highlights:  

1. It is the latest in a series of large ice blocks to dislodge in a region acutely 

vulnerable to climate change, although scientists said in this case it appeared 

to be part of a natural polar cycle. 

 U.S., Russia at odds over military activity in the Arctic 

 World’s largest iceberg breaks off from Antarctica, says ESA 



 

5 

 

21/05/2021 Friday 

2. The iceberg, measuring around 170 km long and 25 km wide, with an area of 

4,320 sq km is now floating in the Weddell Sea. 

3. It joins the previous world’s largest title holder A-23A — approximately 3,880 

sq. km. in size — which has remained in the same area since 1986. 

4. A-76 was originally spotted by the British Antarctic Survey and the calving 

— the term used when an iceberg breaks off — was confirmed using images 

from the Copernicus satellite, the European Space Agency said. 

5. Icebergs form when hunks of ice break off from ice shelves or glaciers and 

begin to float in open water. 

 

 
News: The European Parliament has urged the EU to back a push for a temporary 

waiver of coronavirus vaccine patents, in the face of scepticism from Brussels 

and key member states. 

Highlights:  

1. Lawmakers voting narrowly approved an amendment calling on the bloc “to 

support the Indian and South African World Trade Organization (WTO) 

initiative for a temporary waiver on intellectual property rights for COVID-19 

vaccines, equipment and treatments, and urges pharmaceutical companies to 

share their knowledge and data. 

2. EU leaders said they were willing to discuss patent waivers after U.S. 

President Joe Biden backed the plan — but called for more details on the 

proposal and urged other major producers to first increase their exports of 

much-needed jabs. 

3. Key EU members France and Germany have defended vaccine patents, 

arguing that innovative companies must be rewarded for their efforts. 

4. The WHO, India and South Africa have all called for patents to be temporarily 

suspended in a bid to help boost deliveries to poorer nations struggling to 

vaccinate their populations. 

5. Officials from the bloc have said the hoarding of crucial ingredients needed 

for vaccines by some nations was a larger obstacle than patent protection. 

 

 

 

 

EU lawmakers back patent waiver for vaccines 
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News: Aerosols can be carried in the air for up to 10 m and improving the 

ventilation of indoor spaces will reduce transmission, a government advisory on 

stopping the spread of COVID-19 said. 

Highlights:  

1. The advisory, issued by the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the 

Government of India, said there was a need to remember the simple measures 

that could reduce the transmission of SARS-CoV-2. 

2. Ventilation can decrease the risk of transmission from one infected person to 

the other. Just as smells can be diluted from the air through opening windows 

and doors and using exhaust systems, ventilating spaces with improved 

directional airflow decrease the accumulated viral load in the air, reducing the 

risk of transmission. Ventilation is a community defence that protects all of us 

at home or at work. 

3. It recommended adding outdoor air in offices, homes and public spaces. 

Droplets and aerosols were the key transmission modes of the virus. While 

droplets fell up to 2 m from an infected person, aerosols could travel up to 10 

m. 

4. Ventilation in hutments could be improved by adding “jaali or other simple 

air outlets”, apart from installing exhaust fans, the advisory said. 

5. It is advised that jaali/air outlets with exhaust fans are installed by gram 

panchayats in homes where there is no cross-ventilation. 

6. Hospitals should ensure that vaccinations were carried out in well-ventilated 

areas and public transport like buses should keep windows open and use 

exhaust fans. 

 

Aerosols can travel up to 10 m; ventilation is the key, says govt. 


