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NGOs can open Delhi accounts till June 30 

The Union Home Ministry extended the deadline for non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs) to activate accounts with the State Bank of India main 

branch in Delhi (NDMB), a compulsory requirement to receive foreign funds, 

from March 31 to June 30. 

Highlights: 

1. However, 10 NGOs petitioned the Delhi High Court the same day, seeking a 

longer extension of six months and seeking the court’s intervention in 

operationalising their foreign contribution accounts. 

2. The 10 NGOs are part of a group of 490 NGOs that had made a representation 

to the Ministry seeking an extension as their funds were blocked due to various 

administrative lapses on the part of the bank and the Ministry. 

3. An NGO functionary said that even though documents were submitted to the 

bank much before March 31, the accounts could not be operated as a form sent 

by the SBI making the NGO eligible to receive foreign funds was yet to be 

authorised by the FCRA division of the Ministry. 

4. According to the amended provisions of the FCRA enacted in September 

2020, NGOs were asked to open accounts with the NDMB by March 31, 

failing which they will not be able to receive any fresh funds. 

5. At least five NGOs moved the Delhi and Gauhati High Courts, arguing that 

even though they had applied to open FCRA accounts at the bank before 

March 31, administrative delays on the part of the SBI and the Ministry 

severely restricted their activities, including providing COVID-19 related 

relief and paying urgent salaries of staff. 

 

‘PM-CARES must disclose details of COVID-19 care’ 

A plea has been filed in the Supreme Court to direct the Prime Minister’s Citizen 

Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund (PM-CARES Fund) to 

disclose the money it has allocated so far for COVID-19 care. 

Highlights:  

1. PM-CARES should produce details of its mechanism to monitor the progress 

of the various projects it had allocated money for. 
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2. The court to make PM-CARES a party in its suo motu case on COVID-19 

management and lapses. The application said the fund has been, since the first 

national lockdown, an “important stakeholder in the procurement and funding 

of essential supplies and services for the Covid-19 pandemic”. 

3. Since its inception, the PM-CARES Fund has collected monetary 

contributions from India as well as overseas which includes salary 

contributions by employees and members of several Government of India 

Ministries and PSUs. 

 

U.S. to work with COVAX to allocate 80 mn vaccine doses 

The U.S. will work with the COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access (COVAX) 

programme as well as its partners to decide how to allocate the 80 million doses 

of vaccine it is sending to other countries over the next six weeks. India, which is 

currently the global epicentre of the pandemic, is expected to receive a significant 

share of these vaccines, but administration officials have not released actual 

numbers. 

Highlights:  

1. COVAX is the largest vaccine delivery platform in the world and that is 

focused on, in particular, low income and low-middle income countries and 

with our partners. COVAX is an absolutely critical and central platform” for 

vaccine allocation. 

2. White House said vaccine allocation decisions would be made based on 

equity, in response to a question on whether India would be a recipient of the 

vaccines. 

3. The USA said it will be making decisions based on equity providing these 

vaccines in a transparent manner with the global community through COVAX 

and also through direct relationships. 

4. While India could theoretically use some of the vaccines it will produce as 

part of a Quad (India, the U.S., Australia and Japan) plan to supply at least 1 

billion doses to the Indo-Pacific by the end of 2022, the actual decisions will 

be taken based on ground conditions at the time. 

5. Biological E, a Telengana-based pharmaceutical company, is collaborating 

with Johnson & Johnson to produce the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine under the 

Quad plan. 
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FinMin grants ‘infrastructure’ status for convention centres 

The Finance Ministry has granted ‘Infrastructure’ status for exhibition and 

convention centres, a move that is expected to ease bank financing for such 

projects. 

Highlights:  

1. ‘Exhibition-cum-Convention Centre is included in the Harmonised Master 

List of Infrastructure sub-sectors by insertion of a new item in the category of 

Social and Commercial Infrastructure,’ the Department of Economic Affairs 

said. 

2. However, the benefits would only be available for projects with a minimum 

built-up floor area of 1,00,000 sq. m. of exclusive exhibition space or 

convention space or both combined.  

3. The infrastructure tag does not involve significant tax breaks but would help 

such projects get easier financing from banks, said experts. However, 

restrictions on size may be a dampener. 

4. India doesn’t have large convention centres or single halls with capacities to 

hold 7,000 to 10,000 people, unlike countries like Thailand that is a major 

global MICE-destination. 

5. Becoming a MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and Exhibitions) 

destination can generate significant revenue with several global firms active 

in India but it will take time to become a preferred destination. 

6. Last August, the government had granted infrastructure status to affordable 

rental housing projects. 


