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Iran to develop Farzad B gas field domestically dumps India 

Iran on Monday gave the Farzad B gas field to Petropars, a domestic gas producer. 

This is a setback for India’s energy ties with Iran as ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL) 

had discovered the gas field in 2000 and has been part of the ongoing cooperation 

on that front. 

Highlights:  

1. The Ministry of External Affairs has not yet commented on the development 

but OVL had discovered the Farzad B gas field in the Farsi region, which is 

located between the Iranian and Saudi territories.  

2. Deal in Iran comes despite India’s long-standing cooperation regarding the 

gas field and is indicative of the impact of the U.S. sanctions on India-Iran 

energy cooperation. 

 

Is India’s Palestine policy evolving? 

At the United Nations Security Council, India, a non-permanent member, 

reaffirmed its support for Palestine, but stopped short of making any direct 

reference to the status of Jerusalem or the future Israel-Palestine borders.  

Highlights:  

1. India reiterated its strong support for the just Palestinian cause and its 

unwavering commitment to the two-state solution. 

2. India has also urged both sides to refrain from attempts to unilaterally change 

the existing status quo, including in East Jerusalem and its neighbourhood. 

3. India called for the historic status quo at the holy places of Jerusalem, 

including Haram esh-Sharif/Temple Mount must be respected.  

Evolving position 

1. While refusing to toe the Israeli line on the conflict, India’s comments also 

point to its evolving position on the larger Israel-Palestine issue.  

2. For example, it’s called for the status quo relating to East Jerusalem. But the 

crucial point that’s missing is that East Jerusalem should be the capital [of a 

future Palestinian state]. Earlier, this used to be the mantra from India 

regarding the two-state solution. 
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3. That’s what the point is — whether there is a reference to Jerusalem, whether 

it is [the] 1967 [border], these are all minor issues. The real issue is this: a two-

state solution, coexisting side by side. The contours of the boundaries will be 

discussed, settled and recognised by the parties. 

4. There are a couple of important nuances in India’s statement. The references 

to Haram esh-Sharif come twice. And it says, Haram esh-Sharif/Temple 

Mount. This is a very subtle way of saying that this is not a Palestinian 

narrative.  

5. The Palestinian narrative is that it is Haram esh-Sherif—that means exclusive 

Islamic control and ownership. By saying Temple Mount together with 

Sharam esh-Sherif, it says. The real issue is it is Jewish as well as Islamic.  

Until 2017: 

Until 2017, India’s position was that it supported the Palestinian cause and called 

for a negotiated solution resulting in a sovereign, independent, viable and united 

State of Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capital, living within secure and 

recognised borders, side by side at peace with Israel. 

 

Why and how of creating a district 

On May 14, Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh declared Malerkotla 

the 23rd district of the State.  

How are new districts carved? 

1. The power to create new districts or alter or abolish existing districts rests with 

the State governments. This can either be done through an executive order or 

by passing a law in the State Assembly. 

2. The many States prefer the executive route by simply issuing a notification in 

the official gazette. 

How does it help? 

1. States argue that smaller districts lead to better administration and governance. 

For example, in 2016, the Assam government issued a notification to upgrade 

the Majuli sub-division to the Majuli district for “administrative expediency”. 
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Does the Central government have a role to play here? 

1. The Centre has no role to play in the alteration of districts or creation of new 

ones. States are free to decide.  

2. The Home Ministry comes into the picture when a State wants to change the 

name of a district or a railway station.  

3. The State government’s request is sent to other departments and agencies such 

as the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Intelligence Bureau, Department of Posts, 

Geographical Survey of India Sciences and the Railway Ministry seeking 

clearance.  

4. A no-objection certificate may be issued after examining their replies. 

What has been the trend? 

1. According to the 2011 Census, there were 593 districts in the country. The 

Census results showed that between 2001-2011, as many as 46 districts were 

created by States.  

2. Though the 2021 Census is yet to happen, Know India, a website run by the 

Government of India, says currently there are 718 districts in the country. 

3. The surge in number is also due to the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh into A.P. 

and Telangana in 2014. Telangana at present has 33 districts and A.P. has 13 

districts. 

 

Modi urges more doctors to offer telemedicine services 

Prime Minister Narendra interacted with doctors across the country dealing with 

the second wave of the pandemic, urging them to include oxygen audits, forming 

teams to provide telemedicine services to those undergoing home isolation and in 

rural areas and the new challenge of mucormycosis. 

Highlights:  

1. The meeting saw the Prime Minister also stressing on psychological care along 

with physical care.  

2. He appealed to doctors to form teams for telemedicine, train final year MBBS 

students and interns to ensure that all tehsils have telemedicine services, and 
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that home isolation should be guided by SOPs (standard operating 

procedures).  

3. He briefed doctors on the efforts being made to ramp up the capacity of 

medical resources required and said vaccination of health care workers had 

paid dividends in terms of safety. 

4. The doctors shared best practices and their experiences through both the waves 

of the pandemic, including proper and improper use of medicines. 

 

DRDO’s drug launched for emergency use 

The first batch of the adjunct COVID therapy drug, 2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG) 

— developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

along with Dr Reddy’s Laboratories (DRL), Hyderabad — was released for 

emergency use.  

Highlights:  

1. An anti-COVID-19 therapeutic application of the drug 2-DG has been 

developed by the Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences (INMAS), 

a DRDO lab along with DRL. 

2. DRL will increase the production of the drug which is expected to be made 

available to all hospitals by the first week of June. 

3. The drug is a good example of DRDO and private partnership, which will help 

patients in overcoming oxygen dependency by around 40%.  

4. 2-DG was the first therapeutic drug for COVID which India has developed 

indigenously. 


