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Foreign aid channelled to Central facilities 

Biased aid: Around 40 lakh items, comprising medicines, oxygen cylinders and 

masks, among others received in foreign aid have been distributed to 38 

institutions and hospitals, mostly run by the Central government in 31 States and 

Union Territories, according to a statement issued by the Union Health Ministry 

on Tuesday. 

Foreign aid: 

1. Amid the second wave of COVID-19, with over 3 lakh cases being reported 

daily, India for the first time in 17 years decided to accept foreign aid. 

2. Out of the eight hospitals in Delhi, six that received the aid sent from foreign 

countries are run by the Central government. Oxygen allocation is being 

centrally controlled by an empowered group of officers. 

 

Clear message from Supreme Court 

Under new CJI, it has underlined its role as guardian of the rights of ordinary 

people. 

Highlights:  

1. A series of decisions within a week since Justice N.V. Ramana took over as 

the 48th Chief Justice of India shows a rejuvenation happening within the 

Supreme Court in its role as the guardian of the rights of ordinary people. 

2. It has talked straight and true to the Centre about the lapses in managing a 

devastating second COVID-19 wave that has cost precious lives, especially in 

the national capital. 

3. The court has also decided to revisit the legality of the law of sedition. The 

intervention would bring into the spotlight the use of sedition as a tool to 

incarcerate activists, lawyers, students and journalists who voice their dissent 

against the government.  

4. Chief Justice Ramana had sent a clear message in a public address that the 

legal community was obliged to protect the vulnerable sections of society from 

human rights atrocities perpetrated by the State or any anti-social elements. 
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5. Most important, the Bench warned States of contempt if they tried to punish 

people for airing grievances. 

6. The court also made it clear to a “hurt” Election Commission that it would not 

stop the media from reporting judges’ oral remarks. 

 

Supply oxygen or face contempt: HC to Centre 

The Delhi High Court on Tuesday directed the Centre to show cause why 

contempt should not be initiated against it for failing to comply with orders to 

supply oxygen to Delhi for COVID-19 patients. 

Highlights:  

1. It added that the Supreme Court had already directed, and now the HC is also 

saying that the Centre will have to supply 700 MT oxygen daily to Delhi right 

away by whatever means. 

2. The court also rejected the Centre's submission that Delhi was not entitled to 

700 metric tonnes of medical oxygen in light of existing medical 

infrastructure.  

3. It said the top court’s April 30 detailed order directed the Central government 

to provide 700 MT of oxygen per day to Delhi and not just 490 MT. 
 

Deaths no less than ‘genocide’: Allahabad HC 

Deaths of COVID-19 patients due to lack of supply of oxygen to hospitals “is a 

criminal act and not less than a genocide by those who have been entrusted the 

task to ensure continuous procurement and supply chain of the liquid medical 

oxygen,” the Allahabad High Court said. 

Highlights:  

1. “How can we let our people die in this way when science is so advanced that 

even heart transplantation and brain surgery are taking place these days,” the 

court further asked. 

2. The judges also noted the “stories of hoarding of oxygen cylinders and 

harassment meted out to those poor citizens who were begging for an oxygen 

cylinder to save the life of their near and dear ones” by the police and district 

administration. 
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Scientists see flaws in SUTRA’s approach to modelling pandemic 

Prediction failed  

1. With close to 4,00,000 cases being added every day, questions are being raised 

by some scientists on whether a government-backed model, called SUTRA, 

to forecast the rise and ebb of the COVID-19 pandemic, may have had an 

outsize role in creating the perception that a catastrophic second wave of the 

pandemic was unlikely in India. 

2. The worst-case predictions from this ensemble were used by the National 

Empowered Group on Vaccines. However, the surge was several times what 

any of the modellers had predicted. 

3. SUTRA (Susceptible, Undetected, Tested (positive), and Removed Approach) 

first came into public attention when one of its expert members announced in 

October that India was “past its peak”. 

4. Many models got things wrong but the question is why the government 

continued to rely on this model, than consult epidemiologists and public health 

experts. 
 

How does a concentrator help? 

Oxygen Concentrators:  

1. With the demand for medical oxygen continuing unabated and several States 

struggling to keep pace with demand, the oxygen concentrator (OC) has 

emerged as a sought after device.  

2. Unlike medical oxygen sourced from industrial units, which are supplied via 

cylinders, concentrators are devices that can be operated at home. 

3. When blood saturation levels drop below 94%, it could be a sign of respiratory 

distress requiring OC. 

How does it work? 

1. An oxygen concentrator takes in air and separates the oxygen and delivers it 

to a person via a nasal cannula.  

2. Air is 79% nitrogen and 21% oxygen and a concentrator that works by 

plugging into a source of electricity deliver air that is upto 95% oxygen.  
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3. A concentrator consists of a compressor and sieve bed filter. The former 

squeezes atmospheric air and also adjusts the pressure at which it is delivered.  

4. The sieve bed is made of a material called Zeolite that separates the nitrogen. 

There are two sieve beds that work to both release oxygen into a tank that’s 

connected to the cannula as well as release the separated nitrogen and form a 

continuous loop that keeps producing fresh oxygen. 

 

‘E-com, logistics, healthcare driving blue, grey collar jobs’ 

Highlights:  

1. India reported a significant rise in e-commerce delivery, logistics and 

healthcare job placements in April this year, said, industry observers.  

2. OLX People, QuikrJobs and other social media-based blue and grey collar job 

recruitment channels are also seeing a surge in demand for such jobs. 

3. India emerged as one of the biggest countries for gig and platform workers as 

e-commerce platforms created huge job opportunities even in the midst of the 

pandemic, he added. According to Assocham, the country’s gig economy will 

be $455 billion by 2024, growing at a CAGR of 17%. 

4. The country currently has more than 250 million blue and grey collar workers 

and logistics alone is expected to create about three million jobs by 2022. 

5. The demand for delivery executives, for e-commerce, logistics and healthcare 

has increased. 


