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Managing an upheaval 

Ideal: Universal vaccination is a necessary goal, but India is nowhere near 

achieving it. 

Panic and Universal Vaccination:  

1. A combination of panic, public pressure and comprehension of the magnitude 

of the crisis that India is in seems to have prompted the Centre to authorise 

vaccines to anyone above 18 and give States more control over procurement.  

2. This is despite the problems in scaling up production, and in the supply and 

management of vaccines amid the surge in cases. The step could not have been 

easy to take. 

Mistakes Done: 

1. Eight months ago, India had begun a decline in daily infections to the extent 

that by January, India’s leadership itself — going by its own policy actions — 

believed that a devastating second wave was unlikely.  

2. There is no other explanation why India, following the example of the U.S. 

and the U.K., did not tie up orders to inoculate most of its adults within this 

year.  

3. India also applied different standards: waiving critical trials for Covaxin, but 

having stringent requirements for foreign companies. The supply lines are thus 

inadequate.  

4. The second wave, the hospitalisation and medical-oxygen crisis have derailed 

all previously laid out plans.  

5. Leading international vaccinators such as Pfizer and Moderna have supply 

commitments already tied up and it is unclear if merely the policy move of 

liberalising vaccine supply will leave States in India with the finances and 

negotiating power to procure enough stocks of vaccines.  

6. Moreover, given that this is the hottest month in India, lockdowns are 

resurfacing in cities, and no end is in sight for the second wave, the logistics 

of administration will continue to be challenging.  

7. It was always going to be impossible to rapidly inoculate a nation of a billion. 

But chaos and confusion, which now seem inevitable, could have been averted 

with some foresight and planning.  
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A low-carbon future through sector-led change 

Climate Summit: In the build-up to the ‘Leaders’ Climate Summit’ organised 

by the United States this week (April 22-23), there has been a flurry of debates 

about whether India should announce a ‘net-zero’ emissions target, and by when. 

Net Zero: 

1. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 1.5°C report called 

for global carbon emissions to reach net-zero by 2050, which the pressure 

cooker of climate diplomacy has quickly transformed into a call for all 

countries to announce 2050 as the net-zero target year.  

2. Yet, global net-zero may require some countries to reach net-zero before 2050 

in order for others to have some additional time. Since a disproportionate share 

of the carbon space has been used up by developed countries, it is important 

that they act boldly at home, to match the vigour of their diplomatic efforts. 

India Climate Commitment and Development Deficit: 

Nonetheless, as a climate-vulnerable country, India must also up its game to 

contribute to limiting global temperature rise, ideally below 1.5°C. While doing 

so, it should not lose sight of the history of global climate negotiations and its 

own developmental needs. Though a large country and economy, we are still a 

very poor country with a significant development deficit — for example, our per-

capita carbon emissions are less than half the world average. 

What India must do 

1. There is a third path, focused on concrete, near-term sectoral transformations 

through aggressive adoption of technologies that are within our reach, and an 

earnest effort to avoid high carbon lock-ins.  

2. This is best accomplished by focusing on sectoral low-carbon development 

pathways that combine competitiveness, job-creation, distributional justice 

and low pollution in key areas where India is already changing rapidly.  

3. This approach is directionally consistent with India moving towards net-zero, 

which should be our long-term objective. Over time, India can and should get 

more specific about future economy-wide net-zero targets and dates.  
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De-carbonise power sector 

1. To achieve net-zero emissions, a key piece of the puzzle is to decarbonise the 

electricity sector, which is the single largest source (about 40%) of India’s 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

2. De-carbonised electricity would also allow India to undertake 

transformational changes in urbanisation and industrial development, for 

example by expanding the use of electricity for transport, and by integrating 

electric systems into urban planning. 

3. One way to do this is to go beyond expanding renewables to limiting the 

expansion of coal-based electricity capacity.  

4. A first, bold, step would be to pledge that India will not grow its coal-fired 

power capacity beyond what is already announced and reach peak coal 

electricity capacity by 2030 while striving to make coal-based generation 

cleaner and more efficient. 

5. A second, necessary step is to create a multi-stakeholder Just Transition 

Commission representing all levels of government and the affected 

communities to ensure decent livelihood opportunities beyond coal in India’s 

coal belt. This is necessary because the transition costs of a brighter low-

carbon future should not fall on the backs of India’s poor. 

6. Finally, India will need to work hard to become a leader in technologies of the 

future such as electricity storage, smart grids, and technologies that enable the 

electrification of other sectors such as transportation.  

Improve energy services 

1. Enhancing the efficiency of electricity use is an important complement to 

decarbonising the electricity supply.  

2. Promoting only energy-efficient home appliances like AC, TV, Fan etc. 

Such a sector-by-sector approach, which can and should be developed for other 

sectors, can demonstrate concrete, yet ambitious, domestic action that sets India 

on the path toward net-zero emissions. It empowers India to insist that developed 

countries complement their distant net-zero targets by enacting concrete near-

term measures that are less reliant on unsure offsets. This approach also allows 

India to nimbly adapt its sectoral transition plans as technologies mature and 

enable it to ratchet up its pledges periodically as required by the Paris Agreement. 


