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Current Affairs of the Day 

Russia says it will launch its own space station in 2025 

Russia’s space agency said on Tuesday it hoped to launch its own orbital station 

in 2025 as Moscow considers withdrawing from the International Space Station 

programme to go it alone. 

Highlights:  

1. Russia was considering pulling out of the ISS, one of the few successful 

examples of cooperation with the West. The announcement came with 

tensions soaring with the West. 

2. Russia’s was aiming to have the module “ready for launch” in 2025. Launched 

in 1998 and involving Russia, the United States, Canada, Japan, and the 

European Space Agency, the ISS is one of the most ambitious international 

collaborations in human history.  

3. Russia lost its monopoly for manned flights to the ISS last year after the first 

successful mission of U.S. company Space X. 

 

EU agency says blood clot ‘rare’ J&J side effect 

Europe’s medicines regulator said that blood clots should be listed as a “very 

rare” side effect of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine, but that the benefits 

of the shot still outweigh the risks. 

Highlights:  

1. The United States is also expected to announce its decision on the single-shot 

J&J vaccine by Friday, as nations around the world urgently try to accelerate 

inoculation campaigns and revive their pandemic-ravaged economies. 

2. The European Medicines Agency (EMA) assessment came as an EU official 

promised to have enough doses available to vaccinate 70% of European adults 

by the summer — a boon for the continent’s sluggish rollout. 

3. Europe’s Johnson & Johnson campaign was delayed after U.S. health 

regulators said the shot should be paused over blood clot fears. 
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4. After conducting a review of isolated cases of clotting among people who 

received the vaccine, EMA’s safety committee said it found a “possible link” 

between the jab and the medical condition. 

5. Only two countries had started administering the J&J shot before it was paused 

— the United States and South Africa — with more than seven million doses 

given out so far. 

 

A few countries cannot set global rules, says Xi Jinping 

China’s President Xi Jinping said on global rules cannot be imposed “by one or 

a few countries” and attempts to “decouple” would not benefit any nation. 

World in a state of flux: 

1. Mr Xi outlined China’s view of a world in flux and contained veiled criticisms 

that appeared to be aimed at the U.S., although he did not name the country. 

He said “combined forces of changes and a pandemic both unseen in a century 

have brought the world into a phase of fluidity and transformation” with 

“instability and uncertainty clearly on the rise”. 

2. There is no fundamental change in the trend toward a multi-polar world; 

economic globalisation is showing renewed resilience, and the call for 

upholding multilateralism and enhancing communication and coordination 

has grown stronger. 

3. Earlier also, he hit out at “small circles”, a reference that Chinese officials 

have subsequently used to describe U.S.-led groupings including the Quad, 

comprising India, the U.S., Japan and Australia. Chinese officials have 

rejected the Quad calling for a “rules-based order” to ensure a “free and open” 

Indo-Pacific region. 

BRI, High tech and Beyond: 

1. While China is advocating for its own rules and standards under the ambit of 

the BRI, including in new emerging areas such as 5G, the U.S. has pushed for 

its allies and partners to seek alternatives. 

2. The Quad countries announced a joint vaccine initiative as well as plans to 

coordinate standards in critical and emerging technologies. The India-U.S.-

Australia-Japan grouping agreed to set up a Quad Critical and Emerging 
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Technology Working Group, recognising that “a free, open, inclusive, and 

resilient Indo-Pacific requires that critical and emerging technology is 

governed and operates according to shared interests and values.”  

3. The working group will facilitate coordination on technology standards 

development, including between respective national technology standards 

bodies, as well as joint plans on telecommunications deployment and building 

critical technology supply chains. 


