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Current Affairs of the Day 

GS Paper - II 

 SC calls for details on migrant children’s welfare 

 

GS Paper - III 

 Centre fast-tracks approval for more vaccine candidates 

 Russian shot gets DCGI nod for imports 

 WHO urges halt on the sale of live wild mammals in 

markets 
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SC calls for details on migrant children’s welfare 

The Supreme Court ordered the State governments to provide information on the 

number of migrant children in their respective territories, steps taken for their 

welfare amid a surge in the pandemic, and benefits given to them. 

Highlights:  

1. Due to the severity of the impact of the COVID-19 crisis, the Centre had 

announced a nationwide lockdown, and during this period, migrant children 

were affected the most and have been among the most vulnerable. 

2. Although there have been marked efforts by the respondents to provide 

migrant workers with welfare measures, no report emanated from the Central 

or the State governments which detailed relief measures extended to women 

and children who are stranded or in relief camps and quarantine centres at 

source districts. 

 

Centre fast-tracks approval for more vaccine candidates 

In a major shift in vaccine approval policy, the government has decided to fast 

track approvals for COVID-19 vaccines that have been developed outside India 

and have been granted emergency use authorisation (EUA) by other drug 

regulatory agencies. 

Highlights:  

1. The decision was taken based on the recommendation made by the National 

Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for COVID-19 (NEGVAC) to 

“expand the basket of vaccines for domestic use and hasten the pace and 

coverage”. 

2. The vaccines that would be eligible for the fast-track approval will include 

those that have been granted a EUA by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA), European Medicines Agency (EMA), the U.K. Medicines and 

Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) and the Pharmaceuticals 

and Medical Devices Agency (PMDA) of Japan, or those that have been 

prequalified by the WHO for emergency use.  

3. This would mean that Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson and Johnson vaccines 

would be eligible for fast-track approval. 
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4. Under the fast-track approval process, bridging studies will take place in 

parallel to mass vaccination. So far, clinical trials conducted in India were 

needed before the Indian regulator could approve the vaccine. 

5. But before the mass roll-out of the vaccines that are developed and tested 

abroad can happen, the vaccines will be first given to 100 beneficiaries and 

these individuals will be assessed for seven days for safety outcomes. 

 

Russian shot gets DCGI nod for imports 

The emergency use authorisation (EUA) from the Drugs Controller General of 

India (DCGI) for Sputnik V paves the way for the import and use of the Russian 

COVID-19 vaccine in the inoculation programme in the country. 

Highlights:  

1. The timing of EUA assumes significance amid reports that stocks of the two 

approved vaccines, Covishield and Covaxin, are fast running out in many 

States. 

2. Sputnik V has been developed by Gamaleya National Research Institute of 

Epidemiology and Microbiology, Russia. 

 

WHO urges halt on the sale of live wild mammals in markets 

Risk factor: ‘Animals source of over 70% of emerging infectious diseases’ 

Highlights:  

1. The World Health Organization called for a halt to the sale of live wild 

mammals in food markets to prevent the emergence of new diseases such as 

COVID-19. 

2. The WHO said because traditional markets play a central role in providing 

food and livelihoods for large populations, banning the sale of live wild 

mammals could protect the health of market workers and customers alike. 

3. The call came in fresh guidance drawn up by the WHO in conjunction with 

the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP).  



 

4 

 

14.04.2021        Wednesday 

4. WHO, OIE and UNEP call on all national competent authorities to suspend 

the trade in live caught wild animals of mammalian species for food or 

breeding and close sections of food markets selling live caught wild animals 

of mammalian species as an emergency measure unless demonstrable 

effective regulations and adequate risk assessment are in place. 

5. Animals, particularly wild animals, are the source of more than 70% of all 

emerging infectious diseases in humans, many of which are caused by novel 

viruses. Wild mammals, in particular, pose a risk for the emergence of new 

diseases. 

6. The agencies recalled that some of the earliest known cases of COVID-19 had 

links to a wholesale food market in Wuhan, with many of the initial patients 

stall owners. 

 


