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‘Delhi Model Virtual School will provide education remotely’ 

The Delhi Model Virtual School, announced recently during the budget, will 

strive to provide education to students remotely through personalised teaching-

learning, effective assessments and the use of cutting-edge technology. 

Outlining the scope 

1. This school will have regular teaching-learning activities, assessments and all 

other education-related facilities. It will operate with the principle of 

‘anywhere living, any time learning, any time testing. 

2. The virtual school will cater to a cross-section of students, including those 

interested in studying from home, sportspersons and artists who need to devote 

adequate time towards honing their skills, school dropouts and other youth 

who want to complete their education. 

3. The government said that various existing models of virtual schools in the U.S. 

and New Zealand were discussed in the meeting. 

4. Delhi government also constituted a six-member committee comprising 

school principal, teachers, and Information Technology officials to study 

global best practices in virtual schooling and submit a blueprint for Delhi’s 

virtual school within a week. 

 

World Water Day: How Indian villages used 15 years of 

MGNREGA 

The world’s largest public wage programme has helped fight water shortage and 

revive India’s agrarian economy. 

In a country where labour is the only resource for at least half the workforce, the 

programme guarantees, through a legal framework, at least 100 days of waged 

employment a year to households in rural India. This has made MGNREGA a 

much sought-after initiative for sustenance ever since it was implemented in 

2006. 

Data on the scheme’s website shows that on any given day some 15 million 

people work under the programme at 1.4 million sites. In the 15 years of its 

implementation, the Act has generated more than 31 billion person-days of 
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employment and the government has spent over Rs 6.4 lakh crore on this demand-

driven programme. 

 

But MGNREGA is more than just a generator of employment opportunities. It 

also legally ties labour deployment with the creation of productive assets — such 

as structures to harvest or conserve water, farm ponds and irrigation channels — 

to contribute to the overall development of the village. 

The programme mandates that at least 60 per cent of the works undertaken must 

be related to land and water conservation. After all, in villages that are primarily 

agrarian and predominantly rainfed, water availability determines destiny. This 

legal requirement makes MGNREGA stand out from other welfare and poverty 

alleviation programmes. 

In a way, the programme has a built-in expiry date: The productive assets 

constructed would create so many economic opportunities in the villages that 

people would stop demanding work. MGNREGA’s redundancy should be its 

ultimate barometer of success. The government does track the number of people 

employed and the kinds of works undertaken. 
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Benefits of MGNREGA 

1. Water conservation and stopping soil erosion 

2. The area under cultivation increased in villages due to irrigation sources 

3. Migration stopped as lots of local jobs created 

4. The role of women in rural development works was predominant thus 
empowering in local leadership roles 

5. Many villages started horticulture crops creating new venues of income 

6.  The structures under MGNREGA aim to fix groundwater decline by creating 
the potential for water conservation and recharge of the aquifers. 

Best examples: 

1. In the perennially drought-stricken Bundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh, there are many villages that have used the programme to 
become water-surplus. 

2. In Barmani village of Madhya Pradesh’s Sidhi district migrant labourers have 
returned to resume farming after the implementation of massive water 
conservation programmes. 

3. In Pookkottukavu village of Kerala’s Palakkad district, MGNREGA has to 
lead to the formation of the country’s largest group of trained women well-
diggers.  

4. In Pallassana village of the same district, such is the obsession with water 
conservation that the people have managed to revive a river. With water 
available, villages have increased agricultural productivity and made financial 
gains. 

Lack of monitoring for all possible impacts 

The government does not monitor whether a structure has actually helped water 
conservation. Neither is there any data on the impact on groundwater levels, nor 
on improvements in land productivity and livelihoods. The government must start 
to track impacts beyond the number of people employed and the kinds of works 
undertaken. The qualitative impact of MGNREGA on the socio-economic profile 
of villages must be assessed. There is a need for the constant monitoring and 
maintenance of waterworks by communities to keep them working. As 
government data shows, half of the water structures are either left unfinished or 
have turned defunct after a few years due to the lack of maintenance. This is a 
wasted opportunity. 


