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 Panel flags Centre’s meagre pensions 

News: The Centre must increase the “meagre” pensions provided for poor senior 

citizens, widows and disabled people, said the Parliamentary Standing 

Committee on Rural Development in its report submitted to the Lok Sabha on 

Tuesday. 

Highlights:  

1. The panel also slammed the government’s “laxity in raising the amount”, 

pointing out that recommendations to increase the sums had been made in the 

last two years as well. 

2. The relevance of a marquee Scheme like the National Social Assistance 

Programme (NSAP) in reaching out to the poor and downtrodden section of 

society does not go amiss in the eyes of the Committee. 

3. However, the Committee is baffled to observe the meagre amount of 

assistance ranging from ₹200 to ₹500 per month under the different 

components of this Scheme. 
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Problems in Implementation of MGNREGA  

4. The panel also pulled up the DoRD for delays and disparities in the payment 

of wages and unemployment allowances under the flagship MGNREGA 

scheme. 

5. At the time of economic distress caused due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in 

particular, there was an increase in the demand of work under MGNREGA. 

However, inordinate delay in the release of [the 40% component of] funds for 

skilled/semi-skilled workers under MGNREGA is a huge discouraging aspect 

and does not go in consonance with the underlying spirit of the scheme. 

6. The panel noted “the callous approach of the State Governments in the proper 

implementation of the provision of unemployment allowance”, finding that the 

provision is not implemented in letter and spirit at the grass-root level. 

7. Another issue with MGNREGA is the disparity in wages in different States. 

8. It is still beyond comprehension as to how is it possible that a single scheme 

having the provision of hundred days of guaranteed work to willing person 

from the rural settings can have different yardstick when it comes to the 

payment modalities across the length and breadth of the country, said the 

report, noting that the Constitution provides for equal pay for equal work. 

 

Over 72% rise in UAPA cases registered in 2019 

Highlights:  

1. There have been an over a 72% increase in the number of persons arrested 

under the UAPA (Unlawful Activities Act) in 2019 compared to the year 2015, 

data provided by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in the Lok Sabha show. 

2. As many as 1,948 persons were arrested under the UAPA in 1,226 cases 

registered across the country in 2019. From 2015 till 2018, the cases registered 

under the Act annually stood at 897, 922, 901 and 1,182 respectively, while 

the number of arrests was 1,128, 999, 1,554 and 1,421. 

3. Cases under the UAPA are investigated by the State police and the National 

Investigation Agency (NIA). As far as the NIA is concerned, so far 48 special 

courts have been constituted across the country for the speedy trial of terror-

related cases. 

4. Under the UAPA, getting bail is rare and the investigating agency has up to 

180 days to file a charge sheet. Earlier, a reply by the government in the Lok 
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Sabha shows that only 2.2 % of cases registered under the UAPA between 

2016-2019 ended in convictions by the court. 

The abrogation of Article 370 

1. In a separate reply, the Ministry said: After the abrogation of Article 370, the 

number of terrorist incidents in Jammu and Kashmir has reduced significantly. 

2. The data provided shows that in J&K, 244 terrorist incidents were reported 

and 221 terrorists killed in 2020, while in 2019, the numbers were 594 and 

157 respectively.  

 

 Cyber volunteer programme rolled out, MHA informs LS 

News: The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) informed the Lok Sabha on 

Tuesday that a “cyber volunteer” programme has been rolled out for “cyber 

hygiene promotion” and the services of volunteers would be utilised by the State 

police as per requirement. 

Highlights:  

1. The MHA, through its cybercrime grievance portal- cybercrime.gov.in, aims 

to raise a group of “cybercrime volunteers” to flag “unlawful content” on the 

Internet.  

2. Various groups, including the Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF), have 

expressed concern that the programme enables a culture of surveillance and 

could create potential social distrust by encouraging civilians to report the 

online activities of other citizens. 

Privacy matters 

Some Members of Parliament asked whether “concerns of the infringement of 

privacy due to surreptitious and malafide intrusion into an individual’s online 

activities are addressed in this programme and its operating protocol.” 

Rationale for Volunteers 

1. Union Minister of State for Home said in a written reply, “The challenges of 

cyberspace are many which flow from its vastness and borderless character.  

2. Cyber Crime Volunteer Framework has been rolled out as an initiative as a 

part of cyber hygiene promotion to bring together citizens to contribute to the 

fight against cybercrime in the country and assist State/UT LEAs (law 

enforcement agencies) in their endeavour to curb cybercrimes. 

3. The Minister observed in another reply that the MHA had operationalised the 

National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal in 2019 to provide a centralised 



 

5 

 

10/03/2021 Wednesday 

mechanism to the citizens for online reporting of all types of cybercrime 

incidents, with a special focus on cyber crimes against women and children. 

4. The reply said that as per the data maintained, since its inception, 3,17,439 

cybercrime incidents and 5,771 FIRs have been registered up to February 28 

in the country. The conversion of complaints received into FIRs stood at 

1.81%. 

 


