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A colonial relic 

Bottom Line: Repeated misuse of sedition law underlines the need to scrap it 

altogether 

Highlights:  

1. A sessions court in Delhi has affirmed the belief that dispassionate scrutiny of 

outlandish claims by the police is necessary for protecting the liberty of those 

jailed on flimsy, often political, reasons.  

2. In particular, the judge has applied the established test for a charge of sedition 

under Section 124A of the IPC to pass muster: that the act involved must 

constitute a threat to public order and incitement to violence.  

3. A conclusion that confirmed widespread criticism that the arrest was 

unnecessary and that the entire case was nothing more than a reflection of 

government paranoia. 

Dissent, Democracy and Sedition: 

1. The episode highlights a trend that has caused concern in recent times: the 

tendency of the rulers to treat instances of dissent, especially involving strident 

criticism of policies and laws in which particular regimes are deeply invested, 

as attempts to provoke disaffection and disloyalty.  

2. Hence, it is significant that the judge not only saw Ms Ravi’s activism as 

related to her freedom of speech and expression but went on to say that an 

attempt to reach a global audience is part of that freedom.  

3. It should also be underscored that such bail orders should not be rare or 

special, but be routine judicial responses to cases in which there is a mismatch 

between the accusation and the evidence.  

4. It is by now fairly clear to everyone except, perhaps, the government and its 

vociferous supporters, that there is no place in a modern democracy for a 

colonial-era legal provision such as sedition.  

5. Too broadly defined, prone to misuse, and functioning as a handy tool to 

repress activism, the section deserves to be scrapped. 
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Imparting direction to science in India 

Publications and patents 

1. From the report published by the National Science Foundation of the U.S. in 

December 2019, India was the third-largest publisher of peer-reviewed 

science and engineering journal articles in 2018.  

2. The not-so-good news is that publications from India are not impactful. The 

inference for India is that the impact, and hence the citation of publications 

from India, should improve. 

3. In its report for 2019, WIPO says India filed a modest number of 2,053 patent 

applications. Compared to the 58,990 applications filed by China and 57,840 

by the U.S. 

The National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy 

The Indian government put in place the National Intellectual Property Rights 

(IPR) Policy in 2016 to “stimulate a dynamic, vibrant and balanced intellectual 

property rights system”. One of the objectives is human capital development. The 

mission to foster innovation, replicate it at scale and commercialize it is a work 

in progress consequent to the policy. However, we need hawk-eye’s focus à la 

China which filed just 276 patent applications in 1999 but rose to become an 

innovation titan in 2019. 

Science Policies Over Time: First Science Policy  

There have been four science policies till now, after 1947, with the draft of the 

fifth policy having been released recently. India’s first science policy adopted in 

1958, Scientific Policy Resolution, aimed to develop scientific enterprise and lay 

the foundation for scientific temper. It led to the establishment of many research 

institutes and national laboratories, and by 1980, India had developed 

advanced scientific infrastructure with sufficient scientific personnel.  

The Second Science Policy 

The focus in the second science policy, Technology Policy Statement, in 1983, 

was technological self-reliance and to use of technology to benefit all sections of 

the society, while strengthening research in fields such as electronics and 

biotechnology. 

The Third Science Policy 

The Science and Technology Policy 2003, the first science policy after the 

economic liberalisation of 1991, aimed to increase investment in research and 

development and brought it to 0.7%. The Scientific and Engineering Research 

Board (SERB) was established to promote research. 
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The fourth Science Policy 

In 2013, India’s science policy included Innovation in its scope and was called 

Science, Technology and Innovation Policy. The focus was to be one of the top 

five global scientific leaders, which India achieved through building partnerships 

with States, establishing more research and development centres and 

collaborating in international projects such as the Large Hadron Collider in the 

European Union. 

Latest Draft 

The draft of the Science, Technology and Innovation Policy 2020 (STIP2020), 

the fifth science policy that was released in January 2021 offers hope to research 

in India:  

1. it has an ambitious vision to double the number of full-time equivalents (FTE) 

researchers, Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D (GERD) and private sector 

contribution to the GERD every 5 years  

2. To position India among the top three scientific superpowers in the next 

decade.  

3. STIP2020 defines an Open Science Framework that will create a “one nation, 

one subscription” solution that will give all individuals and institutions in 

India access to all top journals through a central subscription. This scheme 

will provide a fillip for improving access to knowledge.  

4. It also defines strategies to improve funding for and participation in research. 

India’s Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D (GERD) is currently around 

0.6% of GDP. This is quite low when compared to the investments by the U.S. 

and China which are greater than 2%. Israel’s GERD is more than 4%. 

India’s low funding in R&D 

1. A key reason for India’s low funding in R&D is the low private sector 

contribution.  

2. STIP2020 defines solutions to improve funding thus: all States to fund 

research, multinational corporations to participate in research, fiscal 

incentives and support for innovation in medium and small scale enterprises.  

3. These are good ideas. The new measures should not become a pretext to 

absolve the Union and State governments of their primacy in funding research; 

the government should invest more in research. 
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Key areas and focus 

Other critical focal areas are the inclusion of under-represented groups of people 

in research, support for indigenous knowledge systems, using artificial 

intelligence, reaching out to the Indian scientific diaspora for collaboration, 

science diplomacy with partner countries, and setting up a strategic technology 

development fund to give impetus to research. 

The policy seeks to define strategies that are “decentralized, evidence-informed, 

bottom-up, experts-driven, and inclusive”. It makes the right moves and strikes 

the right notes to make India future-ready. More specific directives and 

implementation with a scientific temper without engaging in hyperbole will be 

key to the policy’s success. 
 

 


