
 

1 

 

25.01.2021        Monday 

Current Affairs of the Day 

 

GS Paper - II 

 Mock trials of the remote voting project soon: CEC 

 

GS Paper - III 

 Sunderbans is home to 428 species of birds, says ZSI 

 Four sites selected for the reintroduction of cheetah in 

India 

 Leopard killed, eaten in Idukki as revenge for sheep-

killing 

 

 

  



 

2 

 

25.01.2021        Monday 

Mock trials of the remote voting project soon: CEC 

Chief Election Commissioner said the trials of the Election Commission’s remote 

voting project would be carried out soon.  

Recent moves: 

1. We have already started a research project on remote voting using cutting-

edge technology with IIT-Chennai and other leading institutions and it has 

made good progress.  

2. The system being developed by the IIT-M uses blockchain for two-way 

remote voting at designated centres, an EC official had said when the project 

was started in 2020.  

3. Another significant change ECI can look forward to is the grant of postal ballot 

facilities to overseas electors. 

4. In another development, electors will be able to download electronic versions 

of the elector photo ID card, or e-EPIC, with the Election Commission 

launching it during the National Voter Day celebration. 

5. The e-EPIC would be a non-editable PDF version of the EPIC that can be 

downloaded on the phone and stored on the DigiLocker app or printed from a 

computer. 

 

Sunderbans is home to 428 species of birds, says ZSI 

The Indian Sundarbans, which is part of the largest mangrove forest in the world, 

is home to 428 species of birds, a recent publication of the Zoological Survey of 

India (ZSI) states. 

Highlights:  

1. The Indian Sunderbans, which covers 4,200 sq. km, also includes the 

Sunderban Tiger Reserve of 2,585 sq. km — home to about 96 royal Bengal 

tigers (as per the last census in 2020). It is a world heritage site and a Ramsar 

site (a wetland site designated to be of international importance).  

2. The scientists said of the 428 birds listed, some, like the masked finfoot and 

the Buffy fish owl, are recorded only from the Sunderbans. The area is home 
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to nine out of 12 species of kingfishers found in the country as well rare 

species such as the Goliath Heron and the spoon-billed sandpiper. 

3. Highlighting the significance of the publication, one scientist said India has 

over 1,300 species of birds and if 428 species of birds are from the 

Sunderbans, it means that one in every three birds in the country is found in 

the unique ecosystem. 

4. The mudflats exposed in the low tides, rich in microorganism deposited during 

tidal activity, are ideal feeding for migratory birds. The mudflats and wetlands 

of the Sunderbans act as a stopover site for migratory flight south [southwards] 

and back. 

 

Four sites selected for the reintroduction of cheetah in India 

Four sites — three in Madhya Pradesh and one in Rajasthan — have been selected 

by a Supreme Court-appointed committee to reintroduce the cheetah into India. 

Highlights:  

1. The sites include Kuno National Park, Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary and 

Gandhi Sagar-Chittorgarh in Madhya Pradesh and Bhainsrorgarh Sanctuary 

in Rajasthan. 

2. All four areas were selected as they are well-protected and have well-managed 

grasslands, the report said. The last Asiatic Cheetah was shot dead in 

undivided Madhya Pradesh in 1952. 

3. The cheetah reintroduction project goes back to 2010 when the then Congress-

led government had set up a panel for the purpose. 

 

Leopard killed, eaten in Idukki as revenge for sheep-killing 

Five people have been held in Kerala’s Idukki district for killing and eating a six-

year-old male leopard, according to media reports. 

Highlights: 

1. The leopard is a Schedule-1 animal according to India’s Wildlife (Protection) 

Act, 1972. 
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About Leopard: 

1. The latest estimation of leopards in India ‘Status of Leopard in India, 2018’, 

pegs the country’s leopard population at 12,852 in 2018, marking an increase 

of about 60 per cent from the 2014 estimation. 

2. Of the 12,852 leopards, Madhya Pradesh tops the list with 3,421 leopards and 

is followed by Karnataka with 1,783 leopards and Maharashtra with 1,690. 

3. However, the government’s estimation is on the conservative side and the real 

number, particularly in the Himalayan region and northeast India, could be 

much more. The report records the leopard population in tiger areas only. 

4. But the other leopard occupied areas such as non-forested habitats (coffee and 

tea plantations and other land use from where leopards are known to occur), 

higher elevations in the Himalayas, arid landscapes and the majority of the 

northeast landscape were not sampled. 

5. The report highlights a need for a strategy to address the fragmentation of 

leopard habitat by infrastructure projects. 


