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Relax detention norms to prevent drop-outs, says govt. 
Schools must relax detention norms in order to prevent drop-outs in a year when 
COVID-19 has disrupted the teaching and learning process, according to an 
Education Ministry directive issued on Sunday. 

Highlights:  

1. The Ministry also told the States to conduct comprehensive door-to-door 
surveys to identify children out of school and migrant students, and prepare 
an action plan to prevent increased drop-outs, lower enrolments, loss of 
learning and deterioration in the gains made in providing universal access, 
quality and equity in recent years. 

2. Schools shut down in mid-March 2020, just before the COVID-19 lockdown. 
Some States have started reopening physical classes for high school students 
over the last two months, but most of India’s 25 crore students have spent the 
last 10 months at home. 

No uniform access 

1. While some have access to online classes, the majority are making do with 
televised classes, WhatsApp teaching, and learning on their own. 

2. Globally, the United Nations had estimated that almost 24 million school age 
children are at risk of dropping-out from the educational system due to 
COVID-19 this year. 

3. Awareness and enrolment drives would then need to be conducted to ensure 
that such children return to the school system, it said. 

4. As schools slowly reopen for physical classes, students may need bridge 
courses to adjust to the school environment, and remedial learning 
programmes to mitigate learning loss and inequality, said the Ministry. 

5. Identifying students across different grades based on their learning levels, and 
relaxing detention norms to prevent drop-outs this year, have also been 
recommended.  

6. The Ministry guidelines mention the need to increase the access to online 
and digital resources, as well as televisions and radios, but also said that 
classes in small groups at classrooms-on-wheels had to be explored as the 
pandemic abates in many areas. 

7. For children who cannot go to school, the Ministry offered guidelines for the 

continuation of non-residential training through volunteers, local 

teachers and community participation. 
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Q3 private investment in manufacturing jumps 102% 

Highlights:  

1. A continued rise in private investments in the third quarter (Q3) of 2020-21, 

led by a 102% surge in manufacturing investments, helped India register a 

healthy 10.3% increase in fresh project spending in Q3 over the previous 

quarter. 

2. However, new capital expenditure proposals from the government collapsed 

between October and December 2020, as funding constraints began to pinch 

the States, dragging their new project investments down nearly 25% from the 

previous quarter. 

3. The fall in state-promoted investment in Q3 is not a good sign. We hope this 

will be a short-term phenomenon. This has raised the private sector’s share in 

new projects from 40% in the previous quarter to 49.5% in Q3. 

4. Overall fresh project expenditure between April and December 2020 remained 

26.1% lower than the same period a year ago, indicating that we are still far 

away from the normal projex (project expenditure) activities registered in the 

pre-COVID 19 periods. 

5. With interest rates expected to remain low and COVID-19 vaccination to gain 

traction in Q4/FY21, it is expected that projex activities will return to 

normalcy by the first quarter of 2021-22. 

6. Maharashtra received the highest investment projects in Q3, followed by 

Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat. Tamil Nadu, came in a close fourth with 156 

projects worth over ₹24,100 crores in Q3. 

Background: As Government 

expenditure (G) is a key 

component of GDP, having a 

spillover effect on overall private 

consumption (C) and investment 

by businesses (I) also. 
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Give gram panchayats powers to deal with ‘problem wild 

animals’: National Board for Wildlife 

Highlights:  

1. The Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) met in 

the national capital January 4, 2021, and approved an advisory that could have 

far-reaching consequences on India’s wildlife. 

2. The advisory envisages empowering gram panchayats to deal with 

“problematic wild animals as per section 11 (1) (b) of WildLife (Protection) 

Act, 1972”. 

3. This provision usually empowers the Chief Wildlife Warden or an authorised 

officer to hunt an animal specified in Schedules II to IV of the WPA, 1972, if 

it has become a danger to human life and property. 

4. However, the NBWL advisory excluded animals such as the tiger or the 

leopard and other big carnivores, that are listed in Schedule I of the WPA. 

Background: 

1. Under certain conditions schedule 1 animal can be killed, if it poses danger to 

human life (in self Defense). While schedule 2, 3, 4 animals can be hunted if 

they pose serious danger to Human Life and Property. 

 

Gangetic dolphin beaten to death with axes, lathis in UP 

Highlight:  

1. A Gangetic dolphin was beaten to death by a group of men with axes, lathis 

and bladed weapons in Pratapgarh district of eastern Uttar Pradesh December 

31, 2020. 

2. The Gangetic dolphin is India’s National Aquatic Animal. The National 

Ganga Council, under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, had 

approved a ‘Project Dolphin’ on the lines of ‘Project Tiger’ in its first meeting 

in December 2020. 

3. It is a Schedule I animal under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. It has 

been declared an endangered species by the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature. 
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Background: 

1. Dolphins are one of the oldest creatures in the world along with some species 

of turtles, crocodiles and sharks.  

2. The Ganges river dolphin was officially discovered in 1801. Ganges river 

dolphins once lived in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-

Sangu river systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh. But the species is extinct 

from most of its early distribution ranges. 

3. The Ganges river dolphin can only live in freshwater and is essentially blind. 

They hunt by emitting ultrasonic sounds, which bounces off of fish and other 

prey, enabling them to “see” an image in their mind.  

4. They are frequently found alone or in small groups, and generally a mother 

and calf travel together. Calves are chocolate brown at birth and then have 

grey-brown smooth, hairless skin as adults.  

5. Females are larger than males and give birth once every two to three years to 

only one calf. 

 

Arunachal harbours a vanadium source 

GSI specialist says it’s the first report of a primary deposit of the metal in India. 

Vanadium is a high-value metal used in strengthening steel and titanium. 

Highlights:  

1. Arunachal Pradesh, considered a sleeping hydropower giant, is likely to 

become India’s prime producer of vanadium, a high-value metal used in 

strengthening steel and titanium. 

2. India is a significant consumer of vanadium but is not a primary producer of 

the strategic metal. It is recovered as a by-product from the slag collected from 

the processing of vanadiferous magnetite ores (iron ore). 

3. According to data provided by the GSI, India consumed 4% of about 84,000 

tonnes of vanadium produced across the globe in 2017. China, which produces 

57% of the world’s vanadium, consumed 44% of the metal.  

4. Vanadium mineralisation in Arunachal Pradesh is geologically similar to the 

“stone coal” vanadium deposits of China hosted in carbonaceous shale. This 
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high vanadium content is associated with graphite, with a fixed carbon content 

of up to 16%. 

5. The expected grade of vanadium mineralisation in Arunachal Pradesh is 

comparable to the important vanadium deposits of the world. The largest 

deposits are in China, followed by Russia and South Africa. 


