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Current Affairs of the Day 
States on alert as fear of bird flu grows 

The several States on Tuesday sounded an alert to contain avian influenza, or 

H5N8, while Kerala began culling thousands of ducks. 

Highlights: 

1. In Haryana, the “unusual” deaths of four lakh poultry birds have been reported 

in the past 10 days, but there is no confirmation on whether they died of avian 

influenza. 

2. In Kerala, after H5N8 was detected among ducks in the Kuttanad region, 

authorities on Tuesday began culling birds within a 1 km radius of the infected 

areas. 

3. In Himachal Pradesh, close to 2,000 migratory birds, including endangered 

species, have died at the Pong dam lake in Kangra district. 

 

Two-day Asian Waterbird Census off to a flying start 

The two-day Asian Waterbird Census-2020 commenced in Andhra Pradesh on 

Tuesday under the aegis of experts from the Bombay Natural History Society 

(BNHS), covering at least two dozen sites, including Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Kolleru Lake and Krishna Sanctuary. 

Highlights:  

1. BNHS trained amateur birdwatchers on Tuesday on technical aspects of the 

bird census and challenges, enabling them to conduct the task on their own. 

2. On the endangered Indian Skimmer, BNHS said more study was still required 

to establish that the species breeds on the Kakinada coast, which supports a 

great number of Indian Skimmer.  

3. In Godavari estuary, the Kumbabhisekham mudflat, the wetland opposite the 

Coromandel industrial area and other Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are being 

covered. 
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PM inaugurates Kochi-Mangaluru LNG pipeline 

PM on Tuesday said that as part of efforts to make India a natural gas-based 

economy, 10,000 more CNG (compressed natural gas) stations would be opened 

and several lakh PNG (piped natural gas) household connections given in the 

coming days. 

Highlights:  

1. Inaugurating the 450-km Kochi-Koottanad-Mangalore LNG (liquefied natural 

gas) pipeline through video conferencing on Tuesday, PM said the facility was 

part of his government’s “one nation, one gas grid” policy.  

2. The government has a concrete plan to move towards a gas-based economy 

that would be cheaper, convenient and environment-friendly. 

3. The government would make substantial investments in coal and gas sectors. 

The plan was to increase the share of natural gas in the energy sector from the 

present 6% to 15% by 2030. 

Energy-sufficient 

1. The government had definite plans for the future to make the country energy-

sufficient and reduce expenditure on the foreign exchange through 

diversification of energy requirement.  

2. The focus was being given on increasing production of ethanol to increase its 

content in petrol to 20% from the present 5%.  

3. The world’s largest hybrid energy plant (wind and solar) was coming up in 

Gujarat. The electric mobility sector too was being encouraged. Through 

these, alternative, cheap and pollution-free fuel and energy would be made 

available to people. 

 

 

 



 

3 

 

06.01.2021        Wednesday 

Gulf leaders sign deal to end the years-long dispute 

Gulf leaders signed a “solidarity and stability” deal on Tuesday after leaders of 

Saudi Arabia and Qatar publicly embraced, bringing Doha back into the regional 

fold after a three-year-long rift. 

Highlights:  

1. Saudi Arabia had led a coalition of countries in the Gulf and beyond to cut ties 

and transport links with Qatar in June 2017, charging that it was too close to 

Iran and backed radical Islamist groups — allegations that Doha denied.  

2. Those countries, along with Oman and Kuwait, which have mediated between 

the two sides, signed a deal in Al-Ula, after Riyadh overnight re-opened its 

land, sea and air borders to Doha. 


