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➢ Won’t interfere in personal relations, says Allahabad HC 
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➢ Poshan Abhiyaan needs a boost: study 
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Won’t interfere in personal relations, says Allahabad HC 

Crux: The right to live with a person of his or her choice irrespective of 

religion is intrinsic to the right to life and liberty. Interference in a personal 

relationship would constitute a serious encroachment into the right to freedom 

of choice of two individuals, the Allahabad High Court has said. 
 

Highlights: 

1. The court made the observations while quashing an FIR against a Muslim 

man and his family from Kushinagar district by the father of his Hindu wife. 

2. The High Court stressed that the courts and the constitutional courts, in 

particular, were enjoined to uphold the life and liberty of an individual 

guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

3. “We do not see Priyanka Kharwar and Salamat as Hindu and Muslim, rather 

as two grown-up individuals who, out of their own free will and choice, are 

living together peacefully and happily,” the Court said. 

 

Poshan Abhiyaan needs a boost: study 
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News: The National Nutrition Mission or the Poshan Abhiyaan, the world’s 

largest nutrition programme for children and mothers, must be stepped up to 

meet the targets set by the Centre to reduce stunting, wasting and anaemia by 

2022, says a report by NITI Aayog. 
 

Highlights: 

1. The review report drafted in March does not factor worsening poverty and 

hunger levels over the past seven months due to COVID-19, which is 

expected to dent strides made since 2018 to achieve nutritional targets. 

2. More than a third of the children under five face stunting and wasting and 

40% aged between one and four are anaemic. Over 50% of pregnant and 

other women were found to be anaemic, said the National Family Health 

Survey 4 released in 2016. 
 

Need to step up 

1. We need to now accelerate actions on multiple fronts. We need to quickly 

graduate to a POSHAN-plus strategy which apart from continuing 

strengthening the four pillars of the Abhiyaan also requires a renewed focus 

on other social determinants in addition to addressing the governance 

challenges of NHM/ICDS delivery mechanisms. 

2. The report calls for a need to lay as much emphasis on complementary 

feeding as it does on breastfeeding, which it points out can help avert 60% of 

the total stunting cases in India. 

3. On stunting, the review says that India’s targets are conservative as 

compared to the global target defined by the World Health Assembly 

(WHA), which is a prevalence rate of 5% of stunting as opposed to India’s 

goal of reducing stunting levels to 13.3% by 2022. 

4. The target of reducing prevalence levels of anaemia among pregnant women 

from 50.3% in 2016 to 34.4% in 2022 and among adolescent girls from 

52.9% in 2016 to 39.66%, is also considered conservative. 
 

The COVID reality 

1. Significantly, the report was prepared before COVID-19 spread rapidly 

across the country but was released only last month. 

2. Experts warn that deepening poverty and hunger may delay achieving the 

goals defined under the Nutrition Mission. 



 

4 

 

25.11.2020 Wednesday 

3. The projections are optimistic and will need to be re-adjusted for the 

COVID-19 disruptions to health and nutrition services. 
 

Background:  

The National Nutrition Mission or the Poshan Abhiyaan 

1. The government’s flagship programme to improve nutritional outcomes for 

children, pregnant women and lactating mothers was launched in 2018 with 

specific targets to be achieved by 2022. 

2. It aims to reduce stunting and wasting by 2% a year (total 6% until 2022) 

among children and anaemia by 3% a year (total 9%) among children, 

adolescent girls and pregnant women and lactating mothers. 

 

With the U.S. drawing down troops, what’s next for Afghanistan? 

With the U.S. prepared to reduce its troop presence in Afghanistan to about 

2,500 by January 20 — the inauguration day for the new President — 

Afghanistan is bracing for an uncertain future. 
 

Agreement 

1. In February this year, the U.S. reached an agreement with the Taliban 

after prolonged negotiations in Doha.  

2. According to the agreement, the U.S. would withdraw all of its troops 

from Afghanistan in 14 months in return for assurances from the Taliban 

that they would not allow Afghan soil to be used by transnational jihadist 

organisations such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State. 

3. The Taliban also committed that it would start direct talks with the 

Afghan government. The talks began in September after the Afghan 

government released some 5,000 Taliban prisoners, which the U.S. had 

promised as part of its deal. 

4. The Taliban have given plenty of indications that they don’t intend to 

remain committed to the U.S. deal forever. There’s evidence that they’re 

still hosting al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. 
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Continued Violence 

1. But the Taliban, while holding talks, continued their offensive. Since 

February, the Taliban have conducted more than 13,000 attacks nationwide, 

according to a Wall Street Journal report. 

2. According to a UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UMAMA) report in 

October, nearly 6,000 Afghan civilians were killed in the first nine months of 

the year — 45% of the deaths were at the hands of the Taliban. The 

UNAMA said violence refused to die down even after talks began in Doha.  
 

Sense of ascendancy 

The bad news is that America’s order [to reduce troops] likely reinforces the 

Taliban’s sense of ascendancy, and may encourage the group to maintain its 

aggressive posture across the country. 
 

Critical Assistance to Afghan Forces 

1. At present, the U.S. and coalition troops are not directly involved in frontline 

combat. They provide training to Afghan troops, and American airpower is a 

critical ally of Afghan forces that resist the Taliban’s repeated attempts to 

take over big population centres.  

2. With the U.S. leaving at such a crucial point, it not only deprives Afghan 

forces of the support they need, particularly the airpower but also affects 

their morale.  

3. But all is not lost for the Afghan government, which has hundreds of 

thousands of soldiers fighting for it and has backing in urban centres.  

4. NATO has also committed to funding Afghan troops for four more years. 
 

Background: The Taliban, who were ousted from power in 2001 after the U.S. 

invasion and have since been fighting both foreign troops and the Afghan 

government in Kabul, now control more than half of the country and contest the 

whole of it. 
 

Mains: 

1. Taliban Ascendancy will pose internal security challenges for India and 

cripple its economic cooperation to develop Afghanistan. Elucidate. 

 


