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Bru refugees demand immediate implementation of settlement 

pact 
Prelims 

GS I: Social Empowerment, 

Communalism, Regionalism & 

Secularism. 

Leaders of the Mizoram Bru refugees 

have demanded commencement of their 

permanent rehabilitation in Tripura in the 

light of the quadripartite agreement 

signed in New Delhi in January. 

Highlights: 

1. Union Home Minister Amit Shah had 

presided over the signing of the 

accord by the MHA with the State governments of Mizoram, Tripura and the 

leaders of the refugees to permanently settle some 35,000 evacuees in Tripura. 

Background: 

Bru-Refugee crisis 

During 1997-98, about 5000 Bru-Reang families i.e. around 30,000 Bru-Reang 

tribals were displaced from Mizoram to Tripura because of ethnic violence in 

Mizoram. In the North Tripura, these people were living in temporary camps. To 

permanently rehabilitate these refugees, the Government of India, since 2010 has 

been making sustained efforts. Till 2014, around 1622 Bru-Reang families 

returned to Mizoram in different batches. Further, an agreement was also signed 

on 3 July 2018 between the Union Government, the two-State Governments and 

representatives of Bru-Reang refugees decided to increase the aid that was given 

to the families. Around 328 families comprising 1369 individuals returned to 

Mizoram. 

Bru-Reang tribes 

Bru-Reang tribes are one of the 21 scheduled tribes of the Tripura state in India. 

Do you know they are the second largest tribal community of Tripura? They are 

recognised as the 75 primitive tribes in India. Reang first came from the Shan 
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State of upper Burma (now Myanmar) to the Chittagong Hill Tracts and then to 

the Southern part of Tripura. Another group entered Tripura through Assam and 

Mizoram during the 18th century. 

About Bru-Reang Agreement 

The Bru-Reang agreement was signed between the Government of India, 

Governments of Tripura and Mizoram and Bru-Reang representatives in New 

Delhi on 17 January 2020. In the agreement, it is mentioned that: 

1. After the agreement about 34,000 Bru refugees will be settled in Tripura. 

2. Centre will provide help to these tribes for their all-round development and 

for this around Rs 600 crores were sanctioned. 

3. These tribes would get all the rights that normal residents of the State get and 

would be able to enjoy the benefits of social welfare schemes for Centre and 

State governments. 

4. Each displaced family would be given 40X30 sq.ft. residential plots. 

5. For 2 years, they will be given the aid of Rs 5000 per month. 

6. Free ration for 2 years 

7. About Rs 1.5 lakh aid to build their house. Under this agreement, the Tripura 

Government would provide the land. 

 

M.P. planning law with 5-year jail for ‘love jihad’ 

GS I: Social Empowerment, Communalism, Regionalism & Secularism. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government in Madhya Pradesh is planning a 

law that will have provisions for five-year imprisonment for ‘love jihad’. The 

government would table the Madhya Pradesh Freedom of Religion Bill, 2020, in 

the next Vidhan Sabha session. The announcement comes after similar plans were 

made public by the BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and Haryana 

governments. 

Highlights: 

1. The Govt. is deciding that the use of inducements, seduction, fraud or duress 

for marriage and religious conversions will invite five years’ imprisonment. 

2. The Bill would propose the offence to be cognisable and non-bailable. 
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3. Similarly, MP is making a provision to declare marriages for religious 

conversion based on inducements, duress, fraud and seduction as null and 

void. 

4. As for those indulging in religious conversion for marriages, they should 

inform the District Magistrates at least a month in advance, along with 

religious persons organising the conversions. 

5. Recently, the Allahabad High Court repudiated the idea of religious 

conversion solely for the purpose of marriage. 

 

‘RCEP is not just a trading arrangement; leaving it is a short-

sighted move’ 

GSII: Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

Context: The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), a trade 

bloc of 15 countries, was signed on November 15 without India, which was part 

of the long-running negotiations until it withdrew last year. The decision to opt-

out was “short-sighted” and will have broader strategic implications for India. 

RCEP and India Advantage 

1. There continues to be a strong sense among RCEP members that it is only 

India that can provide a degree of a countervailing kind of presence in the 

arrangement.  

2. This is not just a trading arrangement — it has a strategic dimension as well. 

We are effectively now on the margins of the regional economy as well as the 

global economy. Most of the global trade now is organised through large 

trading arrangements, and if you are not part of it, whatever dynamism we can 

leverage from these trading arrangements, increasing your market share, 

becomes all that more problematic. 

FTAs vs RCEP 

1. It’s been suggested India doesn’t lose out because we already have FTAs [free 

trade agreements] with some of RCEP’s members, including ASEAN and 

Japan. 
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2. However, A bilateral arrangement does not take preference over a regional 

arrangement.  

3. In the last Economic Survey [2019-2020], the Chief Economic Adviser said 

there had been benefits brought by FTAs; saying it has entirely not been to our 

advantage does not seem to be completely true.  

4. There has been an expansion in trading relations with all our partners. There 

has been less in terms of how much we have been able to get, and in some of 

the work we did, we found we did not make much of an effort to try and use 

the FTAs to expand our market share.  

The China factor in India staying out of RCEP 

The China factor only reinforced existing sentiments against regional trading 

arrangements and FTAs. China has certainly been an important factor, but the 

decision to not go into RCEP [last year] predates the current tensions. 

Implications for India’s ‘Act East’ strategy 

There is the inconsistency of some of our recent moves, with the ‘Act East’ 

policy. One of them is not joining RCEP.  

RCEP moment China’s regional ambitions 

For China to be part and parcel of RCEP when it is not part of the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership [TPP] is a big thing. RCEP formalises its economic network in this 

part of the world. When people are talking about re-shoring and looking at 

alternative supply chains, this ensures that will not have much traction. If we are 

looking at the TPP and a Biden administration in the U.S. perhaps coming back 

in some way, this becomes all the more important. You will have a symmetric 

situation, with China being part of one trading arrangement with the U.S. out of 

it, and the U.S. part of one arrangement with China out of it. 

Indian Position: 

As India is out of both TPP and RCEP, it leaves India out in the cold. There is 

this assumption that the Indian market is so huge that people have to come to 

India on our terms. But that is a fairly optimistic assessment. 
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The red dunes of Visakhapatnam 

Prelims 

What is geo 

heritage? 

The term 

geological heritage 

is used for natural 

geological or geo-

morphological 

features that have 

aesthetic, intrinsic 

or scientific and 

educational value, 

that provide a 

unique insight into geological processes affecting the formation or evolution of 

Earth. 

Significance: 

1. Geological sites are a record of important geological phenomena that are key 

to trace the evolutionary history of the earth and its changing processes. 

2. Globally, geo parks are sustained through geo-tourism activities like 

excursions, Nature trails, guided tours, hiking and academic meets. Adequate 

signage and interpretation centres are set up in the area to create awareness 

among tourists.  

3. While there are 147 UNESCO Global geoparks spread across 41 countries, 

India is yet to have one of its own. The scope in India is immense — 

Visakhapatnam alone is replete with many unique sites. 

Erra Matti Dibbalu 

Researchers are pushing to get recognition of a geopark for Visakhapatnam 

consisting of Erra Matti Dibbalu (red sand dunes), natural rock formations at 

Mangamaripeta, million-years-old Borra Caves and volcanic ash deposits said to 

have originated from the volcanic eruption of Toba in Indonesia 73,000 years ago 

near Araku. 
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Among the 34 notified National Geological Heritage Monument Sites of India by 

the Geological Survey of India, is the Erra Matti Dibbalu or coastal red sediment 

mounds located between Visakhapatnam and Bheemunipatnam. This stretch of 

sandy red dunes is a gift of Nature. The width of the dunes varies from 200 metres 

to two kilometres, spread across five kilometres along the coast. 

Background: 

Indian subcontinent exhibits imprints of varied geological processes through ages 

and is a storehouse of interesting geological features. Geological Survey of India 

has already enlisted some of those locales as National Geological Monuments. It 

is imperative that the Tourist Map of India would be greatly enriched by the 

inclusion of these geological monuments and alike so that the visitors from the 

country and abroad can have an insight in the real past - the formation of the 

subcontinent, the orogeny, the palaeoenvironment and the exotic collection of 

paleo - flora and fauna. 

 

Source: https://bhukosh.gsi.gov.in/Bhukosh/Geotourism.html  

https://bhukosh.gsi.gov.in/Bhukosh/Geotourism.html
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‘Cities need a reset as pandemic exposed frailties’ 

GS I: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

Bottom line: COVID-19 has provided an opportunity to develop more 

sustainable and resilient cities, says PM Modi 

Highlights: 

1. The pandemic had exposed the vulnerabilities of cities that served as the 

world’s growth engines till now, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on 

Tuesday, calling for a post-COVID-19 change in protocols, similar in scale to 

the post-war rebuilding efforts, to develop more sustainable and resilient 

cities. 

2. Many cities around the world declared themselves on the brink of the worst 

economic downturn since the Great Depression. The very things which 

represented living in a city, are facing a question mark. Things like community 

gatherings, sports activities, education and recreation are not the same as 

before. 

Mindset reset 

1. Stressing that the restart would not be possible without a reset of mindsets, 

processes and practices, he said the historic reconstruction efforts after the two 

World Wars offered several lessons. 

2. Post the World Wars, the entire world worked on new world order, new 

protocols were developed and the world changed itself. COVID-19 had 

provided a similar opportunity to develop new approaches in every field. 

3. During the lockdown, many cities saw cleaner lakes and rivers as well as 

cleaner air, so many of us saw the chirping of birds not heard before. We can 

build sustainable cities where this is the norm and not the exception. 

Mains:  

1. Need for a new conception of pandemic resilient Smart Cities. Discuss. 


