
 

1 

 

05.11.2020        Thursday 

Current Affairs of the Day 

 

GS Paper - II 

 China remains quiet on Pak.’s Gilgit-Baltistan move 

 The U.S. formally exits Paris pact on curbing climate 

change 

 

GS Paper - III 

 Hoolock Gibbons threatened with extinction in two 

Manipur districts 
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The U.S. formally exits Paris pact on curbing climate change 

GS II: Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries 

on India’s interests 

The United States on Wednesday formally left the Paris Agreement, a global pact 

forged five years ago to avert the threat of catastrophic climate change. 

Highlights: 

1. The move, long threatened by U.S. President Donald Trump and triggered by 

his administration a year ago, further isolates the U.S. in the world. 

2. Some 189 countries remain committed to the 2015 Paris accord, which aims 

to keep the increase in average temperatures worldwide “well below” 2 

degrees Celsius, ideally no more than 1.5C, compared to pre-industrial levels. 

3. The U.S. is the world’s second-biggest emitter after China of heat-trapping 

gases such as carbon dioxide and its contribution to cutting emissions is seen 

as important, but it is not alone in the effort. 

4. Scientists say that any rise beyond 2 degrees Celsius could have a devastating 

impact on large parts of the world, rising sea levels, stoking tropical storms 

and worsening droughts and floods. 

5. The Paris accord requires countries to set their own voluntary targets for 

reducing greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide. 

Learn Through Graphics: 
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Mains: 

1. The US's unilateral decision to exit from the Paris pact is a repudiation of the 

notion of ‘historical responsibility’ and ‘Common But Differentiated 

Responsibilities’. Discuss ways to make the global climate pact immune to 

such unilateral national policies and decisions. 

 

China remains quiet on Pak.’s Gilgit-Baltistan move 

GS II: India and its 

Neighborhood- Relations 

Context: In contrast to the 

strong reaction to India’s 

Jammu and Kashmir 

reorganisation move last year, 

China on Wednesday 

refrained from voicing its 

opposition on Pakistan’s 

announced move to accord “provisional provincial status” to Gilgit-Baltistan in 

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 

Highlights: 

1. Unlike its statement on India in 2019, China did not issue a statement on 

Pakistan’s move to change the status of Gilgit-Baltistan, a disputed region 

where China is also carrying out projects under its China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) plan, which India has opposed. 

2. China had also opposed the decision to convert Ladakh into a Union Territory. 

While Delhi had conveyed to Beijing that the move neither changed external 

boundaries nor territorial claims. 

3. The difference in response suggested China did not follow its professed 

neutral approach. 
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Hoolock Gibbons threatened with extinction in two Manipur 

districts 

GS III: Conservation 

Hoolock Gibbons, the 

only species of apes 

found in India, are 

threatened with 

extinction in the Ukhrul 

and Kamjong districts 

of Manipur, a report 

claimed. 

Highlights 

1. The two districts 

used to be covered 

with dense, tropical 

rainforests, which 

provided ideal tree 

canopies for the 

arboreal, 

brachiating ape 

species. 

2. However, in the past 

three-four decades, rampant deforestation for timber, forest fires and 

indiscriminate hunting had led to the decline of not just the gibbons but also 

other herbivore species like wild goats, antelope and deer, the report said. 

3. Without the tree canopies, the gibbons cannot swing from branch to branch 

and stake out their territories. They also cannot adapt to living on the ground 

and cannot bear the high temperatures brought about by the loss of green 

cover, the report said. 

4. Often confused as one species, there are two gibbons, the western hoolock 

gibbon and the eastern hoolock gibbon. Of the two, the western hoolock is 

listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red List, while the eastern hoolock is listed 
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as Vulnerable, and both species’ populations have been declining due to 

habitat destruction of various forms and hunting for meat. 

Protection Status 

1. In India, both the species are listed on Schedule 1 of the Indian (Wildlife) 

Protection Act 1972. 

2. Enhancing protection for the species, the Government of Assam upgraded the 

status of the Hoollongapar Reserve Forest in the Jorhat District of Assam to a 

Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary in 1997, making this the first Protected Area ever 

named after a primate species.  

Prelims: 

1. Species-specific protected areas like prelims 2020 

2. Only ape in India 


