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The coming together of the Quad in the seas 

GS II: Bilateral, Regional and 

Global Groupings and Agreements 

involving India and/or affecting 

India’s interests. 

News: Australia will join India, Japan 

and the U.S. in the annual military 

exercises this week as the countries 

seek to deepen their maritime 

cooperation. 

Background: 

1. Malabar began as a simple Passage Exercise (PASSEX) in 1992 between the 

Navies of India and the U.S. and hit a pause in 1998 after India’s nuclear tests 

in Pokhran, to resume again in 2002.  

2. Since then, it has become an annual feature. It got converted into a trilateral 

drill with Japan’s inclusion in 2015 

3. While the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) between the four has no 

military dimension, they are now teaming up to exercise together under the 

Malabar banner. 

4. The participants of Malabar 2020 collectively support free, open and inclusive 

Indo-Pacific and remain committed to a rules-based international order. 

China in the Indian Ocean 

1. Since 2008, China has maintained a regular presence in the Indian Ocean 

Region in the name of anti-piracy patrols and even deployed submarines for 

the purpose. In 2017, China formally opened its first overseas base in Djibouti, 

in the Horn of Africa. 

2. Malabar exercises, seen as QUAD optics, counterbalances Chinese presence 

in the Indian Ocean region and in the broader Indo-Pacific. 

3. Gradually the Indian Navy is increasing its footprints in the South China Sea 

also. 
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4. India, which is locked in a military stand-off along the Ladakh border with 

China, hopes the expansion of the exercise will contain what it sees as 

Beijing's intrusion into its territory. 

Mains Focus: 

1. In the name of counterbalancing China, QUAD may end up bringing more 

players in the Indian Ocean presenting a threat to the Indian image as a net 

security provider in the region. Discuss. 

 

What is swinging U.S. polls on home stretch? 

GS II: Effect of Policies and Politics 

of Developed and Developing 

Countries on India’s interests 

What have the opinion polls been 

saying? 

Bottom line: U.S. elections are not 

decided nationally — its electoral 

college system is an agglomeration of 

State-wise wins and losses and it is not 

enough for a candidate to win the 

popular vote nationally. He/she has to 

secure a majority (270) of the 538 

electoral college votes (cumulatively 

added from each State). The winner in 

each State gets the full share of members to be added to the electoral college. 

This ensures that the area of contention in the election is the States, and a 

candidate has to win a plurality of them. The State-wise contests in the U.S. show 

a closer battle in some of the States — the swing States — compared to others, 

which could tilt the electoral college tally to either side. 

Swing States 

While the presidential elections allow for anyone to contest the polls, the bipolar 

nature of U.S. polity has made these elections a largely two-party affair, with 

third-party candidates rarely acting as a spoiler in recent election cycles. States 
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on the east and west coast with large urban populations have tended to vote for 

the Democratic party, while those in the rural-dominated south, the south-west 

and the north-west have favoured the Republican party. These States are 

considered safe ones by the two parties. The other States that could possibly be 

won by either of these two parties are called ‘swing States’. In these States, the 

difference between the vote shares polled by them in both opinion polls as well 

as recent elections is low. 

Democratic Social Dynamic 

1. Most voters in each State in the U.S. elections are categorised either as 

Democratic-registered or pro-Democrat, Republican-registered or pro-

Republican, and independent/moderate voters.  

2. The Democratic Party, despite several factions and ideological divisions 

within, is broadly categorised as a socially liberal party, one that favours a 

greater role for the government in the economy, and is inclusive of progressive 

and moderate sections.   

3. Support for the Democrats is more concentrated in urban areas, among voters 

with graduate education, and among racial and linguistic minorities (African-

Americans, Indian-Americans and Hispanics).  

4. But support from this coalition does not always translate into votes. Voters in 

urban areas, among minorities, and the youth tended to turn out in lower 

numbers relative to other sections. 

Republican Social Dynamics 

1. The Republican party is a broad coalition of socially conservative (including 

religious-minded voters, such as prominent evangelical sections), pro-

business and fiscally conservative voters, who are typically employed in or 

own small businesses.  

2. It also comprises big capitalists who are unfavourable towards policies related 

to taxation and welfare. In the Trump era, the party has taken a “populist”, 

personalised turn, driven less by any clear ideology, but positioning itself as 

trade protectionist, opposed to racial justice within the U.S. and liberal 

institutionalism across the world, and at the same time, pursuing policies 

favouring big business interests.  
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3. This has changed the profile of the average Republican voter and has come to 

include sections of working-class voters while alienating moderate or 

somewhat socially moderate Republicans. 

Urban and liberal vs Rural and Conservative 

1. The nature of the demography, the topography and the economy of the States 

has been an indication of voters’ political preferences. The aforementioned 

safe States for the Democratic Party are largely urban in terms of topography 

and more diverse in population, with economies that are reliant on secondary 

and tertiary sectors such as high-end manufacturing, technology and services, 

to provide employment.  

2. States that are favourable to the Republican Party include largely rural or 

agrarian areas, with an abundance of small businesses linked mostly to a less 

industrial economy, and comprising a larger White-proportion of the 

demography. In particular, the urban-rural divide offers a very clear 

Democrat-Republican divide. 

3. Swing States offer a combination of above-mentioned factors.  

2016 Triumph 

Mr Trump’s surprisingly strong performance in the swing States delivered him 

the presidency despite losing the overall popular vote to Hillary Clinton in 2016. 

White voters without a college education in suburban and rural areas, including 

white working-class voters, chose Mr Trump over Ms Clinton.  

In 2020, however, the number of undecided voters in the swing states have been 

substantially lower in most opinion polls, pointing to more clear support for either 

candidate. Mr Biden, for now, seems to have an edge over Mr Trump in the swing 

States and beyond. However, if polling errors from 2016 were to be accounted 

for, the election is rendered much closer.  
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CJI opens the country’s first e-resource centre in Nagpur 

GS II: E-governance- applications, 

models, successes, limitations, and 

potential  

Chief Justice of India S.A. Bobde along 

with Supreme Court Justice D.Y. 

Chandrachud inaugurated Nyay 

Kaushal, the country’s first e-resource 

centre, at the Judicial Officers Training 

Institute in Nagpur on Saturday. A 

virtual court was also launched for the Transport Department to deal with challan 

cases and provide speedy justice to litigants. 

Highlights: 

1. Nyay Kaushal' E-resource centre will facilitate e- filing of cases in the 

Supreme court of India, any High Court in India and also the District Courts 

across the Country. It will help save time, money, and avoid long travel. 

CJI Views on Access to technology and Pandemic 

1. The biggest problem that came with the pandemic was access to justice 

becoming conditional on access to technology. This has ended up creating a 

divide between the ones who can afford technology and the ones who cannot.  

2. With the aid of virtual courts, our system of justice does not suffer, and the 

rule of law continues to be maintained. The e-resource centre is meant to be a 

step at mitigating various inequalities by being connected to the Supreme 

Court, the High Courts and taluka courts. 

3. The virtual court will be able to deal with traffic challan cases in Maharashtra. 

It will be possible for litigants to pay fines and get cases disposed of with a 

click of a button. All judges across the country will be able to access the court 

online. 

4. The CJI also spoke about how Artificial Intelligence (AI) would change 

litigation and the judicial system. The AI makes it possible to search for 

information in a vast database within seconds. He also expressed concerns 

about the disposal of motor accident claims, saying about 30 %of pending 
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cases in all high courts are of motor accidents claims. With Artificial 

Intelligence, these cases can be dealt with speedily. 

Prelims: 

1. Article 39A access to free legal aid, There was a question in Prelims 2020 

also. 

Mains: 

1. Role Artificial Intelligence can play in bringing down judicial pendency and 

speed-up court automation processes. 

 

High-tech transfers 

GS II: Bilateral, Regional and 

Global Groupings and Agreements 

involving India and/or affecting 

India’s interests. 

Context: India and the U.S. signed the 

Basic Exchange and Cooperation 

Agreement (BECA) during the third 

2+2 dialogue of defence and foreign 

ministers of the two countries. This is the fourth and the last of the foundational 

agreements that both countries have concluded, starting with GSOMIA (General 

Security of Military Information Agreement) in 2002, LEMOA (Logistics 

Exchange Memorandum of Agreement) in 2016, COMCASA (Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement) in 2018, and now BECA. 

Foundational agreements and Advance technologies 

1. The United States enters into what is called ‘foundational or enabling 

agreements’ with its defence partners. These agreements govern the nature 

and scope of U.S. defence partnerships. Partners enhance the capabilities of 

the U.S. military in distant places through sharing information, platforms and 

logistics. 

2. The competitive advantage of the U.S. military is maintained primarily by the 

advanced technologies that the country develops continuously. The U.S. sells 



 

8 

 

01.11.2020        Sunday 

military equipment to other countries with strict control over their deployment 

and use.  

3. The U.S. is also eager to advance ‘interoperability’ with defence forces of the 

countries that are its defence partners. Interoperability involves real-time 

coordination of forces. The U.S. has signed these foundational agreements 

with at least 100 countries, which mostly follow a standard text. Country-

specific changes were made in India’s case in all four foundational 

agreements. 

Understanding Foundational Agreements: 

1. The General Security of Military Information Agreement or GSOMIA, and its 

extension, the Information Security Annex (ISA) signed in 2019, allow 

military technology cooperation for the sharing of classified information 

between governments and companies in both countries.  

2. The LEMOA enables logistics support, say refuelling of planes or ships, the 

supply of spare parts or maintenance to each other.  

3. The COMCASA allows Indian forces to procure advanced, secure 

communication equipment from the U.S. Such equipment was earlier denied. 

Only after COMCASA was signed were the encrypted systems provided to 

India. 

4. The BECA enables the exchange of geospatial information. Akin to a GPS 

that enables navigation, such exchange of geospatial information enhances the 

accuracy of a missile or the utility of a drone. 

The strategic importance of foundational agreements 

1. Since the Civil Nuclear Agreement of 2005, the India-U.S. defence 

cooperation has been advancing at a rapid pace.  

2. The U.S. has relaxed restrictions on technology trade in India’s favour 

considerably, and India is designated a ‘Major Defence Partner’.  

3. Foundational agreements deepen defence cooperation, in trade and operation.  

4. India and the U.S. are also part of a broader shared vision for the Indo-Pacific 

region, where both countries, along with Japan and Australia, are increasing 
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their military cooperation. U.S.-built platforms used by partner countries can 

talk to one another and share operational information. 

Concerns:  

1. Critics worry that tying itself too closely with the U.S. may limit India’s 

choices. India should not end up becoming part of the US’s Asia Pivot policy. 

2. The U.S. is particularly irked by India’s continuing defence cooperation with 

Russia. India will be taking delivery of the Russian S-400 missile defence 

system next year, ignoring American objections.  

3. At any rate, it will not be possible to integrate Russian and American 

platforms, and this could throw up new challenges of military planning for 

India. 

4. The moot question is whether India could ramp up its defence cooperation 

with the U.S. without ending up as its ally. 

Prelims: 

1. Four foundational agreement and their purpose for prelims question. 

 

 


