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Court live-streaming could be abused: CJI 

GS II: E-governance- applications, 

models, successes, limitations, and 

potential 

Attorney General of India (AGI) K.K. 

Venugopal on Monday pushed for live-

streaming court proceedings to make 

hearings accessible to all. But Chief 

Justice of India Sharad A. Bobde, 

heading a three-judge Bench of the 

Supreme Court, sounded a cautionary note, saying it was susceptible to “abuses.” 

Highlights: 

1. AGI reminded the Supreme Court of its own judgment of September 2018 in 

favour of “opening up” the apex court through live-streaming. The order has 

remained unimplemented. Mr Venugopal hinted that the pandemic offered a 

fresh opportunity. 

2. There are problems which should not be discussed publicly... There are certain 

abuses court cautioned. 

3. Justice Chandrachud was one of the three judges on the Bench that gave the 

verdict on live-streaming in September 2018. In fact, he had noted in his 

separate opinion that live-streaming would be the true realisation of the “open 

court system.”  

4. The issue of live-streaming came up as a Special Bench led by the CJI was 

taking stock of the virtual court system initiated after the lockdown 

 

India to sign geo-spatial cooperation deal with the U.S. 

GS II: Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

India and the U.S. will sign the last foundational agreement, Basic Exchange and 

Cooperation Agreement for Geo-Spatial Cooperation (BECA) during the 2+2 

ministerial dialogue. 
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Highlights: 

1. The two Ministers reviewed bilateral 

defence cooperation spanning 

military-to-military cooperation, 

secure communication systems and 

information sharing, defence trade 

and industrial issues. 

2. The two Ministers also discussed 

“shared concerns and interests” over 

how best to ensure stability and 

security in Asia. Diplomates also discussed their government's positions on 

Afghanistan. 

3. The Defence Ministry said the two Ministers also discussed requirements of 

expanding deployment of liaison officers. 

4. India has posted a liaison officer at the U.S. Navy Central Command in 

Bahrain recently and is also considering a U.S. request for posting liaison 

officers at the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM) and the U.S. 

Special Operations Command (USSOCOM). 

 

‘India is much safer against tsunami threat’ 

GS III: Disaster and Disaster 

Management. 

Bottom line: India is much safer against the 

threat of tsunamis than it was in 2004, thanks 

to the state-of-the-art tsunami early warning 

system established in Indian National Centre 

for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) 

here. However, the best of warning systems 

could fail, if communities are not prepared, if 

they do not understand the official and natural 

warning signs of a tsunami, and if they do not 

take appropriate and timely response. 
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Highlights: 

1. We have made impressive progress in building tsunami early warning 

capability. From absolutely no warning capability or for that matter any public 

knowledge of tsunamis in the Indian Ocean, we have reached a stage where 

we can detect large undersea earthquakes in real-time and provide a tsunami 

warning in 10-20 minutes after the earthquake occurrence.  

2. In fact, for Indian Ocean earthquakes where the network of seismometers is 

reasonably good, quakes can now be detected in less than five minutes and a 

tsunami warning issued within 10 minutes if the quake occurs elsewhere in 

the globe. 

3. The focus in recent times has been on enhancing community awareness and 

response through several capacity-building activities, biennial Indian Ocean-

wide tsunami drills and piloting of the UNESCO-IOC Tsunami Ready 

initiative to provide a structured framework to build and measure capacities 

of coastal communities to respond effectively to tsunamis, through 11 

important indicators. 

4. Community readiness: Two villages — Venkatraipur in Ganjam district and 

Noliasahi in Jagatsingpur district in Odisha — are now ‘Tsunami-Ready’. 

This has to be replicated in other vulnerable coastal communities as it also 

enhances the ability to respond to cyclones and storm surges too. 
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Down to Earth: Top current affairs from Ecology and 

Biodiversity 

People of Indus Valley produced the earliest dairy products in the 

Subcontinent 

Prelims Only 

Discovery:  

1. Dairy was being produced in the area 

as far back as 2500 Before Common 

Era. The residents of the Indus 

Valley Civilisation produced the 

earliest known dairy products in 

South Asia. 

2. Researchers studied 59 shards of pottery from the Kotada Bhadli Indus Valley 

site in Kutch, Gujarat. Pottery is porous and absorbs some of the food cooked 

inside it. The study looked for lipids because they don’t dissolve in water. 

3. They also were able to identify that the dairy residues came from cows and 

water buffalo that ate a diet primarily of millet, rather than goats and sheep 

that fed on grasses. 

 

Project Lion: Proposal identifies 6 relocation sites apart from 

Kuno-Palpur 

Prelims and GS III : Conservation 

Highlights: 

1. Six new sites apart from the Kuno-Palpur 

Wildlife Sanctuary have been identified 

under Project Lion. The programme has 

been launched for the conservation of the 

Asiatic Lion, whose last remaining wild 

population is in Gujarat’s Asiatic Lion 

Landscape (ALL). 
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2. The Wildlife Institute of India, along with the Gujarat Forest Department, had 

created a Project Lion proposal and sent it to the Union Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

3. The six new sites identified for possible lion relocation in the future include: 

a. Madhav National Park, Madhya Pradesh 

b. Sita Mata Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan 

c. Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan 

d. Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, Madhya Pradesh 

e. Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan 

f. Jessore-Balaram Ambaji WLS and adjoining landscape, Gujarat 

4. Lion relocation has been talked about since 1995 when the Kuno Wildlife 

Sanctuary was identified as an alternate site. The motive behind finding a 

relocation site for the species is because the population in Gir has low genetic 

diversity, making it vulnerable to threats of extension from epidemics. 

5. The proposal sought to create free-ranging lion populations within Gujarat and 

in other states to counter this problem. 

 

Conservation centres in 5 states among a host of ideas to protect 

vultures 
Mostly Prelims & GS III: Conservation 

News: Uttar Pradesh, Tripura, Maharashtra, Karnataka 

and Tamil Nadu will get a vulture conservation and 

breeding centre each, according to the Action Plan for 

Vulture Conservation 2020-2025. 

Highlights: 

1. The action plan was approved by the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL). 

2. The new plan has laid out strategies and actions to stem the decline in vulture 

population, especially of the three Gyps species. This would be done through 

both ex-situ and in-situ conservation. 
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3. A system to automatically remove a drug from veterinary use if it is found to 

be toxic to vultures, with the help of the Drugs Controller General of India. 

4. The establishment at least one vulture-safe zone in each state and 

establishment of four rescue centres. There are currently no dedicated rescue 

centres for treating vultures. 

5. Coordinated nation-wide vulture counting, involving forest departments, the 

Bombay Natural History Society, research institutes, non-profits and members 

of the public.  

6. A database on emerging threats to vulture conservation, including collision 

and electrocution, unintentional poisoning, etc. 


