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SC: public places cannot be occupied indefinitely 

SC observations: 

 The Supreme 

Court on 

Wednesday found 

the indefinite 

“occupation” of a 

public road by the 

Shaheen Bagh 

protesters 

unacceptable. 

 The court said the 

protest, 

considered an 

iconic dissent mounted by mothers, children and senior citizens of Shaheen 

Bagh against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, became inconvenient to 

commuters. 

 The 13-page judgment upheld the right to peaceful protest against a law but 

made it unequivocally clear that public ways and public spaces cannot be 

occupied, and that too indefinitely. 

 “Democracy and dissent go hand in hand, but then the demonstrations 

expressing dissent have to be in designated places alone. The present case was 

not even one of protests taking place in an undesignated area, but was a 

blockage of a public way which caused grave inconvenience to commuters,” 

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul, who authored the verdict for a three-judge Bench, 

observed. 

 

‘India can be among top five in defence industry’ 

 India is one of the few countries in the world to produce fourth generation 

fighter aircraft, nuclear submarines, battle tanks and inter-continental ballistic 

missiles and the aim is to make it one of the top five globally in aerospace and 

defence industries, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said on Wednesday. 
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 India has one of the largest defence industrial ecosystems in Asia, and we 

aspire to build further on our strengths. We want to make India one of the top 

five countries of the world in aerospace and defence industries, from design 

to production,” Mr. Singh said at a virtual roundtable with foreign 

Ambassadors on the Aero India 2021 in Bengaluru from February 3 to 7. 

 

India, Japan finalise text of pact for AI, 5G 

 India and Japan on Wednesday welcomed the finalisation of the text of a 

cybersecurity agreement that will promote cooperation in key areas such as 

5G network and Artificial Intelligence. 

 The announcement on the agreement followed the 13th India-Japan Foreign 

Ministers’ Strategic Dialogue between External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 

and his Japanese counterpart Motegi Toshimitsu in Tokyo. 

Significance: 

 The agreement promotes cooperation in capacity building, research and 

development, security and resilience in the areas of Critical Information 

Infrastructure, 5G, Internet of Things (IoT), Artificial Intelligence (AI), 

among others,” a statement from the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said. 

It, however, did not clarify what role each country would play under this. 

 The announcement is expected to draw the attention of the stakeholders in the 

Indian 5G sector as it gets ready to open up for international operators and 

especially since there is a lack of clarity on possible participation of Chinese 

technology majors. 

Issues discussed: 

 The two Ministers also exchanged ideas on regional and global issues of 

“mutual interest and agreed that the strong and enduring partnership between 

the two countries will play a pivotal role in overcoming challenges posed by 

the COVID-19 pandemic”. 

 The ongoing military tension along the Line of Actual Control in eastern 

Ladakh was expected to feature in the talks but the official statements did not 

elaborate on that point. 
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 The Ministers reiterated that the Indo-Pacific region has become more 

important in the current global circumstances, and reaffirmed similarities in 

their vision. The Japanese Foreign Minister highlighted the 50 billion Yen 

emergency assistance loan and a 1 billion Yen grant for provision of medical 

support to India that will help India fight COVID-19. He also raised the issue 

of abduction of Japanese nationals by North Korea and asked for early 

resolution. Mr. Jaishankar’s conveyed India’s support to finding a closure. 

Jaishankar, Payne meet: 

 Mr. Jaishankar also met his Australian counterpart Marise Payne on 

Wednesday. This was the second meeting between him and his Japanese and 

Australian counterparts a day after they participated in the “Quad” ministerial 

dialogue along with U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. 

 

MoU for Education for Deaf Children signed 

 A historic MoU was recently signed between Indian Sign Language Research 

and Training Center (ISLRTC) and NCERT to make education materials 

accessible for Deaf children in their preferred format of communication. 

Key takeaways: 

 As part of this MoU, educational print materials including NCERT Textbooks, 

Teachers Handbook and other Supplementary materials and resources will be 

converted into Indian Sign Language in Digital format. 

 Class covered: Class I-XII  

 Subjects: All  

 Language: Both Hindi and English Medium 

 Availability of NCERT textbooks in Indian Sign Language will ensure that 

Deaf children can also now access educational resources. 

 This will also ensure educational standardization of Indian Sign Language as 

mandated in the New Education Policy, 2020. 
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Flight test of supersonic missile-assisted torpedo release 

conducted successfully 

 A successful flight test of the Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of Torpedo 

(SMART) system was conducted from Wheeler Island, off the coast of Odisha 

recently. 

 Conducted by: Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

 Developed by: Several laboratories of DRDO 

Key takeaways: 

 The system will be a game changer in anti-submarine warfare. 

 The development of the system has been crucial in capacity building of naval 

platforms to strike beyond the torpedo range.  

 The system will be a significant addition to India’s anti-submarine warfare 

capabilities. 

 SMART is a missile-assisted release of lightweight anti-submarine torpedo 

system for anti-submarine warfare (ASW) operations far beyond torpedo 

range. 

 

India and Myanmar to work towards the operationalization of the 

Sittwe Port 

 India and Myanmar have agreed to work towards the operationalization of the 

Sittwe port in the Rakhine state in the first quarter of 2021. 

Key takeaways: 

 It was announced after the conclusion of the two-day visit of Indian Army 

Chief and Indian Foreign Secretary to Myanmar.  

 The progress in the ongoing Indian-assisted infrastructure projects was also 

discussed. 

 India also announced a grant of $2 million Dollars for the construction of the 

border haat bridge at Byanyu/Sarsichauk in Chin State.  

 The haat will provide increased economic connectivity between Mizoram and 

Myanmar. 
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Value Added Information 

About Sittwe port: 

 It is situated at the mouth of the Kaladan River. 

 It is being financed by India as a part of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit 

Transport Project. 

 The Project is collaboration between India and Myanmar. 

 Aim of the project: To develop transport infrastructure in southwestern 

Myanmar and north-eastern India. 

 


