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‘IB team to fast
 The National Socialist Council of Nagaland

that after Naga interlocutor R.N. Ravi created an imbroglio in the peace talk 
process, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
Bureau (IB) officials to fast
issues. 

 The group also released a copy of the original 2015 framework agreement, 
which stated that the Centre had agreed on “sharing the sovereign p
and provided for an “enduring inclusive new relationship of peaceful co
existence of the two entities”.

 The NSCN-IM, one of the largest Naga groups, signed a framework 
agreement in the presence of Prime Minister on August 3, 2015 to end the 
decades-old Naga issue.

Value Added Information
What is the Nagaland issue?
 Few sections of the Naga people are particular of forming a separate new 

country. 
 This 'Greater Nagalim' incorporates the entire state of present Nagaland and 

some Naga-inhabited parts.
 These include parts of Manipur, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Myanmar.
 While the area of Nagaland is around 16,500 sq km, Greater Nagalim 

sprawls over 1,20,000 sq km.
 The demand for Nagalim has always agitated Assam, Manipur and 

Arunachal. 
 Peace talks with Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak

[NSCN(I-M)], the then most lethal insurgent group started in 1997.
 In 1997, the insurgent group leaders agreed to a ceasefire.
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What is the 2015 agreement?
 The Framework Agreement was a culmination of 

negotiations over the years.
 It was signed by the Centre’s interlocutor for Naga peace talks, RN Ravi and 

leader of the NSCN (I-
 It aimed at facilitating stronger ties among Nagas across the region.
 However, it does not change substantially the jurisdictional and 

administrative authority of neighbouring states.
 The framework agreement did accept special status for the Nagas.
 This gave due regard to the uniqueness of Naga history.

How has the progress been?
 The Centre’s interlocutor recently made a submission before a 

Parliamentary Standing Committee.
 He noted that it was implied in the agreement that “some special 

arrangement” would be made for the Nagas.
 With respect to Nagaland there is already a sp
 Article 371A of the Constitution makes this very clear and a special status 

has been accorded to them.
 The Nagas initially insisted on the unification of Naga inhabited areas 

integration, no solution”.
 But they have now reached an 
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What is the 2015 agreement? 
The Framework Agreement was a culmination of so many rounds of 
negotiations over the years. 
It was signed by the Centre’s interlocutor for Naga peace talks, RN Ravi and 

-M). 
It aimed at facilitating stronger ties among Nagas across the region.
However, it does not change substantially the jurisdictional and 
administrative authority of neighbouring states. 
The framework agreement did accept special status for the Nagas.
This gave due regard to the uniqueness of Naga history. 

been? 
The Centre’s interlocutor recently made a submission before a 
Parliamentary Standing Committee. 
He noted that it was implied in the agreement that “some special 
arrangement” would be made for the Nagas. 
With respect to Nagaland there is already a special arrangement.
Article 371A of the Constitution makes this very clear and a special status 
has been accorded to them. 
The Nagas initially insisted on the unification of Naga inhabited areas 
integration, no solution”. 
But they have now reached an understanding with the government.
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 Accordingly, the current boundaries of Northeastern states will not be 
touched. 

 Besides the NSCN-IM, the government also held discussions with six other 
groups. 

 The NSCN-K, which violated the ceasefire in 2015, was not pa
peace process. 

 It was declared an unlawful association under The Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967.

Why is the delay in finalising the accord?
 
 All stakeholders other than the government appear keen on a conclusion.
 Many details of the 2015 agreement are concealed in mystery.
 The Naga groups have given up the demand for sovereignty and redrawing 

of boundaries. 
 But the issues like a separate passport, flag and armed Naga battallions are 

still unresolved. 

PMO denies RTI plea seeking info on PM
 The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has denied a Right to Information 

(RTI) request related to the PM
it would “disproportionately divert the resources of the office”. However, a 
High Court judgment and multiple orders of the Central Information 
Commission (CIC) have previously held that, under the RTI Act, this 
rationale can only be used to change the format of information provided, not 
deny it altogether. 

 This is a “misuse” of the Act, which shou
says the country’s first Chief Information Commissioner Wajahat
Habibullah. 

 Section 7(9) of the Act says, “An information shall ordinarily be provided 
in the form in which it is sought unless it would disproportionately d
the resources of the public authority or would be detrimental to the safety or 
preservation of the record in question.”
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 In a 2010 order, the Kerala High Court had dismissed the possibility of 
using the clause to deny information.

Value Added Information
About the PM-CARES Fund:
 The Fund is a public charitable trust

its Chairman. Other Members include Defence Minister, Home Minister 
and Finance Minister.

 The Fund enables micro
people will be able to contribute with the smallest of denominations.

 The Fund will strengthen disaster management capacities and encourage 
research on protecting citizens.

 Contribution to PM 
 The Ministry of Corporate Affairs has clarified that contributions by 

companies towards the PM
towards mandatory Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

 Under the Companies Act, 2013, companies with a
Rs 500 crore or turnover of Rs 1,000 crore,
required to spend at least 2% of their average profit for the previous three 
years on CSR activities

 The term "Corporate Social Responsibility" in general can be referred to as 
a corporate initiative to assess and take responsibility for the company's 
effects on the environment and impact on social welfare.

Existing Similar Fund: Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF):
 This fund was instituted in 1948

to assist displaced persons from Pakistan. The fund is
primarily to tackle natural calamities
The fund is also used
transplantation, cancer treatm

 The fund consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any 
budgetary support. It accepts voluntary contributions from Individuals, 
Organizations, Trusts, Companies and Institutions etc.
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In a 2010 order, the Kerala High Court had dismissed the possibility of 
using the clause to deny information. 

tion 
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and Finance Minister. 
enables micro-donations as a result of which a large number of

people will be able to contribute with the smallest of denominations.
The Fund will strengthen disaster management capacities and encourage 
research on protecting citizens. 
Contribution to PM - CARES Fund will Qualify as CSR Expenditure

Corporate Affairs has clarified that contributions by 
companies towards the PM-CARES Fund

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) expenditure.
Under the Companies Act, 2013, companies with a minimum net worth of 

urnover of Rs 1,000 crore, or net profit of Rs 5 crore
least 2% of their average profit for the previous three 

on CSR activities every year. 
The term "Corporate Social Responsibility" in general can be referred to as 

ate initiative to assess and take responsibility for the company's 
effects on the environment and impact on social welfare. 

Existing Similar Fund: Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF):
instituted in 1948 by then Prime Minister Jawah

to assist displaced persons from Pakistan. The fund is
primarily to tackle natural calamities like floods, cyclones and earthquakes. 
The fund is also used to help with medical treatment
transplantation, cancer treatment and acid attack. 

consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any 
It accepts voluntary contributions from Individuals, 

Organizations, Trusts, Companies and Institutions etc. 
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 The corpus of the fund is also inves
commercial banks and other agencies.
approval of the Prime Minister.

 The fund is recognized as a Trust under the Income Tax Act
managed by the Prime Minister or multiple de

 Contributions towards PMNRF are notified for
taxable income under section 80(G) of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

About Right to Information
Historical Background: 
 The right to information is a

Indian Constitution. In 1976, in the Raj Narain vs the State of Uttar Pradesh 
case, the Supreme Court ruled that Right to information will be treated as a 
fundamental right under a
democracy, people are the masters and they have the right to know about 
the working of the government.

 Thus the government enacted the Right to Information act in 2005 which 
provides machinery for exercising

The Right to Information Act of 2005
 The act is one of the most important acts which empowers ordinary citizens 

to question the government and its working. This has been widely used by 
citizens and media to uncover corruption, 
expenses related information, etc.

 All constitutional authorities, agencies, owned and controlled, also those 
organisations which are substantially financed by the government comes 
under the purview of the act. The act also man
union government or state government, to provide timely response to the 
citizens’ request for information.

 The act also imposes penalties if the authorities delay in responding to the 
citizen in the stipulated time.
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The corpus of the fund is also invested in various forms with scheduled 
commercial banks and other agencies. Disbursements are made with the 
approval of the Prime Minister. 

fund is recognized as a Trust under the Income Tax Act
managed by the Prime Minister or multiple delegates for national causes.
Contributions towards PMNRF are notified for 100% deduction from 
taxable income under section 80(G) of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

to Information: 
 

The right to information is a fundamental right under Article 19 (1) of the 
Indian Constitution. In 1976, in the Raj Narain vs the State of Uttar Pradesh 
case, the Supreme Court ruled that Right to information will be treated as a 
fundamental right under article 19. The Supreme Court held that in Indian 
democracy, people are the masters and they have the right to know about 
the working of the government. 
Thus the government enacted the Right to Information act in 2005 which 
provides machinery for exercising this fundamental right. 

The Right to Information Act of 2005: 
The act is one of the most important acts which empowers ordinary citizens 
to question the government and its working. This has been widely used by 
citizens and media to uncover corruption, progress in government work, 
expenses related information, etc. 
All constitutional authorities, agencies, owned and controlled, also those 
organisations which are substantially financed by the government comes 
under the purview of the act. The act also mandates public authorities of 
union government or state government, to provide timely response to the 
citizens’ request for information. 
The act also imposes penalties if the authorities delay in responding to the 
citizen in the stipulated time. 
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What type of information can be requested through RTI?
 The citizens can seek any information from the government authorities that 

the government can disclose to the parliament.
 Some information that can affect the sovereignty and the integrity of India 

is exempted from the purview of RTI.
 Information relating to internal security, relations with foreign countries, 

intellectual property rights (IPR), cabinet discussions are exempted from 
RTI. 

Objectives of the RTI Act
 Empower citizens to question the government.
 The act promotes transparency and accountability in the working of the 

government. 
 The act also helps in containing corruption in the government and work for 

the people in a better way.
 The act envisages building better

necessary vigil about the functioning of the government machinery.

Important provisions under the Right to Information Act, 2005
 Section 2(h): Public authorities mean all authorities and bodies under the 

union government, state government or local bodies. The 
are substantially funded, directly or indirectly, by the public funds also fall 
within the ambit of RTI.

 Section 4 1(b): Government has to maintain and proactively disclose 
information. 

 Section 6: Prescribes a simple procedure for secu
 Section 7: Prescribes a time frame for providing information(s) by PIOs.
 Section 8: Only minimum information exempted from disclosure.
 Section 8 (1) mentions exemptions against furnishing information under the 

RTI Act. 
 Section 8 (2) provides for disclosure of information exempted under the 

Official Secrets Act, 1923 if the larger public interest is served.
 Section 19: Two-tier mechanism for appeal.
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 Section 20: Provides penalties in case of failure to provide information on 
time, incorrect, incomplete or misleading or distorted information.

 Section 23: Lower courts are barred from entertaining suits or applications. 
However, the writ jurisdiction of the
courts under Articles 32 and 225 of the Constitution rema

Significance of the RTI Act
 The RTI Act, 2005 empowers the citizen to question the secrecy and abuse 

of power practised in governance.
 It is through the information commissions at the central and state levels that 

access to such informati
 RTI information can be regarded as a public good, for it is relevant to the 

interests of citizens and is a crucial pillar for the functioning of a transparent 
and vibrant democracy.

 The information obtained not only helps in making governme
but also useful for other purposes which would serve the overall interests of 
the society. 

 Every year, around six million applications are filed under the RTI Act, 
making it the most extensively used sunshine legislation globally.

 These applications seek information on a range of issues, from holding the 
government accountable for the delivery of basic rights and entitlements to 
questioning the highest offices of the country.

 Using the RTI Act, people have sought information that governments 
not like to reveal as it may expose corruption, human rights violations, and 
wrongdoings by the state.

 The access to information about policies, decisions and actions of the 
government that affect the lives of citizens is an instrument to ensure 
accountability. 

 The Supreme Court has, in several judgments, held that the RTI is a 
fundamental right flowing from Articles 19 and 21 of the Constitution, 
which guarantee to citizens the freedom of speech and expression and the 
right to life, respectively.
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Section 20: Provides penalties in case of failure to provide information on 
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Criticism of RTI Act: 
 One of the major set-

bureaucracy results in missing files.
 There is a lack of staffing to run the information commissions.
 The supplementary laws like the Whistle Blower’s Act are 

reduces the effect of RTI law.
 Since the government does not proactively publish information in the public 

domain as envisaged in the act and this leads to an increase in the number of 
RTI applications. 

 There have been reports of frivolous RT
information obtained have been used to blackmail the government 
authorities. 

Difference between Right to Information and Right to Privacy
 The right to privacy and the right to information are both essential human 

rights in modern society where technological
common.  These two rights complement each other in holding governments 
accountable to individuals in a majority of the cases.

 Right to Information provides a fundamental right for any person to acc
information held by government
privacy laws grants individuals a fundamental right to
of, access to, and use of personal information about them that is held
governments and private bodies

UAE, Israel establish direct phone service after deal
 The Israeli and UAE Foreign Ministers inaugurated on Sunday direct phone 

services between the two countries in their first announced call after an 
agreement to normalise

Israel-UAE deal: 
 The Israel-UAE deal, announced by U.S. President Donald Trump on 

Thursday, is only the third such accord Israel has struck with an Arab 
country, and raises the prospect of similar deals with other pro
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UAE, Israel establish direct phone service after deal
The Israeli and UAE Foreign Ministers inaugurated on Sunday direct phone 
services between the two countries in their first announced call after an 
agreement to normalise relations, said an Emirati official. 

UAE deal, announced by U.S. President Donald Trump on 
Thursday, is only the third such accord Israel has struck with an Arab 
country, and raises the prospect of similar deals with other pro
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Gulf states. Mr. Trump said leaders from the two countries would sign the 
agreement at the White House in around three weeks.

 Under the deal, Israel pledged to suspend its planned annexation of West 
Bank territories, a concession welcomed by Europ
Western Arab governments as a boost for hopes of peace
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Gulf states. Mr. Trump said leaders from the two countries would sign the 
agreement at the White House in around three weeks. 

Under the deal, Israel pledged to suspend its planned annexation of West 
Bank territories, a concession welcomed by European and some pro
Western Arab governments as a boost for hopes of peace. 
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