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Current Affairs of the Day 
 

PAPER 2: 

 International Relations: 

1. India reiterates civilisational and cultural ties with Nepal 

2. Trump targets ICC with sanctions over Afghanistan war crimes case 

3. International Criminal Court (ICC) 

 Education: 

1. National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 2020 

 Health: 

1. Slum population most at risk, says ICMR 

 

PAPER 3: 

 Environment & Biodiversity: 

1. Lion census method outdated: experts 
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IIT-Madras top institution in govt. ranking 

National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 2020: 

 The Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT), 

Madras, is the 

country’s best in the 

field of higher 

education, according 

to the National 

Institutional Ranking 

Framework (NIRF).  

 The Indian Institute of 

Science (IISc), 

Bengaluru, stands at 

the second place, 

followed by IIT-Delhi. 

 Under the universities 

category, the IISc 

topped the list, 

followed by 

Jawaharlal Nehru 

University and 

Banaras Hindu 

University.  

 While Delhi 

University has 

dropped out of the top 

10, all the best colleges 

are affiliated to it: 

Miranda House got the 

first rank in the colleges category, followed by Lady Shri Ram College for Women and 

Hindu College. 

A subjective parameter: 

 These rankings come a day after the QS World University Rankings showed that India’s 

best — including the IISc and most IITs — have slipped in the global lists.  

 This is due to the high weightage given to the perception parameter in most international 

rankings, Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank said at the 

NIRF release. 
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Slum population most at risk, says ICMR 

Key Points: 

 The Indian 

Council of 

Medical 

Research 

(ICMR) on 

Thursday 

released the 

results of the 

first sero-survey 

on COVID-19 

spread that 

stated that the 

urban slum 

population was 

most vulnerable 

to the spread, 

followed by 

urban 

settlements.  

 The ICMR 

asserted that the 

country is not in the community transmission phase. 

 The ICMR has calculated that compared to rural areas, the risk of spread was 1.09 times 

higher in urban areas and 1.89 times higher in urban slums. The infection fatality rate is 

very low at 0.08%. 

 

India reiterates civilisational and cultural ties with Nepal 

Key Points: 

 As Nepal prepared to vote on Saturday for a new map amid the Kalapani territorial dispute, 

the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on Thursday reiterated India’s civilisational ties 

with Nepal. 

 The vote in Nepal’s Parliament for the Second Constitutional Amendment, which will give 

legislative support to the new map, has seen extensive discussions.  

 The final round of discussions was expected to be followed by voting in the Lower House 

on Saturday. 
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Lion census method outdated: experts 

Key Points: 

 An outdated methodology 

and the true mortality from 

a virus affecting India’s 

lions dent the credibility of 

the Gujarat government’s 

claims on its lion 

population.  

 Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and Union 

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar tweeted results of the 2020 Asiatic Lion Census 

that put the number of lions at 674, a 28% rise from 2015. 

 A wildlife biologist who closely works with the Union Environment Ministry on wildlife 

surveys said that the canine distemper virus (CDV) that killed at least 36 lions in Gir, 

Gujarat in 2018 had not ebbed. This was in spite of the government inoculating lions with 

an imported vaccine.  

Methods of counting: 

 Newer methods such as camera trapping and identifying lions based on permanent marks 

on their body, and statistical estimates based on the animals’ predatory patterns and 

numbers of their prey base — all of which were used to count tigers — were more 

scientifically precise. 

 Camera traps are not yet suitable for lions as they don’t have clearly discernible permanent 

physical features, unlike in tigers, which have unique stripes. There are lots of ideas but 

going ahead, we will consider newer methods that are practical. The CDV was an issue in 

2018 but this year, we haven’t yet got any report of such deaths. 

Canine distemper virus (CDV): 

 The virus is endemic in livestock and periodically infects lions so only large-scale 

vaccination of livestock can help. However, I don’t think it significantly decreases the 

population. That 60% of the lions are outside the protected area and increasing is a more 

serious issue. 
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Trump targets ICC with sanctions over Afghanistan war crimes case 

 U.S. President Donald Trump on Thursday issued an executive order authorising sanctions 

against individuals involved in an International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation into 

whether U.S. forces committed war crimes in Afghanistan. 

 Mr. Trump has repeatedly assailed The Hague-based ICC set-up to prosecute war crimes, 

genocide and crimes against humanity. It has jurisdiction only if a member state is unable 

or unwilling to prosecute atrocities itself. 

Facts: 

 Afghanistan is a member of the ICC, though Kabul has argued that any war crimes should 

be prosecuted locally.  

 The U.S. government has never been a member of the court, established in 2002. The 

government imposed travel restrictions and other sanctions against ICC employees a year 

ago. 

 The ICC decided to investigate after prosecutors’ preliminary examination in 2017 found 

reasonable grounds to believe war crimes were committed in Afghanistan and that the ICC 

has jurisdiction. 

Value Added Information 

International Criminal Court (ICC): 

 The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last 

resort for prosecution of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. 

 It is the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal court  established 

to help end impunity for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to 

the international community. 

 Its founding treaty, the Rome Statute, entered into force on July 1, 2002. 

 Funding: Although the Court’s expenses are funded primarily by States Parties, it 

also receives voluntary contributions from governments, international organisations, 

individuals, corporations and other entities.  

Composition and voting power: 

 The Court’s management oversight and legislative body, the Assembly of States 

Parties, consists of one representative from each state party.  

 Each state party has one vote and “every effort” has to be made to reach 

decisions by consensus. If consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote. 

The Assembly is presided over by a president and two vice-presidents, who are 

elected by the members to three-year terms. 
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Jurisdiction: 

 The ICC has the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the international crimes of 

genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes.  

 The ICC is intended to complement existing national judicial systems and it may 

therefore only exercise its jurisdiction when certain conditions are met, such as when 

national courts are unwilling or unable to prosecute criminals or when the United 

Nations Security Councilor individual states refer situations to the Court.  

Criticism: 

 It does not have the capacity to arrest suspects and depends on member states 

for their cooperation. 

 Critics of the Court argue that there are insufficient checks and balances on the 

authority of the ICC prosecutor and judges and insufficient protection against 

politicized prosecutions or other abuses. 

 The ICC has been accused of bias and as being a tool of Western imperialism, 

only punishing leaders from small, weak states while ignoring crimes committed by 

richer and more powerful states. 

 ICC cannot mount successful cases without state cooperation is problematic for 

several reasons. It means that the ICC acts inconsistently in its selection of cases, 

is prevented from taking on hard cases and loses legitimacy. It also gives the ICC 

less deterrent value, as potential perpetrators of war crimes know that they can avoid 

ICC judgment by taking over government and refusing to cooperate.  

 


