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Current Affairs of the Day 
 

PAPER 1: 

 Geography: 

1. Cyclone brewing in Arabian Sea 

 

PAPER 2: 

 International Relations: 

1. Trump postpones G7 summit, seeks to expand list of invitees 

2. Amendment on new map tabled in Nepal parliament 

 Governance: 

1. Too many aspirants for MGNREGS jobs 

 

PAPER 3:  

 Science & Technology: 

1. SpaceX’s spacecraft successfully docks with ISS 
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SpaceX’s spacecraft successfully docks with ISS 

 SpaceX’s Dragon spacecraft with 

two NASA astronauts 

successfully docked with the 

International Space Station 

(ISS) after a historic launch from 

the Kennedy Space Center in 

Florida, marking the dawn of a 

new age in commercial space 

travel.  

Significance: 

 The liftoff also assumes significance as it marks the launch of humans into orbit from the 

U.S. soil for the first time in nearly a decade. 

 With the liftoff, SpaceX became the first private company to launch people into the orbit, a 

feat achieved previously by only three governments: the U.S., Russia and China. 

Value Added Information 

NASA: 

 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an independent agency of 

the executive branch of the United States federal government responsible for the civilian 

space program, as well as aeronautics and aerospace research. 

 Established under the National Aeronautics and Space Act 1958 

 Headquarters: Washington, DC, USA 

International Space Station (ISS): 

 The International Space Station (ISS) is a space station, or a habitable artificial satellite, in 

low Earth orbit. 

 Its first component launched into orbit in 1998, and the ISS is now the largest human-made 

body in low Earth orbit. 

 The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment research laboratory in which crew 

members conduct experiments in biology, human biology, physics, astronomy, 

meteorology, and other fields. 

 Five different space agencies representing 15 countries built the $100-billion International 

Space Station and continue to operate it today. NASA, Russia’s Roscosmos State 

Corporation for Space Activities (Roscosmos), the European Space Agency, the Canadian 

Space Agency and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency are the primary space agency 

partners on the project. 
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Too many aspirants for MGNREGS jobs 

 As the COVID-19 

induced reverse migration 

has brought many families 

to their native places in the 

northern districts of 

Karnataka, the onus is 

now on creating more 

person days under the 

Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural 

Employment Guarantee 

Scheme (MGNREGS). 

While there are still 

problems at the ground level, the reality is that not all can find jobs under the scheme. 

Value Added Information: 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS): 

 The scheme was introduced as a social measure that guarantees “the right to 

work”. The key tenet of this social measure and labour law is that the local 

government will have to legally provide at least 100 days of wage employment in 

rural India to enhance their quality of life.  

Key objectives: 

1. Generation of paid rural employment of not less than 100 days for each worker who 

volunteers for unskilled labour. 

2. Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening livelihood base of rural poor.  

3. Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals. 

4. Reduce urban migration from rural areas. 

5. Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour.  

The following are the eligibility criteria for receiving the benefits under 

MGNREGA scheme: 

1. Must be Citizen of India to seek NREGA benefits. 

2. Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.  

3. The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e. application must be made with 

local Gram Panchayat). 

4. Applicant must volunteer for unskilled labour. 
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Key facts related to the scheme: 

1. The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Govt of India is monitoring the entire 

implementation of this scheme in association with state governments.  

2. Individual beneficiary oriented works can be taken up on the cards of Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes, small or marginal farmers or beneficiaries of land 

reforms or beneficiaries under the Indira Awaas Yojana of the Government of India.  

3. Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day work is demanded,  wage 

employment will be provided to the applicant. 

4. Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within 

fifteen days of submitting the application or from the date when work is sought.  

5. Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory,  which lends to accountability 

and transparency. 

6. The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and 

make demands. 

7. It is the Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf of works 

under MGNREGA and fix their priority. 

Role of Gram Sabha: 

1. It determines the order of priority of works in the meetings of the Gram Sabha 

keeping in view potential of the local area, its needs, local resources.  

2. Monitor the execution of works within the GP. 

Roles of Gram Panchayat: 

1. Receiving applications for registration 

2. Verifying registration applications 

3. Registering households 

4. Issuing Job Cards (JCs) 

5. Receiving applications for work 

6. Issuing dated receipts for these applications for work 

7. Allotting work within fifteen days of submitting the application or from the date 

when work is sought in the case of an advance application.  

8. Identification and planning of works, developing shelf of projects including 

determination of the order of their priority.  
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Responsibilities of State Government in MGNREGA:  

1. Frame Rules on matters pertaining to State responsibilities under Section 32 of the 

Act ii) Develop and notify the Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme for the State.  

2. Set up the State Employment Guarantee Council (SEGC). 

3. Set up a State level MGNREGA implementation agency/ mission with adequate 

number of high calibre professionals.  

4. Set up a State level MGNREGA social audit agency/directorate with adequate 

number of people with knowledge on MGNREGA processes and demonstrated 

commitment to social audit. 

5. Establish and operate a State Employment Guarantee Fund (SEGF). 

 

Cyclone brewing in Arabian Sea 

 The India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) has 

forecast a cyclone in the 

Arabian Sea that is likely 

to move towards Gujarat 

and Maharashtra by June 

3. 

Value Added Information 

India Meteorological 

Department (IMD): 

 It is national 

meteorological service of the country and chief government agency dealing in everything 

related to meteorology, seismology and associated subjects. 

 It was formed in 1875. 

 It functions under Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

 It is headquartered in New Delhi. 

Mandate: 

 Undertake meteorological observations and provide current information and forecasting 

information for most favorable operation of weather-dependent activities such as irrigation, 

agriculture, aviation, shipping etc. 

 Offer warning against severe weather phenomenon such as tropical cyclones, norwesters, 

dust storms, heat waves, cold waves, heavy rains, heavy snow, etc. 
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 Provide met-related statistics needed for agriculture, industries, water resources 

management, oil exploration, and any other strategically important activities for the country. 

 Engage in research in meteorology and allied subjects. 

 Detect and locate earthquakes and evaluate of seismicity in various parts of the country for 

developmental projects. 

 

Trump postpones G7 summit, seeks to expand list of invitees 

 U.S. President Donald Trump said that he would postpone a Group of Seven summit he had 

hoped to hold next month until September or later and expand the list of invitees to include 

Australia, Russia, South Korea and India. 

 Mr. Trump said the G7, which groups the world’s most advanced economies, was a “very 

outdated group of countries” in its current format. “I’m postponing it because I don’t feel 

that as a G7 it properly represents what’s going on in the world,” Mr. Trump said. 

Expanding the group? 

 It was unclear whether Mr. Trump’s desire to invite the additional countries was a bid to 

permanently expand the G7. On several previous occasions, he suggested Russia be added, 

given what he called Moscow’s global strategic importance. 

 Russia was expelled from what was then the G8 in 2014 when Mr. Trump’s predecessor, 

Barack Obama, was U.S. President, after Moscow annexed the Crimea region from Ukraine. 

Russia still holds the territory, and various G7 governments have rebuffed previous calls 

from Mr. Trump to readmit Moscow. White House spokeswoman Alyssa Farah said Mr. 

Trump wants the countries to discuss China. 

Value Added Information 

What is G7? 

The G7, originally G8, was set up in 1975 as an informal forum bringing together the 

leaders of the world’s leading industrial nations.  

The summit gathers leaders from the European Union (EU) and the following countries:  

1. Canada 

2. France 

3. Germany 

4. Italy 

5. Japan 

6. the United Kingdom 

7. the United States 
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Significance: 

 G7 is capable of setting the global agenda because decisions taken by these major 

economic powers have a real impact. Thus, decisions taken at the G7 are not legally 

binding, but exert strong political influence . 

 

Amendment on new map tabled in Nepal parliament 

Key Points: 

 The government of Nepal tabled the crucial Constitution Amendment Bill to formalise the 

country’s new map, which claims parts of India as its territory.  

 The Bill was tabled by Nepal’s Minister of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Shiva 

Maya Tumbahangphe even as Nepal’s Madhesi parties refused to welcome the Bill as of 

now. 

Strategic sliver: 

 The Constitution Second Amendment Bill will change the Schedule 3 of the Nepalese 

Constitution and replace the existing map with the map that was unveiled on May 20.  

 The new map depicts the sliver of strategically important land covering Limpiyadhura, 

Lipulekh and Kalapani as part of Nepal. The area is currently part of Pithoragarh district of 

Uttarakhand but Nepal has disputed the Indian position based on historical documents and 

bilateral understanding. 

 The tabling of the amendment Bill came a day after the chief Opposition, the Nepali 

Congress, extended support to Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli’s government, which 

ensured that the Bill will get the required two-thirds majority in the Parliament. The process 

is expected to take around a week. 

 


